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Belfast based 
hardcore distro 
“everything from 
new school to old 
school, local 
hands, straight 
edge and more..." 
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Intro bit 


Hello, I'm back. The zine is back. Simple really. My time spent travelling 
through Thailand, Singapore, Australia, New Zealand and finally the USA 
was amazing, Living in Sydney was amazing. I'd go back there in a flash 
if the opportunity arose. Lots of stuff to do'there on the weekend, Great 
underground punk and hardcore scenes. Great beer, Sunshine. 
Amazing selection of world widely foods. Great beer. Sunshine. Superb 
public transport system. Great beer. Sunshine. You get the drift, | bet 
everyone living there takes all that for granted. Maybe they should spend 
a week or two in wet ‘did the no. 302 bus failto tum up again” Limerick. 


Okay, thanks to Liam for bringing out issue 4 but the real boss is back 

now boss, comprende? Nah, seriously thanks Liam. Alright I'll make no 

secret about it...I’m’ bloody well delighted that I've reached Issue #5, It's a mnilastare ih inmy life no ater how high or 
low it registers on the significance scale. I'm pretty proud of what I've achieved with this zine. Strangers telling me 
they really enjoyed itis in itself enough reward but! sat down the other day with all five issues in front of me and 
smiled a lot. Granted! flippin’ well cringed alot at issue 1 but if this issue (no.5) does anything for me, its made me 
realise how much you can better yourself. 


A few weeks ago I/had a’ very eye opening and refreshing week. 


Death metal and hardcore punk on Saturday night courtesy of Cold War and Abaddon Incarnate. A girl playing a cello 
(Mrs. Pilgrimm) and jazzy post hardcore rock (Check Engine) on the Monday night. Crazy bastard antics from 22, 
drum and bass overdrive from Guapo and free form punky jazz from Zu on the Saturday night. Sadly the streetpunk 
on the Sunday night courtesy of Dropkick Murphys, Tiger Army and The Unseen got hit by bad weather and 
cancelled ferry crossings. | don't think there's many around who could claim to have been atithree more diverse gigs 
than that in one week and get the same enjoyment from all of them. | think everyone should strive to be as open as 

Sana » that (others may claim I'm a fool)... music can hit the spot on a lot of levels. Keep 

thatin mind. Keep an open mind. 


I feel you have to be driven by music to do azine, start aband, promote gigs. You 
have to live, eat , breathe and sh.. well you know the rest, music. One thing I’m 
| quite happy about right now is that I've started, to_get demos in the letterbox 
again. For a while there the demo looked like it had become.a thing of the past. 
| Some really good Irish band demos I’ve got since the lastissue include Your New 
Friend, Stand Up Guy, From Where | Stand, Cold War, Half Mast, Cosmonaut 
and Some Days Better. The Irish scene is better than it/ever was in my opinion. 
It's also got much*more to come, judging by the diversity of the new bands I've 
| heard recently. | think the music made by the likes of John Harbison, Damien 
Frost, Man.Made.God and 22, is very encouraging. As per usual there's also 
some great new bands coming through from all over the world. Best of all some of 
| them seem to be more interested in coming to Ireland, and even better than that 
again their coming right to my doorstep in Limerick. The gigs in Limerick have 


h been great. Not once, when I started doing this zine, did | think fora minute that 
trevorme e an bands on labels such as Nitro and Victory would end up’ playing here. But they 


janerutti mo 


did, alongside some amazing action from bands like Catharsis, Newborn, 
Dawncore, Trans Am, Check Engine, Owls, Inside Conflict and many more. 


This issue was a painstakingly slow experience to create. But,a worthwhile one all 
the same. I've tried to mix the layout up a bit this time round, knock a bit of that 
cold computer generated feeling out of the pages and revertto the classic cut and 
paste style. The amount of music reviews | had to write for this issue was beyond 
a joke. Seriously | need people to help me out there. So get writing, even just to 
give your opinion on what you've read or thought about the zine. 


As always | have no problems making compilation tapes of anything I've reviewed 
in here. All | ask is that you send me a blank tape and a stamp to return it chock 
full of smashing music. / If you feel you could help sell this zine in your locale 
please get in touch. 


Currently theres talks of a Unfit for Consumption website. Whether or not it will 
replace the print version |.don’t know. (It certainly would be a lot less hassle and 
easier on the wallet!) Hopefully | can run both but that remains to be seen. 


Check out the lyrics by Imbalance’ on the back cover. They mean a lot and will 
certainly, hit home with a lot of you..Okay so, I'm off to scream for change...last 
time | made €4. and, 83 cent! 


wzahd nere is e news 


rom the North. Stand Up Guy..have released a right smart looking demo cd entitled “Has Anything You've Ever Done Made Your Life Better?”. The four piece 
httack the senses in a Will Haven/Neurosis sort of way but stamp their own identity over that sound. In other words... .they rock! It’s atop notch cd you wanna get 
your hands on fast. Terrorizer gave it 7.5 out of 10! The Dagda are recording their debut record which will see the light of day as a split release between the UK's 
‘nslaved Records and Ireland's own Control Records, same deal as the My Name Is Satan “Refuse to Kneel"’ record that came out.. There's also talk ofa split 7 
inch with Dublin hatecore mongers Cold War on SLTA Records, Speaking of Cold War, there’s probably fuck all copies of the “Gods of War” demo cassette! 
Lround but the lads should have an 8 track cd out now. You'd be advised to lay your hands on that pronto. Hardcore honchos 2000 Strong finally got their 
collective arses back together when they played support on the Dublin date of the Freebase/Inside Conflict Irish tour. They're also talking of doing some recording} 
in January as vocalist Anthony is leaving to live in Italy... Half Mast are slowly grinding out some new tracks which will play some part in a future release as the 
follow up to their “Targets” cd demo. ..live they're dangerous. The best selling book “Get in the van with Half Mast” is only a matter of years away. Tooth won't 
he up to much for the next while... Shane has moved to Galway to complete his studies while Liam has been living the vida loca in Germany. Staying in Limerick, 
oisy’ groove metallers Calzino Fiasco, who in my opinion have pm ——_ 
ome very decent songs are filling the void nicely, They have just ‘ 
joked up with a new vocalist and should be nailing down some 
harder tunes asap, Scenester supergroup — alert, Jamie 
Culchikore/Debi/few hundred other things), Clodagh (The 
‘ids/Ideas is Matches zine), Byrnos (Cheapskate/Easpa Measa) and 
‘en (Euspa Measa) have formed a fast hardcore band along the 
Minor Threat and His Hero Is Gone. The name of the band 
exy Results" but has now been changed to Man.Maie.God. 
Paranoid Visions have reformed. Belfast Oi merchants Runnin’ 
Riot have a new ep thingy out on Rejected Records. Some new songs 
plus some covers including Twisted Sister and Cock Sparrer. 
Speaking of Rejected, Mero also released the second record by the 
downright brilliant Blood or Whiskey, “No Time To Explain” is out 
ow. Bastard Youth are a bunch of kids playing sloppy hardcore 
punk down in Waterford. Good on ‘em. They're also organising gigs 
Hown there with basement shows on the cards, Sounds great. Stress 
nanaged to pull themselves away from the Linden Village to put out 
li 7 inch on SLTA...they are recording now for a new split full 
length cd with ex-Bloody Mutants which in turn will be a split 
elease between No Pride and Protest Records, in Feb. 
i/streetpunkers Skint put out their second record “Thru the 
Bottom of a Glass" on Leprock. Instrumental kings The Redneck 
ed their debut long player in the form of the very 
ings” on Greyslate. Their second album, “Cut 
your Heart off from your Head" is on its way soon . Up in Belfast 
ircle Again have started to play live more and recordings should 
follow soon. Tagdh and John from the band also play in Your New 
riend who play melodic hardcore and rock like feckers. They ve a 
‘d out very soon and will be looking to play live too. Similar to 
ircle Again is From Where I Stand who released a 4 song demo 
pf rockin’ hardcore not too long ago but yet remain to become 
egular live players. They're hopefully about to change that once 
heir new drummer comes on board. The Dangerfields put out the 
punktastic “Dirty Wee Demo" and have a7 inch planned next. The 
eople of Kerry have finally got their arses in gear with news of 
Some new bands on their scene, Twice Bitten and Knucklehead 
bcing those bands, /n the City af Tribes (that's Galway you moron) 
uktifino have improved immensely since their demo from last 
ear... hopefully they'll record something new soon. Last | heard Sir 
IKillalot had recruited Andy from The Steam Pig to play guitar. cnt 
hey returned to live action recently too and may be releasing a split 10” with Nerdlinger on Liam’s Rise Above Records label, Sorne Days Better brought out the 
limited “Nuee Ardente" cd, Damien Frost released a couple of 7 inches (including one with Melt Banana) and their debut cd.Gymstlip... have recruited some new) 
nembers and should start playing gigs again soon with some recording also on the horzion, Sludge rockers Cosmonaut recorded a demo cd but broke up, The cd 
is similar to what the Kabinboy do. Speaking of the Kabinboy, they ‘ve been very quiet as of late. Hopefully that'll change as they've grown on mea lot in the past 
year. Roscommon sillage punks Nerdlinger, relocated to Dublin for college, lost an original member, gained a new guitarist and brought out the rockin’ “Road! 
Hill Stew” 7 inch, They're recording for the split 10” with Sir Killalot soon. Stomach are tipping around again. They release the "Substantive" record soon but 
meanwhile they have a song on the Intoxicated compilation cd. Punk terrorists Brutal just brought out and EP called "Payback Sucks", They're formed from the 
ashes of Global Pillage and Control and are recording for an album very soon. Some new bands... John Harbison (named after The State Pathologist) have been 
xciting people lately... Another bands I’ve been hearing about is Mute Is Murder, who apparently play ball in a heavy industrial style. Offaly, of all places, 
‘omes alive with noise rockers Boxes...Kid Blunt are apparently one of the bes punk bands on the go. The play the skate style. Gleeboy are a bunch of 
Poungsters new to the scene, I haven't seen nor heard them yet but had the following quote on them “... they did do a really dodgy version of S.O.1A's "Scratch the 
urface" but then again we all started somewhere. Bless'‘em" Another bunch of young uns are Stringbean who play melodic punk. The Mo 7's from Bray in 
Wicklow, are influenced by the Misfits even down to the make up. They feature ex-Striknien DC and Brinskill Bomb-beat members. They have an EP recorded but I 
Hlunno if its been releases yet. The Blood Red Dolls are from Wicklow Town and have a member of the B-sharps playing guitar. They are a mixed bag really and| 
it’s hard to say who they sound like (it’s just heavy alternative punk). The B-Sharps are also from Bray, Wicklow, andare also influenced by the Misfits. They have| 
ecorded a demo, but again | don't think it got released, Cork post-hardcore rockers Weevil have become a tad more active and are catching the ear of may people 
lately. Mixing punk, funk, metal and grind, are a band known as Puppy Love. The word on the street suggests they sound like a huge mix of Misfits, DS 13, Black! 
Flag, M.D.C. and Tragedy. Sounds fuckin’ killer! A speedy way to familiarise yourself with a lot of the bands mentioned above is to pick up the Intoxicated 
ompilation cd just released by Toxic Records. There's something like 24 bands on that and it sells for about a tenner. Contrary to popular belief Easpa Measa 
pre still going, Scientific Bong play fast hardcore punk and are from galaxies unknown aka Roscommon. Back to Waterford jor a second and the band formerly 
tnown as Brooder are together again under the moniker of The Elliot Mess. They've a 4 song practice tape coming soon, The Steam Pig have recorded 15 tracks 
for their next album, The record should be released before the summer, They're also off on a European tour at the end of March, The Rancid meets Ramones 
influenced Pookies have just brought out a demo, while bogpunkers No Matrix brought out anew cd a few weeks back. Jn Limerick 22 have just released a ced. 
hey 're like a mix of Big Black and Nirvana. 
Jakes Wrath is up to number 5.1t looks better than ever, Ideas is Matches, a new zine to me but one | enjoyed, follows the personal/polilical path. It's currently at 
## 3. Cormy Sheehan has scraped With Harmful Intent. He's a political activist now so expect his new zine to focus on that with the odd music interview per 
issue. | think the zines called Bite the Hand that Feeds the Poisoned Food or something like that anyway. Up North, Scrawl newsletter is up to issue 6.1t's a 
ood read and one I'd like to see turn into a full zine, Cotton Fist is still tipping away...as is Nosebleed which will have no. 22 out shortly no doubt. Mel Hughes’ 
Direct Hit has slowed down following the birth of Mel's daughter, Congrats Mel. Cavity Search is a newsletier type thing put together by Mark (Tooth/AMC). It's 
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alway and covers a nice variety Of music from punk to rock zine if tt wasnt for the stupid 


insults made by the writer. A new zine Protest, done by Sean of Stress should be out the end of Jan, startof Feb, He tells me it should cost about 20 centand will 
feature Restarts, Cold War, Broken and Brutal in issue one. 

‘oxic Promotions gocs from strength to strength with Kerry John keeping the gigs flowing with plenty of stuff lined up, the biggest news being Holidays In The 
Sun thisMay and Dead Kennedys in June. The Kids are still tipping away at gigs too. GZ Club is a disco (for want of a better word) run in Dublin, playing the 
best in hardcore and punk sounds. They have regular and guest dj's which soun ¢ great fun. They also do gigs before the club and have had a whole host o} 
bands playing there recently. Promise Distro in Belfast continues to add to it's ever expanding list of quality 7 inches, cd. records, zines and t-shirts as well as! 

unning the odd gig or two, In Limerick The AMC are handling more gigs than ever while in Galway some of the Fukrifino lads have started the New Noise} 

‘ollective and are pulting on some impressive gigs in Sally Longs. Live hardcore and punk scems to be retuming to Waterford thanks to the Bastard Youth boys, 
Alpha Relish continues to put on bands from Southern Records, as well a some of the best post hardcore rock bands around, Pacer Distro is operating out o} 

erry. Carrying alist of mostly punk rock titles, the list is available by emailing the address below. 

n Dublin The Secret Record Store on Wicklow St., is growing into a good place to shop forall your punk and hardcore needs. They” re cheap too. 


2000 Strong : ianlawless@hotmail.com / lan, 16 Ballsbridge Avenue, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 
Alpha Relish : hag@indigo.ie www.AlphaRelish.com 

te the Hand that Feeds the Poisoned Food : whizine@hotmail.com / 109 St. Columbanus Rd., Milltown, Dublin | 4 
Bite My Lip : britncyzombie@yahoo.com /Kollin, 19 Foster Place, Foster St, Galway 2 

lood or Whiskey : Po Box 47, Leixlip, Co. Kildare / www.bloodorwhiskey.com 

astard Youth / Waterford gigs : misleadyouthcrew@hotmail.com 


Sharps : karoldaly@ yahoo.com 
Blood Red Dolls : bloodreddolls@hotmail.com / www.geocities.com/bloodreddolls/ 
‘old War : ianlawless@hotmail.com/ lan,16 Ballsbridge Avenue, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 
otton Fist : sparkie_303@yahoo.com 
avity Search: fionnthefriendlyrocker@bhotmail,com 
alzino Fiasco : calzinofiasco@hotmail. com 
‘oSmonaut : cosmonautical@yahoo.com, I-35 Donegal Lane, Belfast, Northern Ircland 
‘ontrol Records : Po Box 6591, Dun Loaghaire, Co.Dublin, mero32@eircom net 
ircle Again :circleagain@hotmail.com/ 19 Crumlin Gradens, Belfast, N.Ireland 
Dagda :scrawlzine@hotmail.com, 1-5 Donegal Lane, Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
Damien Frost: hag@indigo.ie, www.damienfrost.com 
Direct Hit: Po Box 36 ,Armagh, BT60 3PQ, N Ireland. 
ire Records : Po Box 6591, Dun Loaghaire, Co.Dublin. mero32@eircom.net 
From Where | Stand : fromwhereistand@hotmail.com 
(Fuktifino : brineyzombie@yahoo.com ,Kollin, 19 Foster Place, Foster St, Galway. www.fuktifinozzn.com 
ymslip...: www.murtdog.com /murt_chamber@rocketmail.com 
Z Club : gzdublin@yahoo.com 
reyslate :redneckmanifesto@hotmail.com, 138 clonmacnoise road, crumlin, dublin 12, Ireland. 
lueboy : fleshking666@hotmail.com 
Jalf Mast ; jim_mac_lunch@hotmail com / www .hardcore-times.conv/half_mast 
ideas is Matches :clodagh@gurlmail.com 
ohn Harbison : statepathologist@hotmail.com 
akes Wrath :jakeswrath@ireland.com / Liadain O'Driscoll, Ballymacroom, Baltimore, Co.Cork 
‘abinboy : Gary, 109 Melrose Street, Belfast, BT9 70P /kabinboy@hotmail.com / www. thumped.com/kabinboy 
jan.Made.God : sexyresults@hotmail.com 
! www.no7s. freeservers.con/ 
erdlinger : whizine@hotmail.com / www.thumped.com/nerdlinger / 109 St, Columbanus Rd., Milltown, Dublin 14 
lew Naise Collective : newnoise@fuktifino.zzn.com/ Kollin, 19 Foster Place, Foster St, Galway. 
jo Matrix : homepage. circom.nct/~nomatrixpunk 
losebleed ; bozxh@hotmail.com / Po Box 7674, Dublin |. 
(Pacer Distro ; brinepacer@hotmail.com 
Promise Distro : only_a_promise@hotmail.com / www.hardcore-times/onlyapromise / Po Box 914, Belfast, BT 15 5YA 
Protest ; scan@streetpunks.com 
Puppy Love : puppy_love_is_dead@hotmail.com 
iPookies ; bogpunker@hotmail,com 
Rejected Records : Po Box 6591, Dun Loaghaire, CoDublin. mero32@eircom net / www.rejectedireland cjb.net 
Riot 77 : riot7 7magazine@hotmail.com /31 St, Patricks Rd., Clondalkin, Dublin 22 
ise Above Records : 3 Hillcrest Walk, Lucan, Co,Dublin. /riseabove@eircom.net 
unnin' Riot : Write: 36 Walnut St Belfast BT7 JEN. Runnin_riot@hotmail.com. www runninriol.com 
Stomach : wally@praxisireland.com 
Some Days Better: Flat 2, India St, Belfast BT7 ILJ, somedaysbetter@yahoo.co.uk 
Stand Up Guy: standupguy???@aol,com or disconnect86@hotmail.com 
Stress 2 www.geocities.convstresspunk / sean@streetpunks.com 
t: Barry. 55 Meadowbrook Pk., Baldoyle, Dublin 13, 
Sir Killalot: 3 Hillcrest Walk, Lucan, Co, Dublin. / riscabove@circom.net / www.sirkillalotrock.com 
Scrawl :scrawlzine@hotmail.com, 1-5 Donegall Lane, Belfast, N. Ireland 
Scientific Bong: scientificbong@hotmail.com /109 S1, Columbanus Rd.. Milltown, Dublin 14. 
ic Promotions / Toxic Records : www.hardcore-times.com/toxic , toxicpromo@ yahoo.com 
The AMC : www.theame.net . email: marktooth@hotnail.com 
The Steam Pig: bozxh@hotmail.com/ Po Box 7674, Dublin 1 
he Elliot Mess : stephenboyle76@hotmail.com 


The Kids : www.thumped.convthekids, clodagh@gurlmail com 
he Dangerfields : :The Sound Mill, Unit 187, Edenderry Industrial Estate, 326 Crumlin Road, Belfast BT14 7EE, N. Ireland / ramm77@hotmail.com 


The Redneck Manifesto: redneckmanifesto@hotmail.com, 138 clonmacioise road, crumlin, dublin 12, Ireland. 

Phe Seeret Record Store : Wicklow St., Dublin. mero32@eircomnet 

voth = Shane Darcy, Quinpool, Parteen, Co.Clare, / marktooth@hotmail. com 

Warzone Collective: Write; 1-5 Donegall Lane, Belfast, N. Ireland. www. thewarzonecolective.co.uk/ scrawlzine@hotmail.com 
Weevil : weevi yahoo.co.uk. 

Your New Friend : flint762@hotmail.com /Flat 1, 184 Lisburn Rd. Belfast BT9 GAL, N.Ireland 


MMuch of the contemporary music that is favoured in some quarters is crazy stuff, 
eading only to gyrations and a lack of personal decorum that borders on the 


irrational” Dr. Jeremiah Newman, bishop of Limerick. 


this column 

recently 
appeared in 
the ‘Women 
in DIY’ 


ony Reason 10 
honoured to 
thousand reasons that! am still involved with the scene, not least of which is the 


issue of the 

UK zine, 

= NT Believe. I 

UFFINOR: 

. aan - a have been 

asked to write it, and am flattered that Trev wanted to reprint it. There are a 

sense of empowerment we all get from being self-sufficient, from doing 
something that means something to us in the way that we feel it should be done. 


I wrote this on my twenty-sixth birthday, all day , until | alm i: 

birthday party, and although I can think of better ways aeseiar ay birthday 
(like being showered with gifts and affection from dawn to dusk), it was a nice 
time to reflect on the past twelve-plus years I have spent as part of something so 
unique and dynamic. What is written below might be critical, but I hope it is not 
Seen as a directionless rant. Instead, it is intended to be recognition of a need to 
redefine and renegotiate all of our roles within the scene so that it can thrive 
without going in the divisive directions it has gone elsewhere. 


Pm still not sure if anyone's actually read this piece in its entirety, but here it is 
pe for those of you who haven't had the chance to skip over it in RTB, Enjoy. 
r don’t. : 


A counter-culture or so I'm told, and you know I want to believe in it, but more 
often than Ok in every sense it ends up a mirror image of the mainstream.’ 
Imbalance, ‘The American says dance,’ Wreaks Aavoc with the inner ear. 


When I first sat down to write this, about a hundred stories came spilling out. 
Three Word files and many thousands of words later, and I realise that my 
experience as a woman involved in music, however many nasty little moments 
have punctuated it along the way, has been essentially Positive, but is not without 
its challenges. If it were some hopeless endeavour, | wouldn't be here, and | 
certainly wouldn't care about making a contribution. While the scene in Treland 
might be a much more positive experience for me, it is neither because the 
people are just nicer than Americans, nor because they like the music more. 
Although production of music embodies the DIY ethic, it’s what underpins it and 
holds it all in place that is important. 


Biases and divisions exist in varying degrees in all scenes, and it seems like the 
gaps are getting wider, that, as the music spreads around the world at a rapid 
Tate, there are even fewer females involved just for the sake of it than ever 
before. It seems that instead of only isolating events and crimes of sexism ina 
scene that has always been constructed with an adolescent tone (which is no 
excuse in itself), we should look at why it is that there are so few women 
involved in music and how, with corporate indies bringing their corporate ethics, 
the gender inequities have grown and become codified. We should look at why it 
is that the Women who are active participants are often viewed as exceptions to 
the nule—which we perhaps are, if only by virtue of the fact that there isa 
definite imbalance—and why so many don’t seem to stay involved for long, It is 
this control by the Corporate indie that characterises a major difference between 
the US and its transatlantic counterparts, and in which the capitalistic framework 
of gendered and categorised roles lies. It is in this environment that attempts to 
make the music apolitical for better public consumption, that things get ugly, 


Although we wish we could argue that because hardcore exists as a ‘community’ 
that provides an alternative to the mainstream world, a refuge from ihe 
imposition of its often warped value system, we take many of those unconscious 
biases and attitudes with us, making our world, in many ways, only superficial! 

anything more than the larger society writ small. Maybe many women leave the 
scene because they realise that they will be forced to fight the same battles that 
they have to fight every day anyway, and twice as hard as men, so what's the 
Point? Both men and women in the scene are often distrustiul of female 
involvement, So we must be three times more involved just to prove our worth. 
Starting a band doesn’t help because being in a female band is often a one-wa y 
ticket out of the scene and into the novelty genre of ‘girl band’. If we fave 
constructed for ourselves a world small enough to be changed, why don’t we? 
Perhaps what follows doesn’t sound as optimistic as I like to feel about the 
scene, but self-critique is vital to the survival of the elements of it that should 
never be allowed to be usurped by the new indie ethic, 


‘T pressed myself against the portal, because jt i 

" , ise it was written you will press 
yourself against the rusted portal of the promised land, | p ‘ 
Cixous, Attacks of the Castle mp thee orgeten Hele 


I first got into hardcore when I was a pudgy little thing, as ugly as teenagers 
come. My older brother had what seemed to me to be a pretty conscientious 
record collection, complete with punk records he rarcly listened to (he went to a 
few shows, but went off in the pure rock and roll direction), so I figured he 
wouldn’t miss them, He was always into music, and it seemed like a much nicer 
hobby than having no friends, so I robbed a stack that looked interesting. B: 

sheer accident, the records I piled in front of my stereo were things like Social 
Distortion, the Circle Jerks, 7 Seconds, and other bands I had no idea were 


legends. An epiphany that I was not the on 

bettered when I found out that not only did nee evn! ee a aes 
also that the world in which they existed left a Place for ugly little shits like me 
to feel like we mattered. | have friendships born in hardcore that have lasted half 
a lifetime and are stronger than ever, and music and all that goes along with it 
have never been as important to me as they ate right now. The sense of self- 
sufficiency and the recognition that we can all be agents of change underline the 
things I do in my life outside of music, and come out of things | learned from 
being involved. People I work with think I lead a double life, but in Teality, the 
parts are inseparable: I wouldn't be in the career I'm in if it weren't for what | 
learned as part of the scene. And the people I hang out with don’t think I'm crazy 
for being twenty-six and still wanting to believe I can change the world. And 
that’s the best part of all of it, But while on whole, everything has been positive, 
nt has not been without its nasty moments that hint at the pan-societal Blass. 
ceiling that we seem to hit when we're not even tying to climb anywhere. 


I once tied to organise a big, three-day festival in Cork, but the guy I was 
working with, already known for his lechery, bailed when, after insisting that our 
organisational meetings take place with me sitting in his lap, he realised he 
wasn't going to get into my pants. I'd been doing all of the work all along 
anyway, and could have pulled it off, I’m sure, but | was so pissed off and 
disheartened by the feeling of helplessness that it took mea while to realise it 
had been in my hands from the start. I had so far arranged several relatively large 
bands willing to play withouta guarantee (and that they agreed to this should be 
seen as a sign that not everyone writes us all off as dumb blondes), as well as 
bands from all over Ireland, the UK and the Continent. This was the first time in 
Ireland that | had been made to feel like something was restricted to me because 
I am a girl, and like many of the other instances, was the result of having to deal 
with someone who isn't directly involved with the scene anyway. 


if recently went to a gig booked by a large promoter, and there was a problem 
with the guest list. Although three different people told me at various times that I 
was on it, 1 was not. When I arrived, it took two hours of dealing with the middle 
Children of middle management to convince them that it would make no 
difference to them to fet me in, that it seemed unfair that I should lose my job 
because of someone else’s mistake (I was reviewing it for some dirty indie-stry 
money). Finally, the press officer for the venue, whose friend had sinick up a 
Conversation with me while I was waiting, stepped in and decided that there was 
no way I would go to these lengths if I were not genuine, and told the promoter 
to put me on his own list. Even ifthe guy had been trying to chat me up, the fact 
that he and his friend made sure | didn't suffer for someone else’s mistake was 
not done for ignoble reasons, though I’m sure I could still be accused of flirting 
my way in, 


This was after surrounded by bouncers who seemed to be itching to beat up a 
girl, he looked me up and down, and said, ‘What makes you think I’m going to 
believe that you are a journalist? Jhave no way of knowing.” Cringing and doing 
my best to stand my ground without becoming belligerent, 1 watched the other 
people arrive whose names were on the same guest list as mine (one that 
apparently had never materialised), some of whom were not on it for any 
particular teason. They had problems at the door, too, but they were taken at 
their word. Funny, they were all male. Though part of this comes from the 
telatively gender-neutral bag of bollocks that you get as a freelancer anyway, | 
can’t help but make some sort of connection: | have to be five times as legitimate 
as any man to be allowed to breathe the stale air of the Temple Bar Music 
Centre As I left that night, one of the bouncers asked mockingly, ‘Are you a 
happy little camper now?’ And when I’man old lady, he’s the first one I'll hit 
with my handbag. 


T wish I could count the number of times I have heard comments from both 
males and females (mostly in the US) along the lines of, ‘How do you expect to 
keep a boyfriend happy when you leave the country all the time?” Or ‘What 
does your boyfriend think of all of this running around you seem to do?" T had 
not realised that I should not be my own first priority, that I should always strive 
to create a nurturing emotional habitat for a man who may or may not ever enter 
my life, and that I need hypothetical approval froma non-existent keeper. The 
fact that these comments came fom people who were either in or had close ties 
with bands who spent a substantial time touring made it even more shocking. 1 
hadn't realised that touring was synonymous with males sowing their wild oats, 

and that leaving home, no matter what the reason, was not something females 
should be allowed to do, especially without permission. 


We have never quite addressed the issue of women in music because we don’t 
like to address that which might force us to accept that we are not outside of the 
structure we try to resist. Though I respect people’s beliefs, and am vegetarian 
myself, I find it difficult to accept that the scene is so willing to openly support 
the rights of animals and so unwilling to address its own mdenie anim 
Perhaps this stance of animal rights is tolerated because animals are always the 
‘other’, the object, and we, unconsciously as we may do so, are loath to admit 
that the scene is no utopia for humans. There is nothing wrong with combatin, 

injustices, but a person could start his or her battle a lot closer to home. Without 
making accusations, the number of vegan straightedge bands who are themselves 

highly dependable male chauvinists is proof enough that it’s wise of th : 
eat their fellow swine. nee 


But perhaps a deeper cause is the modern structure that ts the corporate indie, 

place that actually embraces those ideas we thought we all o saad Hav i 
grown up in the Boston scene, and then spending a great deal Mf time in New 
York, where the underground has long gone topside, I find it disappointing to see 
that ‘indie’ stands for ‘industry’ more than itdoes for independence. It is ane to 


see that bands are now able to makea living from their music, and that once-tiny 
labels are seeing intemational distribution, but it is often at the expense of those 
who simply participate because it means something to them 


Independent zines, distros, and bedroom labels are still alive, but they are 
overshadowed by the corporate umbrellas that have displaced what was once 
autonomy among many of the larger independents. I used to love when, at a 
show, | might be roped into working the merch table, carrying equipment, 
running the door, but this is a rare occurrence in what has now become a place 
where all of those duties are someone's salaried job, Though it still happens in 
Ireland, it rarely does in the US. The zine and the bedoom label have become 
places for bands to start, little more than the preliminary springboard for a 
‘career’ which, even in its appeal of financial stability (which is often more 
appealing than itis true), can even affect a band’s ability to remain in love with 
what they do. Being forced into an industry mould means that all of a sudden, 
they are forced to deal with a greater number of assholes and follow a structure 
that belies the foundations of the music they play, and it dumps the effects—and 
those same assholes—on us, While in itself, the industrial production of 
independent music (and the subsequent selling of it as ‘altemative’ or ‘new’ 
despite the inaccurate applications of the terms) may go against some of the 
more altruistic ethics of the underground, it is nothing new and is an issue for 
another day. More importantly, corporate sponsorship introduces all of its 
unpleasant mores, most notably the sexism that pervades the business world. 
Labels and bands still support independent zines and distros, and there are still 
people running independent businesses and hanging on to an cthic that matters, 
but it’s become more of a struggle than ever before. 


There are fewer places for women to be seen as important, and jobs at the merch 
table have gone from being part of the survival of the fabric of the scene, to the 
jobs of females as accessories to the corporate world. It seers that, in terms of 
my own place, the change happened when the alignment of the smaller labels 
with larger sponsors began to encroach on the former ata much higher intensity. 
In the broader context of Westem history, the change from an economy in which 
people were more closely involved with the manufacture, supply and distribution 
to one in which sites of production were out of one’s immediate surroundings 
went along with the development of a more rigid hierarchy that lef wornen at its 
bottom rungs. The realisation of the hardcore scene as a business has done 
something similar. Whether we are direct participants in it or not—and it is 
difficult not to be—it affects us, and there are so many people so caught up in 
their corporate onanism that we no longer even speak the same language. It 
would be both pessimistic and deterministic to suggest this all is inevitable, but 
where do we go from here? 


‘Ir is better for a woman to fill a simple human part lovingly, better for her to be 
sympathetic in trouble and to whisper a conforting message into but one 
grieving ear, than that she should make a path to Egyptand lecture to thousands 
on ancient Thebes.’ From a book on Eugenics, 1920. 


So why have we—except as muses and merciless heartbreakers in song, lyrics— 
been written out of music? Though similar arguments for women as subjects of 
the male gaze can be made for almost any context within society, why is it 
perpetuated in a place that pretends to run by different rules? Are our roles 
divided along gender lines, and if so, when did this happen? I am not arguing 
thata woman’s job within the scene should be as merch girl or coat rack, who 
would not figure into our own written history (because it would seem pretty silly 
for a zine to interview the person who runs the merch table), but because those 
areas that are viewed as ‘important’ are gendered and are more difficult for 
women to access, many young women don't last in the scene because they 
tealise early on that the participation allowed to them will be as 
underacknowledged here as it is in the wider world. To a great extent, we do 
have an alternative, but when it begins to see the effects of the larger industry’s 
involvement, it stops looking so appealing, 


1 do not advocate that women assent their importance inroles as merch-mongers 
for bands, or as coat racks, nor that women should refuse to sell merchandise or 
cook for bands because it perpetuates a stereotype. What is more important is to 
ask why, if we have created a place in which those notions of task division along 
gender lines is supposed to be irrelevant, do we insist on allowing it to flourish? 
Few would genuinely argue that we exist in ideological autonomy, but equally 
few seem willing to ask why there is not more female involvement. And though 
it is not impossible to be taken seriously within the scene, it is much more 
difficult, and we often must do so with a promise that we will promote all of its 
causes but avoid pushing our feminist platform because it doesn’t belong, So the 
fact remains: the rights of animals belong, and the rights of women are 
irrelevant. But I’ve never seen a rabbit do a zine 


Why don’t women start more bands? Why is the scene so much more 
intimidating for women? If starting a band is one way of being more involved, 
then why is it that when women get together to do so, their music ts often 
instantly classed as ‘girl rock’. As soon as a woman steps up her level of 
involvement my playing music, she is told to go and fine her own genre, There 
are certainly exceptions to this, Bands like the now-defunct Doughnuts, the 
Donnas (though still seen as a girl band, they get more recognition than most), 
Kittie (though objectionable to many of us), and Thug Murder are all accepted in 
their respective genres, but even they are rarely given enough credit to be seen 
beyond novelty status, They are also judged more harshly musically which, when 
referring toa type of music that hardly sees a third chord, makes little sense. In 
fact, most women wouldn’t start a band if they didn’t play anything or have 
some sort of musical inkling. I have never heard a man say the same, and since 
when did you have to know how to play anything to be in a hardcore band? 


Vee tots 


Other bands get to choose their genres: how many metal bands do you know that 
call themselves hardcore, or power-pop trios that call themselves punk? When 
we stop and think just how broad the genres of punk and hardcore really are, 11 
becomes clearer’ whether one champions any political cause or not, it 1s 
essentially political, and itis about alot more than just peddling a type of music 


But it isn’t the only place in which women are judged more harshly. There are 
only a few fernale writers for music magazines in Britain and Ireland (excluding 
fanzines), but one only needs to look at the embarmssing disparity in writing 
quality—the female writers are, unfailingly, more conscientious than the 
males—for proof. The women who write for these publications are not better 
writers because women write better than men, but because in order to be given a 
chance, a woman must to be at least three times as good as a man, Not only are 
there very few fernale bands acknowledged in their pages, our entire sex appears 
to be virtually absent, except for those whom even sceptics can’t ignore because 
they are so good. Like circus freaks, they become display pieces. Though these 
magazines might not be directly part of what we might consider to be our scene, 
we are still affected by them, and they show us that we are expected to prove that 
we are secular nuns inthe cloister of music, that we are more dedicated, and able 
to do what no man could possibly do just to be given a chance. We should 
understand this, of course, because of the risk the publications run that we may 
only want to get into gigs to meet boys, and would probably spend more time 
putting on lipstick than watching the band 


And though! do believe that equal treatment in an integrated environment would 
be ideal, the confidence and empowerment boosts of events like Ladyfest are 
important. Music can be a daunting place for a woman, and sometimes it’s nice 
to have an environment in which we don't have to prove ourselves, or need to 
‘transcend’ some definition of being woman that would allow us to be seen as 
valid participants. But why must we always transcend our own gender definition 
in order to get anywhere? Sure, a women's event may not reflect reality, but 
exactly howreflective of ‘reality’ do we make the music scene anyway? 


Furthermore, on a personal level, and not that appearance should have much to 
do with anything, !often get comments along the lines of *you look nothing like 
how you write’; I'm very small, blonde, and dress fairly conservatively, perhaps 
even feminine. A male who dresses as un-punk as I do is viewed with far less 
suspicion, and rarely has to answer general knowledge questions or show the 
appropriate number of tattoos to prove himself. I"ve made a commitment to 
music, and the things I've leamed from it pervade everything 1 do, so | no longer 
feel like | should have to wear it in my hair or on my jacket all the time. I'm not 
going to show up in an outfit meant for a Britney-esque pop-lart and expect to be 
taken seriously, but I disagree with the idea that] must allow myself to be de- 
sexed completely in order to participate, | accept neither the gendered roles of 
corporate society nor those same ones mirrored in the scene, And if we're as free 
as we pretend to be, that should be just fine, 


The ‘enemy’ is not men, nor is it women who believe that other women are to be 
distrusted: the fault lies in our own unwillingness to accept that there is a place 
for revolution and re-evaluation even among our own ranks, The hardcore scene 
was born among teenagers, a demographic group who didn’texist until relatively 
recently, also intrinsically linked to the Moruit of capitalism, whose concept of 
maleness is pretty warped in itself. But although we're a youth movement, we 
need to move beyond excuses of puberty and figure out why it is we act so much 
like the rest of the westem world from which we purport to dissent. A woman 
who is evena little bit feminist is already well-skilled in the art of questioning 
the questions and therefore an asset to a scene that relies on self-sufficiency and 
resourcefulness. So why isn’tsheseen as such? 


And why are so many so suspicious of fernales than of males who get involved? 
Sure, there are ‘groupie’ types, whom the boys scem to love for their casy-off- 
tops and quick disposal, and they can tell us from them quite easily. Like in 
wider society, we must choose between identities as community property band 
sluts or some third-gender of ball-breaker, stripped of our femininity, and we 
must prove that we are more dedicated than anyone else to avoid being branded 
the wrong kind of woman. I know guys who put out two issues of a cut-and- 
paste zine two years ago who still receive stacks of promo and get gucst list into 
every major gig. | was on the editorial staff of a 10,000 hit-a-month music 
webzine, still write fora pile of both fanzines and magazines, co-run a nightclub 
and still can't get most record labels or publicists to send a thing, even to return 
an email or phone call, despite the fact that 1 revicw almost everything I receive 
and then play it when | DJ. I am often told by larger labels that I'm not worth the 
promo (if I can even get someone to talk to me), though smaller labels, to whom 
I happily give my money whenever | can, seem to have little problem with me. 


Funny that. 


Just because we share characteristics with the larger society does not mean we 
have to approach it with the same sense of Sisyphus-like futility. The scene 
should be a place in which we are not made to press ourselves against the rusted 
portal of the promised land, but one which allows us to break free of the socictal 
constraints, as it promises, without having, to fight twice as hard. In the 
mainstream world, of which we are all still a part, our achievements and 
contributions are often qualified with a ‘good—for a girl’ verdict that belittles us 
as much as it compliments us. So start a band even if you can’t play anything 
(it’s never stopped the boys), do a zine, book gigs, run a label, even just make a 
tape for a 13 year old girl who looks like she needs it and tell her what it means. 
Don't do it just to fight the patriarchy, do it because we made our own scene, and 
it’s our responsibility to see itremains a place we want to be. I’m not saying that 
men who donot go out and march for ‘the cause’ are sexist, nor am.[ saying that 
we should all run around holding hands and try to achieve simultaneous 


CON TINAMEG, 


ovulation, but that the whole idea behind underground music isn’t entirely 
focused on music itself. It’s about being part of something that allows us to do 
things in a way we might not be allowed in the wider society, about freedom 
from constraints that make no sense to us, and for precisely these reasons, should 
hot be so exclusive of women. It does not do so deliberately (though some 
individuals seem to consciously exclude women or refuse to deal with them), but 


Meanwhile, back at Gotham City Bank, Janes’s playlist reads 


Robocop Kraus “Tiger” / Hot Water Music “A Flight and A Crash”/ Rival Schools “United iM 
i SAF By Fate” / AC/DC 
Imbalance “Wreaks Havoc On The Inner Ear” / Liars Academy “No News Is Good News" / Saves The Day “Stay What You Are”. And live... Robocop Kraus / Shiner / The 


Sexy Results / Feverdream / Manifesto Jukebox and Les Savy Fav. 


Shay Murphy 

Vegansim, not the most known word, 
especially here in Ireland. It means 
that I don’t eat, wear or use anything 
that comes from an animal or has been 
tested on an animal, That means meat, 
fish, dairy products, eggs, leather, 
wool, certain types of shower gel etc. 
making things hard at times. But when 
its something you believe in it makes 
it a lot easier. Most of the time! 
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The reason | became vegan was | 
; realised that I had no right to eat 
another living being, and that infact humans were not ‘built’ to cat animals. 
But don’t get the wrong idea about me or other vegans, we’re not preachers 
(well most of us), or going to beat people up for eating or using animals and 
animal products. To me it’s something personal, something I did for myself, 
and how I choose to live my life. People ask me why I didn’t just be 
vegetarian, welll thought do it all or not at all.... I didn’t feel it necessary to 
eal another living thing, and anything related to mistreatment or just the using 
of animals for human consumption, both physical and monetary. Humans 
don’tneed to eat meat, yet we continue, the animals die, suppliers make more 
money. 


Now let me tell you why we aren’t ‘built’ to cat meat. A meat eaters 
(camivore) teeth are long sharp and pointed and their jaw moves up down 
only for tearing and biting, like your dog or cat. We have molars and our jaw 
moves from side to side from grinding. A camivore's saliva is acid and geared 
for digestion of meat protein, it lacks ptyalin, a chemical to digest starches, 
Our saliva is alkaline and contains ptyalin for the digestion of starch. A 
carnivore’s stomach is more simple to ours and secretes ten times more 
hydrochloric acid than us which breaks the meat down properly (unlike us) 
before entering the colon. A camivore's intestine is about four times smaller in 
length than ours - for rapid expulsion of food, which quickly rots in human 
colon leading to problems such as colon cancer, A camivore's liver is capable 
of eliminating ten to fifteen times more uric acid than that of a non-camivore 
Uric acid is an extremely dangerous toxic substance that can wreak havoc in 
the body. All meat consumption releases large quantities of uric acid into the 
body. Humans don't have the enzyme uricase to break down uric acid, A 
carnivore's tongue is rough, ours is smooth. Our hands are designed for 
oes fruit from a tree, not for tearing the guts out of a carcass of a dead 
animal. 

The food aspect of being vegan is fairly easy; you just look weird going 
around the supermarket reading the ingredients on everything before you put 
it in the cart! What I find hard is getting shoes (if you can’t afford to pay £70 
+ for them). When your budget is limited like mine then you're very limited, 

but there are companies that make vegan shoes — Converse, Ellesse and New 
Balance — now I know these companies do make shoes with leather, but the 
companies that solely make vegan shoes, I and a lot of people just can’t 
afford. Belts are another hard one to get, but places like skate shops usually 
have non-leather ones. 


Lastly, | didn't write this as a form of preaching, it's just a piece about 
veganism. I'm fine with people who eat meat so I don't say anything to them, 
but I don’t appreciate it when people stick burgers or whatever in my face and 
make retarded remarks, so if you’ve a friend who’s vegan or vegelarian think 
before you going doing something annoying, and if you're vegan, sure talk 
about it, but don’t force your believes down on people , 


Lastly thanks to Trev for asking me to do this piece. 
Some sites 

hitp://www.vegan.org/ 

http:/www.veganoutreach.org/index.html 
Iittp://www.vegansociety.com/ 

hittp:/Awww.vegan.com/ 


Some food: 
Linda McCartney "Mince" Pie 

lype thin; 
Vegan Sausages, Brocolli & ch ih Pitts 


Any veggie stir-fry with imagination! 


Recently the following have _~—been__tickl 

1 in my fancy 
Boston Drops the Gloves: A Tribute to Slapshot, Though i All “The 
Formula » Bouncing Souls “How I Spent My Summer Vacation”, Inhuman “ 
Rebellion" The Dead 50s “Standing in the Edge of Forever” The Sopranos, 


The Simpsons, Trigger Happy TV, Gi i i 
Catharislive. Endstond live nO" Maleolm in the Middle, 


because we forget to admit that we aren’tas autonomous as we'd like to think we 
are, and thus ignore what we have absorbed from places we're uying to escape 


Jane Ruffino is a nerdy academic type who lives in Dublin and co-runs Club GZ 
(every Thursday at Parnell Mooneys Pub, Parnell Street). She can be contacted 


at gzdublin@@yahoo.com. 


(haul oO Ss SV ro Cc 4 Catharsis (US metalcore) and Newborn 


(Hungarian hardcore) delivered possibly 
the best sets I've ever seen by bands in 
Limerick. What made this more exciting 
was they played a Tuesday night and 
turned a usually boring evening into 
something special. Crowd wise, the gig 
was a disappointment, with a lot of 
people leaving before Catharsis even 
went on. Last bus syndrome could be 
called on, but for some, (like the wanker 
who said he was going home to listen to 
Sheryl Crow), i's a case of not knowing 


whats good for them. And sheer narrow mindedness of course — something 
which is plaguing the growth of any scene here in Limerick. (written before 
the delightful goings on at Trans AM/The Fucking Champs “show”.) 

Calzino Fiasco and Linchpin A Boat Club gig and a chance to see, for the 
first time, two new bands from Limerick. To be honest they both steal a lot 
from Tooth. Linchpin add in some new metal stuff while Calzino opt for some 
noisy shit. Both were enjoyable and my stance on this is, that its better to see 
this kinda stuff than that gringe rubbish which seems like it moved from 
Seattle to Limerick — (thus was the approach of ever new band in the city for 
the last few years) Linchpin are gone now though and Calzino have changed 
vocalists, Support ‘em you yobos, 

The Swarm (and yes I’ve told them about The Swann (much lamented No 
Idea Records band) and they even know of another Swarm who had members 
in Death Angel -remember them?) play death metal, They're very good 
musicians and do the death metal stylee very well. guess they played 10 
songs or so when I saw them in the High Stool one Saturday night but only 
oe done realy ee out. It had melodic vocals. It was good. It's the way to 

‘© make themselves a bit more original. T1 i / 

Eunice riginal. They promise much, so hopefilly 
Goodnameforaband Thursday night...time for a few pints and a chance to 
catch % of Tooth doing the bartman while Shane was off in New York. The 
Songs were very impressive ranging from Fugazi type stuff to Mark's beloved 
Dinosaur Jr, Wouldn’t mind hearing a demo tape of the songs actually but I 
don’t think that's going to happen. (hint fuckin’ hint) There’s a couple of 
songs on show that need to make it into Tooth songs when the band pick up 
again - namely the one Steven shouts his head off in. 

Broken The Boat Club. Gigs work well down there methinks and there’s 
always a bit of dancing going on. Broken were playing to the unwashed, No- 
one knew a thing about them. They were enjoyable though. Good old school 
punk rock. They were possibly 15 years older than some of the kids who paid 
in, Slipknot and Nirvana tee shirts were rife but even if one kid walked away 
thinking Broken’s style of music was cool, we havea victory on our hands 
Billy Mahonie Much acclaimed instrumentalists from London (not Limerick 
as the Events Guide guessed) I thought they were average. The Redneck 
Manifesto pulled out. Just as well as they would have blew the Billy boys off 
the stage. Oddly enough there was a very good tum out for this despite a 
lacklustre performance by the band. 
Assert and The Dangerfields Poor tumout yet again. You'd expect Thursday 
nights to be busy. Limerick has a massive student population but where they 
fuck are they? “uuhhmm, the old man hasn’t wired any money into my 
’m living on beans...and I had to go to Sheila's class party the 
.” | was a student. So I'm qualified to say “students are 
wankers”. Especially the GAA jersey wearing kind. | make no apology! Kee, 
listened to the Corrs and Radiohead you bunch of pricks, And The Stunting 
of course. Can't forget them. The bands were decent, Second time seeing 
Assert and I’m a fan, Have all their records and righlly so Tight political 
confrontational hardcore punk rock just the way it should be. Two glorious 
covers namely Agnostic Front’s “Riot Riot Upstart” and Minor Threat’s 
“Seein’ Red” which featured the vocal talents of Albert (when are you goin 

to reform 10,000 Jews Al?) Dangerfields sounded like across of Runnin’ Riot 
ise! the eaeeen) and The Vandals (the goofiness). Sad to see the 
singer didn’t split his head open this time. | ing ik 
iy Shae Pp was looking forward to that, I like 
Trans AM, The Fucking Champs and The Baseball Fury. W 

really enjoyable gig. Far more entertaining than mueies Ne 
Game, The BB (that’s Baseball, not Baskin) Fury opened with their an; ila 
tock. Tight as fuck, well almost. The drummer, who was flipping good nt 
you — took a stroll round the high stool mid song. I liked that. His tasher was 
as rocking as their tunes. The guitarists spread their legs a lot Cheap whore 
impressions anyone? Next- The Fucking Champs. Fucking by name fucking 
by nature, Fucking good that is. Thin Lizzy meets Annihilator Guitarist was a 
genius. The gathered metallers went apeshit for them Bought all their records 


“Highway To Hell” / Quicksand “Manic Compression” / 


as well. Trans Am — Kraftwerk meets Thin Lizzy. They even tore through 
“Bad Reputation” A far better version than Thin As Lizzy’s. Vocoder action 
the whole way - even when he thanked the crowd for clapping. That was fun 
If you missed this one -— you suck more than Reverb do. Sits nicely into the 
top five AMC gigs ever alongside Raging Speedhorn, Sweep the Leg Johnny, 
Catharsis/Newborn and Wulf (snigger, snigger). If this gig had to be rated in 
top cider terms then it would easily have been 10 pint bottles of Bulmers. 
Harum Scarum, Fuktifino and Silverpearl. Silverpearl sounded like a band 
who haven’ trehearsed enough, They are not tight. Some of their riffs rock but 
the band doesn’t. They stand still, The bass player would make a good statue 
More ideas and time changes please and lose the boring guitar parts. Fuktifino 
on the other hand were the complete opposite. They jumped around a lot 
especially the frontman — which was pleasing to sce. They've come on leaps 
and bounds from the demo | heard about a year ago. Entertaining stuf Harum 
Scarum. three piece female hardcore punk rock njoyable but nol amazing, 
Some nice id melodies and time changes — Silverpear did you take note? 
‘The AMC were slightly despairing at 9.45 with an empty High Stool, but by 
the time HS came on the place had filled up nicely fora Tuesday night 
Freebase, Inside Conflict, The Swarm and Half Mast 
Half Mast kick things offand they nile, Two vocalists eating up the floor of 
the High Stool, Heavier than a bag of donkey balls, they go down very well 
Looking fonvard to experiencing their mayhem again soon Local death 
metallers The Swam run throught their ususal set of vicious 
gruntinggroaning, and riffola, Inside Conflict are amazing. Napalm Death 
meets Benumb meets US hardcore. Tight as a ducks arse in water, their pint 
sized vocalist leads the line well, The boys onstage jump around alot, except 
for the drummer ofcourse. They slip ina cover of Hatebreed’s “Last Breath” 
Great band. Freebase round things off very nicely. The new songs sound great 
and escape the confines of the over bearing UK metalcore scene by opting for 
some Bruisers style punk in amongst the metal barrage. Their new ed should 
rock. Cool gig anda nice way to enda Bank Holiday weekend 
Robocop Kraus 
Major fuck up time with no support band on the night. The Robocop ones 
did't emerge from the jacks in theirtin foil shirts til around | 10 clock, It's a 
wonder everybody hadn't fucked offhome. Well [had to fuck off and because 
ofthe lateness of their set! caught a bare 20 minutes of them, However it was 
atop notch 20 minutes as the rocked like motherfuckers, especially that “Dead 
Serious” song. 
‘Throat, Breed 77 and Calzino Fiasco 
Calzino Fiasco is already banging away by the time I get there. First time I've 
seen them sans vocals and they sound even better I think They give it loads, 
thrashing away on stage and moving about a fair bit, Breed 77 are next and 
they're woeful. Typical metal attitude from the wanker ofa vocalist, The have 
absolutely no songs worth hearing, again. No doubt, with a few metal mags 
behind them they’ Il be huge. Having head good things about 7Hroai fora long 
lime my expectations were fairly high. Sadly Throat didn’t live upto them. | 
think Tooth actually do the style better than them, although Throat probably 
have better vocals, | thought Calzino were best on the night ? 
Darkest Hour, Dawncore, Spindrift and Stand Up Guy 
I think Stand Up Guy are great. Having, heard their self released cd a few 
weeks carlier I thought they were even beiter live. For a band playing such 
heavy riffs, they have a great control of the instruments. They definitely bring 
Will Haven and Neurosis to mind. Look forward to seeing these lads live 
again soon. Spincrift are good also. They’ve altered their sound slightly and 
sound more like Raging, Speedhorn now than the Machine Head style they 
had, They have a good few songs under their belts too and should go down 
well with the metal posse around Ireland 
Dawncore ae chaotic They play like Dillinger Escape Plan, Drowningman 
and Botch. They grab the crowd by the balls and win everyone over. Even the 
hardened metallers, They’re extremely nice guys too, Darkest Hour go on last 
and apologize for the loss of their guitarist who had jetted back to America 
mid tour- sulking, This stops them from playing a full set, but what they do 
deliver rips the roof off the High Stool. For nerds they sure know how to 
dance with the devil, Swedish metal meets US hardcore and it’s fuckin’ 
heavier thana bag full of donkeys bollocks. Fuckin’ top notch line up and gig 
for the mere £3 


Shiner and Aina 
Aina opened and rocked like Jawbosx. Very much like Jawbox infact. They 


were enjoyable but one 7 inch was the extent of my purchases on their 
recorded material. Shiner rocked too, Again in Jawbox fashion but there was a 
touch of the Foo Fighters about them also. Again one item was the extent of 
my purchase, this time going for Shiner's “The Egg” cd of which good things 
had been read. Incidentally | was at the Tuesday night of this gig. as it 
happened again on the Wednesday night with the headline roll reversed 

Enjoyable rock but nothing outstanding, 

Owls, Mr. Creosote and Steven Ryan 

Steven Ryan of Tooth fame brings his one man show to the Boat Club. It’s 
very different stuff to what he does with Tooth but it’s clear to see he’s a good 
guitarist. Not the easiest thing to do, standing by yourself playing your songs 
in front of some strangers but he pulls it off well, I like the way he uses an 
electric guitar as opposed to an acoustic one..,kind of reminded me of Frank 
Blacks approach, Mr. Creosote for all the world are like an indie version of 
Godflesh, Mark from Tooth backs him up with bass tonight and it fills the 
sound out a bit. It’s decent stuf! but maybe a little repetitive. ‘The closing 
song, one which he called “a type of Weezer pop song” sounded dead good 
and I'd like to hear more of that good stuff. The Owls bass player who 
miraculously sleep through the opening two bands wakes up and plugs in, and 
they set about entertaining with their jangly, quirky jazz influenced post 
hardcore meets emo. There’s an odd atmosphere between band and crowd, 
highlighted by the long silences between songs as the brilliant Victor Villareal 


tunes his guitar The singers dancing was onginal to say the least. They do 
plenty of good and | happily buy their cd. 

Cold War, The Swarmand Abaddon Incarnate 
The Swarm do the usual deathly attack. The song with the Helloween style 
melodic chorus is still their best effort. If they played new songs | certainly 
didn’t hear them, Cold War run through their usual set and seem to have a 
laugh, The crowd is much bigger than when they played here last due to the 
tree entry and they belt out all the songs from the demo and some new ones. 
Abaddon Incarmate got a great review in Terorizer for their latest cd and from 
the opening few songs its not hard to see why, They are top notch death metal 
and would makea killing in Europe, The bass player has rubber hands going 
by the way he wanked the bass. The singers between song banter sounded like 
Dustin the Turkey. You know, all “baaaatter buuurmger” type suff Afler 
what seemed to be a half hour or so he announces that they've played 30 
songs! No-one believes him but they could have they're so fast I liked my 
dose of death metal years ago but this band are too awesome to overlook. 
Great stull Wouldn't be at all surprised to see Relapse or Earache pick them 
up, 

Cheek Engine and Mrs. Pilgrimm 

Mrs. Pilgrimm = one girl and her cello, plus loop machine/pedals type stu. 
She certainly was a new experience and had the crowd totally silent 
throughout her set. Reminded me a lot PJ Harvey and Stina Nommenstead??? 
in the vocal department but the cello loops were the fantastic set highlight. 
Check Engine were the shit. The drummer broke a drumstick during the 
opening song leathering it off the cymbals. The lights went out. The players 
bounced around, The drummer and bass player were funny fuckers. Check 
Engine rocked. Check Engine are the shit. 


Zu, Guapo and 22. 
22 opened after they had all finished going, to the toilet, Dunno ifthey washed 


their hands or not but they all danced onstage to the sound of their dum 
machine beating away. They rock out, kinda like Big Black meets Nirvana 
The bass players knob stays in as he de-grooves away in his own lithe world 
Nice. Guapo ain't so mighty. Not as mighty as everyone says they are, 
They're boring in fact. Instrumental bullshit that only the musicians enjoy 
‘cos they're fuckin’ playing it and that keeps them on their toes. Was it one 
long, song they played? Their samples were cool though and almost saved the 
day. Zu were a mess. Allover the freaking joint, Too feckin’ jazzy for my 
liking. One of them wore a H20 tshirt. That's the best compliment 1 can pay 
them, 

SkipDayToner, Lux Lisbon and Weevil. 

Arriving at the boat club at 9,35 and Weevil had just finished Apparently 
their driver had to be back in Cork asap. 1 was annoyed as theyre supposed to 
be really good and I wanted to see them, and they probably just played for the 
other bands andamc members as feck all punters were in by this stage. Lux 
Lisbon weren't great. All female 4 piece playing jangly emo. Not very 
exciting. Skip Day Toner were much much better, Like Fugazi, Bluetip and 
Sweep The Leg Johnny in one. Great energy and time changes. At 5 euro in I 
felt I didn't get value for money 


Mossv Rock, Email: rockmossy@hotmail com 


Well here we are again — certainly a lot 
has happencd since the last issue of Unfit 
for Consumption = both worldwide and 
personally plus we have been subjected 
to the retum of Trev from Down Under. 
It’s about time the lazy git got back from 
tanning himself and got down to the 
serious work of getting, another issue out 
He was sorely missed by his mates (no 
one to take the piss out of) and by: the 
motorists of Limerick —roads have gone 
to shitsince he lefi the council ha ha. 


No doubt the biggest issue of the year was the tragedy of Sept. 11" in New 
York and Washington. Now Iam not going to go off on one about the whole 
situation as I could offer nothing new on the subject and nothing | could say 
will change your view on the events anyway. The one thing | will say on the 
matter is the role religion played in the whole event. What kind of sad 
mindless muppet would kill themselves and thousands of others in the name 
ofreligion. It’s asad fact that when it boils down to it more people have been 
killed in the name of religion then anything else in the history of mankind 

Almost every single war or dispute going on around the world at the moment 
is centred around religion and what version of “God” you put your faith in 1 
have long since lostall faith in organized religion and to me it’s nothing more 
then a money spinning rip-off to swindle poor, innocent simple-minded 
people out of there hard camed cash in order to ‘case’ the burden of their sins 
and live the disillusioned lic that this will some how give them a fast track to 
eternal happiness in the afierlife. But at least this form of worship/devotion 1s 
liveable and in the end does not harm anybody. [t’s the mindless brainwashed 
moron that seems willing to kill and harm countless others (a sin in all forms 
of religion as far as 1 am aware of) to get to the promised land seems the 
stupidest thing of all, 1 mean what religion or reasonable train of thought can 
justify that taking the lives of others is “God’s” will!!! | could go on about 
this for hours but what's the point — it’s only my opinion and I will never be 
able to de-convert someone anyway, | am not attacking peoples faith and 
choices it’s the whole role that the hierarchy of organized religions play which 
bug me, But here is something you should think about - if every form of 
religion is the right one(in their minds) and all other forms are wrong and 
blasphemous — then who the hell is in heaven???? 


1 have been domg a lot of travelling this year (Africa, Malaysia and Australia) 
believe me | could not afford to go to all these places but circumstances led 
me there and each trip was so different experience wise yet each was in itself 
the trip ofa life time. Lam not going to go on about all the wonderful things 1 
did and places | visited — this is a Hardcore fanzine and nota travel mag 
Instead 1 am going to tell you why [ went and what I leamed from the 
different countries, culture and people | experienced. | meet my girlfriend six 
weeks before she left to go on a trip around the world for nine months. Lousy 
timing but then life is never simple. What started out as just being a bit of fun 
tumed into something more which led me to experience emotions and 
situations I would never have experienced if | had not taken a chance on a 
feeling. 1 travelled to Cape Town and spent two weeks driving around South 
Africa experiencing total abstract poverty one second and then stupid over the 
top richness the next — the whole thing brought home to me what is so wrong 
with most of the world today. There ts so litthe middle ground — it's cither one 
extreme or the next. No one seems to be prepared to bridge the gap. But I 
have leamed that it always seems to be those that have the least that are 
prepared to give you the most. It’s very humbling knowing that there are those 
that are worse off then you and deal with hardship on a daily basis that you 
could not imagine, But despite that they still try to have a smile on their face 
or will co out of their way to help you. When travelling in Malaysia 1 
discovered the hold that religion and government still have in some countries 
and the control they exert on everyday life. Everything is censored over there 
and itis uly annoying and insulting that governments deem it necessary to 
censor what adults can and cannot listen to and see, | mean what is wrong 
with a bit of swearing in music and movies ~ it’s part of the everyday life, 
whether you like it or not - so why censor it!!! [t's not going to stop it being 
used and totally ruins a song or movie dialogue if halfof it is missing. And as 
for on-screen nudity of any description - forget about it, Why can’t they just 
let people decide for themselves what they want to see and hear. 


My final word for this issue is to take a chance on life — give you feelings the 
chance to let you experience what is out there and enjoy life as much as you 
can, Be good to yourself and others, the world has enough assholes without 
you adding to it 


“The wrong way home” by Peter Moore. / “The League of Gentlemen” / 
“Jackass TV". / Curries and Vegetarian Chilli./ Bad Religion / CIV / Cypress 
Hill / “Monsters Inc,” 


101 Rules of Black Metal By Danny Dirt and Rigor Mortis 


I, Don't be gay. 2. Be “true”, 3. All people who aren't "true" are gay. 4. Be 
grim, 5, Be necro, 6, Be simultancously grim and necro if at all possible. 7. 
Break things while being grim and necro. 8. Don't have fun at concerts, Stand 
around with arms crossed. 9. Repeat all above while denouncing organized 
religion in any form. 10, Never ever, R under ANY circumstances. ..11. 
Listen to Peccatum, 12, When someone asks you if you enjoy the music of 
Mayhem, point out that you only enjoy the music of "the true" Mayhem 
Maniac is gay. 13, Don't play with fuzzy things, excepting that by "play" you 
mean "bum". I. Don't be Dani Filth. 15. Never, ever, under any 
circumstances utter the phrase "Kenny G slams, man." 16. Don't be Dani 
Filth, 17, When your mom tells you to take out the garbage tell her that youre 
too metal to remove refuse, 18, Don't pronounce words that silly as Attila did 
on Mayhem's "DeMystertiis..." 
(Fftffuuuuuuuuuuuunnnonnannneeeeeeeerrmraaaaal Fog) 19. Sodomize a 
virgin whore. 20. Sodomize anything that is not male. (Fuzzy things look 
out!) 21, Make sure your album goes out of print about 3 ycars after its 
telease,,, so it becomes ‘cull, 22. When in doubt, say "True Norwegian Black 
Metal!" 23, If that doesn't work, blast beats can fill any silence, 24, Tum any 
cross you find upside-down, 25. Nipple twisting is not a black metal activity. 
26, Write a cult, underground, grim and necro zine. Feature only interviews 
with bands no one has heard of, even "true" black metallers, 27. Never ever, 
EVER, EVER be open-minded. 28. Never write songs less than 15 minutes 
long and containing less than 15 adjectives in the title. 29. a) paint face. b) go 
in woods, c) act like troll, 30. Don't be Mortiis (or Dani Filth). 31. Don't wear 
white shoes after Labor Day 32, Don't make jokes only your mom would get. 
33. Don't make jokes, 34, When in doubt, scowl with eyes downtumed. 35. 
Don't eat Marshmellow Peeps. 36. To producers of black metal albums: 
remember..no low end! If it doesn't hurt to listen to, it can't be "tue". 37. 
Make sure that no less than half of the musicians on your album are "session" 
members, 38, When in concert, always grow! names of songs so that they are 
imperceptible. This will ensure that anyone who doesn't have your “cult” LP 
won't get it. 39. Never play live. 40. When getting ready to go to a show, 
completely forget that the other people there are not going to the show to look 
at you, 41. Use barbed wire whenever possible, (Note: this assists in being 
both "necro" and "grim".) 42. When asked by a non true BMer what BM is, 
say something like, "BM is the raw essence of pure black evil in man", in any 
c make sure that by the conversations end, the other person still has no 
idea what black metal is, 43, Drive one of your band members to suicide, and 
claim he died because of the "mainstream" "infecting" the "scene". 44, 
Reform with "old members" and release an album intended to produce 
commercial success, 45, When it flops say that you meant it to fail cause 
anything less wouldn't be "true", 46, Have a side project. Ensure that all other 
members of your band also have side projects, 47. Fill out the other slots in 
your other member's side projects as "session" musicians. 48, Record 
everything, in the same studio with the same 
producer/instruments/equipmenVetc, 49. Make sure your album cover never 
consists of more than three colors 
(color options allowed: grey, black, white), 50, Publicly state that your band is 


"non-religious", then use the word "Satan" over 400 times on your one-song 
thinty-minute album. 51, Never stuff your shoes to make them appear puffy 
and avoid the wearing of backwards baseball caps ifat all possible. Red ones 
in particular, 52, Insist that music should never progress and that it should still 
sound the same way it did 9 friggin years ago. 53. Never say "friggin". 54. 
Never finish anything you start. 55. The word “Hail” is the only appropriate 
greeting whenever greeting someone “true”. 56. If feeling especially true on a 
given occasion, try "Infernal Hails". 57, All logos must include illegible 
writing and at least one inverted cross and/or pentagram, This is non- 
negotiable, 58. When referring to sex with a Metal Chick use only the 
terminology “sticking my clouded frost-spire into her gates of attrition", 59, 
Design complex logo for your grim black metal band on binder paper in the 
middle of math class. 60. Accept every interview youre offered... then pretend 
that you really don't enjoy being interviewed. 61. Thoroughly enjoy Star Trek 
The Next Generation. 62. Wait... scratch that last one. (See rule 1) 63. Never 
divulge to any outsiders the Exact Day of the Divine Arrival of the Massive 
Hoof. Instead, inform them that they should be ready to suck the Dark Lord's 
greasy @#%$ at any time. 64. Use the phrase "suck the dark lord's greasy 
@#%S" whenever possible. 65. If you ever find that you have somchow 
become a member of Hecate Enthroned, be sure to piece together a music 
video of scrap footage of yourself walking around in the woods at mght 
looking evil, Only, instead of being night make sure u's the middle of the 
@#%S day, and instead of looking evil, look dorky instead, (See also: rule 1) 
666. Own hundreds of black metal albums, demos and bootlegs. Listen to 
approximately 8 of them regularly, 67. Mumping a ceramic Virgin Mary in 
front of your uncle's house is not "pimping it" (unless you tell heryou're done 
then blow inher face like a shotgun when she turns around). 68. Refrain from 
using keyboard smilies when communicating via the Internet. Single 
acceptable smiley: 69. Why isn't the word "Northern" in your album title yet!? 
Get to it! Amateurs,..70. Spelling things correctly is neither grim nor necro 
71. Norsk Arysk Black Metal! Rahhh!! 72. No matter where you're from, 
pretend you're from Norway and therefore ‘true’. 73, Don't be Dani Filth. (1 
think that's clear) 74, All pets you own now will henceforth be known as 
"Crucifier", Any petsyou own in the future will also be known 
"“Crucificr".75. Truc black metaller: "Many of our dark hymns are influenced 
by the mighty Tolkien, , You have not read the works of Tolkien!? Nerd. Watt 
a minute. It appears 1am the nerdy one afer all!" 76, @#%$, I'm talking to 
myself again. 77. Norsk Arysk Blak Metal! Rahhh!! 78. That's better, on with 
the interview! 79. Burn down a church and get caught. 80, Create inverted 
crosses in all possible instances. Suggested tools: Drumsticks, twigs, pool 
cues, pencils, ete. (See also "clouded frost spire") 81. Profess publicly that 
you are a Satanist and add that you are in touch with Nonvyay's ancient Pagan 
past. Pretend that somehow those two facts make sense in conjunction, 82. 
Stick your dick in the mashed potatoes, 83. Don't make Beastie Boys: 
references. 84, Dont make references, 85, Satanus. Hah huh huhuhuhuh 86 
Huhuhubuhuhuhuh, 87, If possible, design the title of your album so that it 
consists of three completely unrelated words, Dimmu Borgir are the master of 
this (ic. Enthrone’ Darkness Triumphant. Spiritual Black Dimer 
Puritanical Euphoric Misanthropia, Godless Savage Garden) but you may 
want lo refer to Immortals "Diabolical Full moon Mysticism". 88. As we all 
know, women have no place in the homoerotic world of black metal. but if 
your girl friend still won't stop bugging you about wanting to be involved in 
your band, give her a lame spoken word part or something. 89. Never form a 
band containing you, your wile and/or girlfriend. and some gay looking guy 
(See also: rule 11) 90, Go to bed when your mom tells you to, 91, If it's rare, it 
must be good, Order it immediately. 92, 1 will not add that as it is not metal 
enough, 93, Are you metal enough to be reading this? 94 Own every 
Darkthrone release, Listen to exactly none of them, 95. Own cult-as-fck 
shirts of bands you not only own no releases of, butal so haven't even heard 
96, Use the phrase "cult-as-f*ck" whenever possible, 97. Attempt to randomly 
throw the word "@#%$" during random segments of your songs. (Kindly: 
refer to Attilla’s work on De Mysteriis Dom Sathanas.) 98. In order to make 
your recording more incomprehensible and therefore more “cult", be sure to 
cither select a singer who has only a tenuous grasp on the lan, to be sung. 
(Acceptable languages: Norwegian, Latin, Oreish.) 99, I'll tell vou what your 
album lay out needs... Some titties. 100. And you know what else? How long 
since you acted like a troll” Pick up that makeup and fight, soldier! 101, You 
mean to tell me you read this whole thing when you could've have been 
prancing about in the forest with an axe? For shame! For shaaaaame Wore 
rules: 102, Be utterly unable to differentiate between good and bad music, so 
that when you get the new Impaled Nazarene album, and your mates are there. 
you have to nod and go "veah.. Dark. Like it", even though it's cack, and you 
can't look them inthe eve 103. Only like non-Black Metal music if it gets the 
official endorsement of Count Grishnacht or such-like ina Terrorizer 
interview, So i's ok to like Wagner, but vou can't listen to Motorhead 104 
Darkthrone sold out, IL 1s important to know this, as te could save your life in 
certain situations. 105, there is no god, but there IS, repeat 1S, a Satan. 106, In 
every interview, mention that there is something about your band which 
makes you different from all those other Black Metal bands, then in your 
description of exactly what that is, reassure everyone that there is really 
nothing much different about you at all, really. 


= Set the scene ; The Backpackers are Me, 
ad FR Michelle (my girlfriend), Louise, Jennifer 
and Alison (who are identical twins). 


We flew from Sydney to Ayres Rock, This 
= cuts out a 6 hour journey in a mini-bus type 
' thing from Alice Springs to Ayres Rock. 
Flying over the Red Centre was spectacular 
You meet up with your tour guide straight 
away and have lunch, Then you start your 
Ayres Rock adventure. Ayres Rock is 


| LOVE 

STEPS 
Mie HAN amazing. Definitely a case of believing the 
hype here. To watch it tum from dark red 
to bright orange at 70 clock in the morning is quite amazing. The climb 
is closed. An aborigine elder has sadly passed away and the climb has 
been closed in his honour. Incidentally, the aborigine people don’t want 
you to climb the rock. The government is putting pressure on them to 
keep it open due to the tourist influx. A park ranger informs us that in a 
few years time the aborigines wish of closing the climb will be granted. 
A94 km walk around the base, takes us a few hours to complete. At 
night we stay in permanent tents amidst the threat of mice eating our 
food stash. There's also swags on offer for anyone wishing to sleep out 
under the stars. | declined being a big softic who's afraid of insect 
crawling all over my face while I’m asleep! There's also the threat of 
spiders, We sleep well...well sort of. The Kings Canyon and The Olgas 
are also on the trip. OF the two, the Kings Canyon is the most impressive 
but also a bloody long trek weighing in at 3 hours! However one pit stop 
at the Garden Of Eden makes it all worthwhile as this place is one of the 
most beautiful places I have ever seen. Our tour guide is shit. The other 
group have an ex-Neighbours “star”, He seems a lot more enthusiastic 
than our slouch. On the final day there’s a 6 hour drive to Alice Springs. 
Between sleep and H20 “Go!” time passes fairly quickly. We stayed at 
Elke’s Hostel. It was grand. The tour then meets up for pizza and beer 
(c'mon the XXXX, ya good thing ya!) and to say goodbye to everyone, 
There’s a woeful cover band playing who try to get people involved by 
asking them to play a cowbell and such. We make our excuses and leave, 


Flight to Caims the next morning, We stayed at the Bohemia Hostel on 
our flatmate Catherine’s recommendation. Fair play to her it was cool 
there, with free 24 hour swimming pool, table tennis and pool tables. We 
stayed here for 2 nights. Caims is nice but surprisingly doesn’t have a 
beach. | come across a shop called “Metal Assault” (which actually had 
nothing to do with heavy metal) and pose for the obligatory devil sign 
photogmph. You know that 666 thing with your fingers The hostel’s 
price also includes cheap meal vouchers, although the vegetable vol-au- 
vents and boiled rice could hardly be considered cuisine. Being the 
global travellers that we are, we succumb to temptation and head for the 
nearest “Oirish pub", which happens to be PJ Gallaghers. | fancy a pint 
of the black stuff which I get after paying through the teeth for it, Docs 
Guinness travel well? My arse it does. A quick check of my email reveals 
160 messages with about 145 all thanks to Cormy Sheehan's Irish Punk 


e-groups. 


Frosty Ryan’s drunken sing, song message on the mobile raises some 
humour as another carly rise is called for. The 2 hour bus to Mission 
Beach almost was an easy ride until the final straight became a final bend 
anda dizzy spell kicked in. We're collected by Scotty’s hostel by a right 
“geezer” who sadly acts as if we've arrived in “I-beef-a", Still it’s 
beautiful here and the layout of the hostel brings Thailand flooding back 
to memory. We decline the hostel’s offer of a game of beach 
cricket,,.not because we're an antisocial mob (we are) but because 
cricket is shit and I'd rather sec the sights. A decent thing about this 
place is the shop sells everything in singles...like a slice of cheese or a 
slice of bread. They're cheap too so you can have a good breakfast/lunch 
for about 5Op. They also sell bananas for 5 fuckin’ p!!! The girls all 
decide they’re going to do their skydives here, Evening time approaches 
and we make usc of our free drink vouchers at the Hard Banana bar (get 
it? Hard Banana - yeah had me in stitches too), lashing back schooners 
of donkey's bollox to beat the band and singing along to Christina 
Aguilera’s “Come On Over”. The morning time arrives and try as they 
might, the girls fail miserably trying to talk me into the skydive. It's a 
10,000 ft tandem dive and costs about £150, They eventually all do it and 
suffer various reactions from shock to glee. Michelle, always the one 
mad to do the high risk activities loves it, It sure looks great 
though... from the safety of the golden beach of course, Scotty's is a cool 
place to stay but they sure are a nosey shower of fuckers. Time to leave 


The morning rises are getting earlier, Michelle and | are up at 7.30 today 
for the mammoth bus journey to Airlie Beach. Luckily after discovering 
we'd left asmall bag behind, two Dutch guys arrive on the scene with the 
bag in tow. Thanks lads. We stop off in Townsville to break the journey. 
We hang around Townsville for a few hours, cat some Thai food 
(including some delicious coconut rice) and generally just laze about in 
the sun, Townsville reminds me a bit of Limerick with its river bridges 


+ 


and pedestrian sirect. The bus to Airlic is empty which is cool as we get 
to stretch out for a sleep. A combination of Big Momma's House, 
Godnose and Mindsnare records and chatter helps the journey fly by and 
it’s almost 10 o'clock at night when we roll into Airlie Beach 


We stayed at Koala Backpackers in Airlic. A shower of wasters but you 
don’t have much other choice. The noise from Paddy Shenanigans 
pub/disco is unbearable and it keeps us awake until the early hours. To 
make matters worse the foot stomping next door wakes me at 6.30 am., 
the smoke alarm goes off repeatedly for 10 minutes (someone was 
obviously burning the shit out of their break fast) and the curtain falls 
down on top of my head. A check out call comes in through the door. are 
they worried we'll run without paying? With two 100 litre backpackers is 
it? Stupid tossers. | hate Koalas hostels. Avoid them like the plague if at 
all possible, Airlie Beach is really cool, A big party town although | 
wasn’t in the mood. We hang, out on the beach killing time before our 
Solway Lass adventure. The Solway Lass is a 99 year old ship that has 
sank twice. It’s now used for taking tourists on, board for 3 nights and 
showing them the sights on the waters of the Great Barrier Reef and The 
Whitsundays and it was great. Hard to sleep(as its warm down below 
deck) but they serve up great food. One of the best things is that you get 
to do snorkelling and scuba diving. Despite not being the greatest of 
swimmers | grabbed both chances immediately. Never look a gift horse 
in the mouth and all that. The coral and fish you see are simply 
breathtaking. As was Whitehaven Beach, Never before have I seen sand 
so clean and soft. The weirdesy experience of the 3 nights was after some 
fun and drinking games involving a few VBs, some sangria and a 
sweeping brush, the cries of “help me, help me” are heard. The 
following sounds resemble the captain dashing upstairs and then it all 
calms down. Everybody whispers about the mysterious goings on over 
breakfast the following moming but nobody seems to have an answer. As 
a precaution everybody has to return to their rooms and everybody is 
accounted for, Half the time on the boat is spent lazing around. “Around 
Ireland With A Fridge” helps pass the time. Qut of 32 on board, 16 are 
Irish. South Molle island is another destination for the boal.To me this 
place may as well have Jamaica. Its amazing. On arrival the islands 
occupants are feeding parrots and fish (including, a huge sting rays) 
which was cool to see. 


Retum to Airlie Beach for another night at Koala’s. We're sharing with 
two Canadian guys who eventually head out and give us some spice. 
Trying to get info from the others as to what they're doing about Fraser 
Island is like drawing blood from a stone, I decide to stay in relaxing and 
Tam woken by the sounds of five (drunken) people returning to the room 
at various points of the night. 


Next day Michelle and I decide to book our Fraser Island tour at 
Backpackers and head off to Hervey Bay (the gateway to Fraser Island). 
The others haven't decided what they're doing, It's another long bus 
journey to Hervey Bay so we break itby getting out at Rockhampton at 2 
a.m, and hanging around the bus terminal until the next bus at 6. 15am, If 
you can handle the long journey don’t bother doing this as Iwas bored to 
fuck and too mentally and physically tired to do anything. Not much in 
Hervey Bay....but its nice and relaxing. Theres a cinema and a beach and 
a few shops. We stay at Koala’s again. No other choice ‘We get a room 
with some Dutch girls basically in our kitchen and the place is rife with 
cockroaches. 


Off to Fraser (sland with Kingfisher for the 2 nigh 3 day tour which 
tums out to be absolutely amazing. Anyone heading over that side of the 
world must fill this in as a must do!!! Simply superb. It also happens to 
be my birthday. Day one includes a visit to a remarkable Tropical 
rainforest, then lunch and a trip to Basin Lake for a swim which stirs up 
the water and encourages small turtles to come and feed (and they 
do!).Jts beers round a fire at sunset and theres wonderful views on sight. 
It's anice way to spend the birthday ch? Instead of falling round the bars 
of Limerick. Upon our return to camp we spot the first of a few dingos 
we get to see on the trip, We all get a couple of hours to wash etc before 
meeting up for dinner, beers and pool. Our tour guide turns out to bea 
really nice fella and his knowledge and story telling is the business. 
Michelle gets me a slice of cake to celebrate my birthday. Thinking the 
day couldn't get any better] retum to the accommodation to find 4 cans 
of Tooheys in the fridge with a free beer sign stuck to them. Class! And 
they're only 5 days out of date! 


Day two begins with a massive buffet breakfast before taking the drive to 
75 mile Beach, named so cos...ves you've guessed it... its 75 miles long! 
‘The wildlife and scenery on show today is spectacular including spiders, 
termites, sand blows, Indian Head (where we watch a sting ray from high 
up), Eli creek and more dingos. Michelle and | give up the sunset for a 
swim in the pool and a dip in the jacuzzi. The day ends with dinner and 
beers again, Day three starts with that huge breakfast again before we 
head off exploring again, The chance to sand surf down a huge sand blow 
cannot be ignored and it turns out to be a great laugh, though a balls to 
get back to the top after surfing down 


We catch an early evening boat back to and stay at Koala's yet again for 
one night. The night is spent at the cinema watching “Mummy Retums” 
Anything is better than hanging around Koalas. 


Bus to Noosa the following day. Noosa’s nice but there isn't much to do 
so we stay one night. Can't remember the hostels name but it was only 
average. We spend the afternoon walking through the National Park with 
the sights being wild Koalas and a naked old man who must have been 
65! It's Michelle's birthday so we go for a Chinese meal and a few pints 
of XXXX at Irish Murphys pub, (ah c’mon it was the nearest pub to the 
Chinese!) 


The bus to Brisbane is touch and go. We have to turn up and hope we get 
on. Brisbane's nice but like any major city. | toddle off to a Body Art 
exhibition at the art gallery, Some of the piercings and tattoos on show 
are both inspirational and scary. We stay one night. Some of the hostels 
are a good bit out from the city centre. A trip around the record stores is 
also on the cards and the likes of Rocking Horse and Skinny’s prove to 
be well stocked but a tad expensive for mere backpackers like myself. 
‘The moming, of the second day we visit the Koala Sanctuary which is 
only a short 15 minute bus journey from the city centre. The entrance fee 


goes into the upkeep of the park which is cool. We get to see all soris of 


animals from lace monitors to Tasmanian devils and | pick up a cheap 
mini-digeridoo. Michelle gets her picture taken with a koala, for which 
the fee also goes back into the upkeep of the sanctuary. We retum to 
downtown Brisbane collect our gear and board the bus to Surfers 
Paradise that evening, 


Stay at the Sleeping Inn hostel in Surfers Paradise and get collected in a 


limo!!! We're sharing aroom with some Asians who do nothing but surf 


all day and have been here 6 months already, How do they afford it? 
They're really friendly though and we talk a little before we go out 
looking around. Michelle reckons its like Spain. Fair enough. Our stay is 
one night only, and we get the bus to Byron Bay the following day 
(around 5 pm | think), Stay for 2 nights at the Arts Factory in Byron. It’s 
cool here but turns out to be the most expensive hostel we have paid for 
yet. Worth it though. We get to cat a superb veggie meal here before 
going to the hippy type cinema to see “Himalaya”. In fact the whole of 
Byron has a hippy feel and a certain substance fills the air everywhere in 
the town. The talent show night at the hostel proves to be great fun with 
the stars being Mickey from Japan (woeful singer), an Israeli guy (woeful 
singer and guitarist) and an English girl who balances two forks on apint 
glass with a toothpick. The bongos come out here at every opportunity. 
Byron's a cool place to hang. 


To break another long journey we get the bus to Coffs Harbour. A hostel 
lets us use their facilities for the day for $5 (luggage storage, showers, 
tewcoffee etc.,). We amble round the place resting at a whale watching 
point. Alas we spot none and decide to head back to the hostel and watch 
VV. The hostel brings us down to the bus at midnight for the final 
journey to Sydney. We've 9 hours ahead of us, 


New Zealand 

The hours belore departure and spent watching “Chopper”, saying 
goodbye, sending post home and generally moping around the place with 
a face as long as a wet weekend. The bus journey to the airport is 
drenched in sadness and plenty of tears arc dispersed before we disappear 
behind customs, The flight to Christchurch, New Zealand is at seven in 
the evening. The flight is a breeze. The food sucks and so does the film. 
Arriving in Christchurch at 12.30 a.m., Michelle’s bag has aroused 
suspicion with a nothing better to do big boned woman behind the 
monitor, So we're forced to wait in line as someone comes to inspect her 
bag. After taking virtually everything from the bag- which took feckin’ 
ages I'll feckin add - they conceded that the most illegal substance she is 
trafficking is Packet - fuckin’ - Soup! Welcome to New Zealand — the 
most paranoid place in the world, We quickly head outside and flog the 
packet soup to some locals insisting it’s the latest street drug in the 
States, Cauliflower and Broccoli amphetamines, We'll eat well for 
breakfast tomorrow. Nah, I'm kidding, the first thing that hits us when 
we step outside is the cold. It’s freezing and for a split second | think I'm 
home in Limerick, after disembarking at Shannon. The mini bus from the 
hostel collects us and we're Charlie B's bound in no time. 


It's ado nothing day today. There's tension in the group as the Twins are 
debating whether to go on travelling or cut everything short and head for 
home. 1 avoid it as much as possible and head to the T.V. lounge to 
watch Italian soccer and “In ‘The Name of the Father”. The twins decide 
to head home to Ireland. Louise is far from pleased and storms off 
crying, There’s a bit of.a standoff for an hour or so before things calm 
down and we decide to head for a look around Christchurch, followed by 
pints of Cantebury Draught at a run down half-Irish bar called Baileys, 


.as we've to catch an 8 a.m. bus to the 
This train journey turns out to be amazing. It’s 


Retum of the early ri 
TranzAlpine train station, 


four hours plus across bridges, viaducts, lakes, snow capped mountains 
and glorious scenery. There’s a bunch of muck savages from Cork sitting 
opposite us who make light work of some sandwiches and muffins 1 
leave them a tenner, fearing they hadn't eaten for weeks. P.S. If you're 
reading this lads — how's it going? 


It's Noah's Ark hostel in Greymouth tonight with the creatively animal 
themed rooms. We get the Kiwi room quite fittingly. Greymouth is a one 
horse town and reminds me of a more picturesque Nenagh. (That's not to 
say Nenagh is ugly lads, so calm the feck down let ye!) We decide more 
pints are on the menu...out of boredom more than anything so the likes 
of DB, Celtic Red and Golden are sloshed back with aplomb due to the 
very affordable prices. The first leg of New Zealand versus Australia’s 
World Cup qualifier is on, Australia win thanks to an awful blunder by 
the NZ keeper. We return to our room to find it freezing. The heater is 
timed and tums itself off after 5 or so minutes. Fuck sake, Cheap 
bastards. 


It’s the start of the Magic Bus trip today. The Magic Bus is a hop on hop 
off when you like ticket for bus travel around both the North and South 
islands of New Zealand. The drive turns out to be entertaining as we stop 
in Hokitika to visit a jade factory, stop off in the middle of nowhere 
Mahin Apua Hotel for 7.5% Hooker beer (at 10 in the morn, and where 
the bar owner has a collection of about 1200 hats hanging from the 
ceiling), visit a gold mining town called Ross, where you can pan for 
slivers of gold, before finally arriving in Franz Joseph. Upon arrival we 
ditch the backpacks and head straight for the Helicopter Line offices, 
where we're booked in to do a Heli-Hike on Franz Joseph Glacicr. ‘The 
helicopter ride is cool and you get to see some fantastic arial views on the 
glacier. Being in the helicopter feels like you're moving in slow motion. 
Anyway, we get to hike around the glacier for about 2 and % hours 
Muggings here takes a little dip.,.ok I slipped and fell., into chest high 
below zero water after about % an hour and subsequently have to 
complete the hike in soggy clothes. This later adds up to me having a 
bastard ofa flu. We stay at the Chateau Franz Joseph which turns out to 
be well equipped with a pool table, playstation, intemet and an extensive 
video library, 


The following day we make our way from Fox Glacier to Haast. The 
highlight of this trip being the wonderful bridges we cross. We put our 
heads down for the night in a one horse town called Makaroa. Holy shit, 
this place had one shop which closes al 6 and no pub. It makes an ideal 
location for catching up on the diary writing and reading. 


Makaroa to Queenstown. On the way we stop at Puzzleworld and its 
great fun and time to test the old brain which has been lying dormant for 
much of this trip. The owner of this place came up with the idea in 1971 
but every bank laughed off his idea saying he would fail miserably. Now 
over 20 years later its become a huge attraction. The maze proves to be 
everyones enemy and a bit of cheating doesn’t go a miss, Theres plenty 
of “Kodak moments” on the drive by Lake Wanaka and we stop off her 
to refuel both the bus and ourselves. Michelle has decided to do a bungy 
jump. Meck old me has opted out yet again. The site of the bungy is the 
site of the first ever bungy jump in the world when AJ Hackett dived in 
1988, Since then he’s been diving from the Eiffel Tower and such but 
ultimately he’s made a fortune from this game. I'm fairly nervous when 
Michelle jumps, god knows whats she’s fecling like herself’ Anyway she 
jumps, she gocs up and down and around for a bit and the boat collects 
her and all is well. We're back in the bus and we're moving onto 
Queenstown. The first impressions of this place is it looks like 
Switzerland. Immediately we book our ski trip for the following day. It's 
a beginners course and works out rather cheaply considering you get a 
full day on the slopes with an instructor and all the gear. The skiing turns 
out to be a laugh although my dangly legs contrive to make me a disaster. 
To anyone | took out on the slopes....sorry! Our instructor whos only 18 
has been skiing for 15 of those! 

The next day is a day of leisure, And a much needed one at that as I’m 
aching from the skiing the day before. A few pints of Speight’s original 
ale are downed before watching some Alan Partridge on the box. Tonight 
I'm sharing with a Icague of nationals in a male only dorm, The snoring 
is unbelievable, 


Queenstown to Dunedin. Dunedin is the Edinburgh of the South Its 
uncannily Scottish. It's a big student town and has some alright record 
stores which mainly sell the “big’ punk names. 1 pick up a cd copy of 
Earth Crisis “All Out War” for £3 which is a deal. On the bus journey 
here we get to see the impressive Clyde Dam Hydro Scheme. If you saw 
the amount of water that thing was holding back you'd understand how 
nervous the citizens in this neck of the woods are 


Dunedin to Christchurch, Early morning rise and a quick stop of the 
Guinness Book of Records recognised Worlds Steepest Street, Baldwin 
Street. It’s a fairly long journey and we arrive back in Christchurch 
around 3.30pm. We're staying in Charlie B’s again 


Christchurch to Kaikoura is only a short distance and we get to stop off at 
a wild seal colony which amazingly is at the side of a busy road, Jees, 
those seals are smelly, We arrive in Kaikoura and book out spot on the 
Whale watching trip. Its touch and go as to whether the boat will head 
out due to rough seas but thankfully it does. For a cost of 85 NZ dollars 
we sce three sperm whales, dolphin pods, albatross and another seal 
colony. The whole experience is out of this world, especially watching 
the whales come to the surface for air then return to the sea bed. This 
again isa must do. : 
We hostel at the Dusky Lodge who include a breakfast and buns in their 
cheap price and emerge as one of the nicest hostels we stay in. 


Its time to cross the Cook Straight. So the bus takes us to Picton for the 
ferry to Wellington. 

The All Blacks are playing France in the second match of a three match 
test, so the ferry is jammers with rugby jocks. The thiee hours are passed 
sipping DB Export, listening to the Cold War demo and reading Nick 
Hornbys “About A Boy” 


Wellington is NZ's capital. I'm delighted to be in a big city again and 
head out looking for records stores. Snapcase “Steps” on cd for £1 is the 
best bargain I hunt down. Our hostel is dodgy so we spend as much time 
away from it as possible. 

We decide to hit the Irish bars again. Molly Malone and Kitty O’Sheas 
being the best of them. 

Lion Red and Lion Brown prove to be top notch tipples. The following 
day the girls get their Tarot cards read, before we explore some more and 
settle for a Chinese meal, The All Blacks match is on tonight. Our 
hostel 's bar is running, a Steinlager promotion to celebrate the match and 
when ask fora Lion Red about three blokes at the bar scream at me that 
the “Steinie’”” is on special offer. “Steinie” it is then | exclaim. Well, you 
should have seen the size of those Maori blokes. A few bottles of 
“Steiriie” later, and it's olf to Molly Malones. Desperate for a bit of 
decent music | take a chance, leave the girls and toddle off 

to Valve to see Channel 13, Offbeats and Royal Rumble 

even though they’re all ska influenced bands. They turn out to be 
entertaining, especially after a few more beers and some Stormtroopers 
(vodka, jagermeister and blackcurrant (?)) Valve turns out to be a cool 
little venue even though from the outside, it looks like a den of 
indecency. The following day we take a trip to the ‘Te Papa museum and 
cultural centre after eating a wonderful veggie meal, This place is huge 
and has free entry. There's heaps to discover and enjoy and we spend a 
good few hours wandering around getting clued in on Maori traditions 
and general science, 


My flu is getting worse. Damn that Glacier! Tuapo is the next place of 
call, Only need to spend one night here as theres not much to do. I stay 
up watching, “The Patriot” and “The Contender” which takes up about 5 
hours. | also get talking to an Irish lad who went to college in Limerick 
and before we know it its 2.30 am, and he’s up at 9 to do a sky-dive! 
We begin the next day with a visit to Huka Falls, This place feels ceric as 
we're informed that because of the water pressure there are 8 or 9 bodies 
being kept below the surface, A brief stop off in Rotorua enables us to 
buy some hand carved Maori statues for very reasonable prices. We 
arrive in Mt Maunganui with the evening to ourselves but on 
recommendation for the bus driver we head to the hot pools, It’s bloody 
freezing, | have the flu and the pools are outdoors but they tum out to be 
great. When you emerge from the hot spas and heated sea water pools 
you certainly feel like a refreshed person. 1 also pick up some cds ina 
secondhand shop for nextto nothing. Which as you can imagine pleased 
me noend. 


We'rehere in Auckland. The final leg, of our trip. 

We book into this huge hostel which has everything under its roof. My 
flu has stopped all activity and I call an carly night. However the sound 
of people murdering classics such as “Sweet Child O Mine” and the 
constant clattering. of the elevators combine well to keep me wide awake. 
The Lonely Planet pinpoints the K Road as the “alternative” area of 
Auckland so we catch a bus down there. | find the area a bit of a 
disappointment but | do find Crawlspace Records. It’s got a really good 
selection but seems pricey and considering we're off to America | decide 
to wait before purchasing. However a copy of Short Fast and Loud #7 
catches my eye though and for about £2.50 it's mine My flu is fuckin me 
up and I'm tired of the cold, Michelle and | try desperately to get a flight 
to L.A, a few days earlier, We've both had enough of the cold weather 
here in New Zealand, We're advised to call into the flight centre 
everyday. On the third day we get some seats It’s a mad dash around 
Queen St, buying up souvenirs after that and within hours we're on the 
bus tothe airport, looking forward to L.A. and sunshine as opposed to the 
{2 hr flight ahead of us. The flight is the worst ever and it’s lowlights are 
no veggie meal for Michelle and not one wink of sleep for my good self. 
Instead its up to AFI, Short Fast and Loud and 4 movies back to back to 
help pass the time, My last can of Tooheys turns out to be a sad affair. 
Anyway, fair fucks to those Aussies and Kiwis and their wonderful, 


wonderful beer. 
FC FR i 


In brief the Highlights of the USA were: 

LA : Universal Studios and Theme Park, Hollywood sign / Observatory, 
Mexican food on Hollywood Boulevard, Pizza slices on Hollywood 
Boulevard. Chinese Theatre, Picking up some cool music and zines. No 
flu! Vegan ice cream, Double Chocolate Stout. 

Boston : Meeting up with our friend Paula and staying with her for the 
bones of 2 weeks, Paula's boyfriend (who we didn’t meet last trip) songs 
down the pub and his potatoes and cabbage with Dairygold butter. The 
Beara pub, Function Fest in Dover, New Hampshire with American 
Nightmare, Bane, Kill Your Idols, Waterdown and heaps more, Sadly 
Converge didn’t play but even after having to stay overnight in Dunkin’ 
Donuts it was all worthwhile, Picking up some cool music and zines 
from Newbury Comics, Boston Common, the relaxed atmosphere in 
Boston as opposed to frantic L.A., The Littlest pub. Foo Yung with 
gravy. 

New York: Vans Warped for AFI, Rancid, 120, Dropkick Murphys, 
Rollins Band and more, Meeting Shane Tooth, St. Marks Place, Free 
email athotel/hostel, Deli food, Offy on every corner 


And fora bit of aplaylist. ., 


Live: 

Kill Your Idols / American Nightmare / Bane / H20 / Rancid / AFI / 
Catharsis / Newborn / Assert / Trans AM / The Fucking Champs / The 
Baseball Fury / Inside Conflict / Darkest Hour / Dawncore / Stand Up 
Guy / Owls / Check Engine / 22 


Recorded: 

Shark Attack /Fugazi / American Nightmare / Kill Your Idols / Catharsis 
/ Newborn / Tear It Up / Garrison / Tragedy / Blood or Whiskey / As 
Friends Rust /Stand Up Guy / Imbalance / System Of A Down / Breaker 
Breaker / Kids Near Water / Glasseater / Rival Schools / Neurosis / Your 
New Friend / Dukes of Nothing / ‘The Icarus Line / Hundred Reasons / 
Coldplay / Lawrence Ams / F-Minus/ Breach, 


Joke Time 
Q: How do you get aGoth out ofa tree? 
A: Cut the rope. 


Q: Ifthere's a Punk anda Skinhead in the back ofa car, who's in 
the front? 
A: Acop 


Q: What has 8 arms, can't play bass worth shit, and kills its girlfriend? 
A: Squid Vicious, 


Q: What do you call a skinhead fish? 
A: An Oi-ster. 


Q: What's so tragic about four ravers driving off acliff ina Honda Cwic? 
A: The car seats five. 


iécHbeb: 


TOO SAD TO CRY 
[crying baby effect] 


Has anybody seen my smile? 

‘The tears, my skin itbums 

My liver has run out of bile 

And my heart, my heart it yeams, 

I loved you from my mammy's womb By now I'm 
used to it 

Even then, it filled me with such gloom 

That | cried into the fluid 


Chorus; 

Cos I'm too too sad to cry 
Living on borrowed tears 
Sometimes | wonder why. 
You IGOK Like Brimey Spears 


My dadiy left when iwasitivo, 
i 


‘Gos: you said 


[chorus] 


} ‘And now I'm here on tou i 
Without my you in gay’ Paree 
rears they have all fumed 


i Burope 
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[chorus] 


Iukn tliat ai jailed (0 the 


art 


Ttold'youT wou 
It's not my fault 


/ Thad one eye open andone 


NO MORE TEARS 


pay a 
Know nottheln gut 
Sy - 

(esting of the dandrutt= 


a like too much | 
Andithough the doctor wall bill her, 
‘All Mammy's pills do Ugather. 
Be EX 


3 tee 


I know you Know. my edge 


TEAR IT UP first came to my attention via an amazing 7” on Havoc records last ee 
they've gone from strength to strength to become possibly the finest Lise gee old se Be 
Boston influenced thrash in existence. Taking their name from a JERRY's K Sone, a 
Sorming fiom the ashes of the legendary DEAD NA TION, you have to Been out Eg of t ie 
band’s many recordings ifyou have even a passing interest in punk or hardcore. They're jus 

about to start work on their first full length album hot on the heels of recently released splits 


Eating meat, 
Raping kittenss 
You're so sweet 


\ 


5) Okay | ger the impression you guys are 
pretty close with FAST TIMES, cos pou 
were sayireg you just did some shows 
with them, and you've Just done a split 
7” together, Am | right in thinking you 
were in FT for a while too? Anyway, 


I sit and listen to the $ 
Read my children’s books 
Soll write lyrics that. 


I love you, 


E se F chy to catch drummer and all 

cb sds is ETA,FAS: IMES and DOWN IN FLAMES, sol was luchy to catcl ae i Mt ae : es ny 
ee " We'd have cat a " s gentleman Matt fora few words before they hit the studio for the millionth time this how did the shows 8% and have you 
’ We'd have cat id 


done much else in the way of touring 
this summer? And got any good FT 
( rurnours you can tellus? 
M) Ok well I was the original drummer for 
Fast Times. I played in that band for a good 
almost 2 years. | was on the Fast Times Up 
Front tour (where | played drums for Up Front 
too) that came through Europe in 99. The 
closest we got to you was in London I guess 
We played some fest it was great. The kids in 
Fast Times have been some of my best friends 
for the past few years and I love them to death, 
However the only runiour I can tell about them 
is that they broke up, which isn’t quite a 
rumour because they did. Besides the tour 


Me and my band ride aroun 
vans 

Using bottles'as our can§ 
We talk about the girls we Tike 
And sing about them in the mi 


| icine: yer, SE: ¥ i a by Jamie Traumaboy) 
Td ever clean out the box. , ] # i 
Se = F 1) Hey Matt, how’s things with you today? 

M) Today things are ok. I had to get up at 7 and drive in gridlock traffic to drop off my car to 
| get fixed so I can actually pass inspection and legally drive. It seems all can go uphill from here. 
| 2) Right, So in the space of under two years, you've managed a demo, 4 7s, 2.12”s, and 
some touring. How come you haven't all died of exhaustion at this point? Seriously, you 
must be really proud of how things have gone so far; did you actually plan on being this 
busy a year ago? . acre: 
1M) Well we’re not dead yet and even more surprising is that we all don’t hate each other either. 
Things have been going really well for us, I didn’t think we'd have this many records out by 
now but itall fell into place and I was quite thrilled actually. | always tried to keep the bands 
that I'm in busy just because that’s what I love to do so I mightas well do it and do it hard. BR” 

Sane ARATE” 7: ~ with Fast Times this summer we did a week 
ie) So I’m sure you've been asked this before, but I read somewhere that the songs ofthe’ \ and a half with Holding On from Minnesota. If 
= “Just Can't Stand it” 12” were actually recorded before the havoc 7”, which was the © YU don’t have their new LP get it, it is so 
> iJirst piece of vinyl you put out .How do you view the 12” now, Seeing as those must be good. Then we Played a few shows (like 3 or 
~ 9 “old” songs in your book by now? Was it frustrating sitting on those songs for so long? 4) with DS_13 in September. That's it though 


M) We actually had the Just Can’t Stand It record all set up and ready to go, and then we got for a 0tCS 
asked by Felix to do a record too, So in the course of about a week Paul and I wrote and Re} if 


[Chorus] 
[Slower and impassioned] 


Wego, 'Oh, oh, those girls are ay 
nice,” 

Singin' it, sometimes even twice, ‘} 
‘LEshe'd take meto her house, © ‘ 
‘’d eatsteak, oreven mouse,’ 


[faster and crescendo] 

Yeah, and there was that tree 
And under it was me 

Some rain came down from up 
there 

And Some of it went in my hair 


4 yy COmplied the other songs that would become the Tin. We recorded all of them in the same 6) Okay, soa lot of the lyrics seem like they 
[chorus] ssion. at the same time. So it wasn’t like we sat on those songs it was more like we were done could be construed as a little on the 
§ i and just waiting to get the records. After we finished recording | figured that the Havoc 7in pessimistic side. Mind me asking if it's a 
{Sofly] but there was some shiny 5 Would be out first just because they're one of the biggest indie punk labels over here and Felix is case of things being autobiographical to 
San Ki 


¥® really organized about getting everything done, plus we ran into a problem with the covers for , some degree, or just those types of lyrics 
‘ the [2in and stuff'so it got pushed back. You know how punk rock is. | think Gord Deranged eae’ Jit the music best? Who writes them by 


q and Felix Havoc did amazing jobs with both those records. y | — ;,*- the way? 
\ Ss se EE. |} 


‘ M) Well Dave and I wrote all the lyrics to this 
“ 4) ust wondering, between the various records, Sorting out shows etc. Is there one person point. All of the lyrics are really true to life 

in the band who oversees the day-to-day running of things in the band or does every and really negative. I think that “our music is 
Sane You seem like the DIY thing is a big deal for you guys. ™ f angry and that Punk is Supposed to be angry 
M) Mostly everyone will contribute but I do all the email. most of the mailing of shirts, as well We only write well when upset so it transfer: 
as writing songs and stuff too. 1 get a lot of shit for cracking the whip alot for things to get done over to the lyrics. We like to use this band as a 
but whatever! just need things to be done and be done on time you know or | go nuts. 


release for our emotions and I think it works 
8, ag 
Bex. ar Ed 


well 
x gi gealiin' Rar a Nose 


Was shut, and through that eye, 
Tsmoked that rainbow fromthe 
Sky. 


; 
+ 
| 


7) Okay, 'm feeling kinda cheeky here, but I was just wondering: How would you explain 
TEAR IT UP to someone who's just stumbled across this zine y accident and has never 


heard any punk rock in their lives besides BLINK 182? | ge Wad 


M) Pear It Up I guess would be an angry band with angry s ngs and a lot of records out. We 

play fast hardcore and love it. So | would say listen enjoy and if you’re some poser Blink 182 ae 

fan look at some of the T shirts we wear and pretend you know something about real hardcore 
7 ri ios 


‘ 


you don’t get laughed at. 
eae 


& 

) ior id ie s Ai Wheat were the first and most recent ones you got? Are 
we dice ae And have you gota TEAR IT UP one yet? ? [AMT 
ehued ee - Mie ati Bot was some more work on my sleeve but before that I gota 
eet te techs at e sku ! that we use in everything with flames behind it, Look nice. I'm 

go next month for some more sleeve work. | don’t regret any of them there is one that 


11) What’s happening with the album? Is it 
all new stuff or are you going to redo 
any of the old songs? Who's putting it 
out? And most importantly, are we 
Setting another KISS cover on this one? 

ust can’t stand it" ended with a 

hidden cover of the old KISS classic 
“Deuce” fact fans!) * ! 

M) Ok so the album is all new s ngs. There is 

one song that was slotted to be on a comp that 

was never released, but it’s going to be re 
recorded, DE IVE records will be doing 
the record. It’s great because in the past Jon 
has been a good friend to us and now he’s my 


I'm getting covere v ca , . 
8 Covered over because | don’t like the way they did it but I don’t regret it. If 1 had to figgy FOOMMate so it’s even easier to get the layout 


leave it | would not be upset. TI it 

up: The first tattoos I got were D aG 
fe ie ) $ s | got were 0(aG.l. Joe cartoon character 
han 3 X's and then Black g bars. | got the X's and the black flag sph 


for all of those the the same day. I was 17 


al age to get them is 18 so I had my mom take me for the first one, then I 


> ae 


fey) and everything like that done. No KISS cover 
but for all you rockers there will be one on 


1 fi = 
there for you. A little more obscure but I think 


would cut sch Q e si sed Ki i 
ool and go to NYC and get more since | already had one that I would show them fgg ids should know it. We'll see though, kids 


they 


9 4 r - 
!) ie if jae putout a split LP with the mighty E.T.A recently. I was just wondering how 
ae age ated itn are perceived in the States right now with this upsurge in 
School influenced HC thing going on? Cos there’ ita 
BREE on net ; i Ig Ons Cos there’s tons of bands doing it in 
ig US zines the impression I getis th 

ea k S zi S at Euro-bands seem to be iM 
enjoying alot more popularity in America than they had previously? And do you guys Y 


never ID me, ~ 
As I slump down ina heap therapy is searing me No c a it mor 
You put outa recor to put’ more c! 


still didn’t know KISS! [eg 


folhes on your shelf 


in 12) Just before I go, two more smart ass 
AO guestions: (A) Favourite JERRY'S 
iter KIDS tune (hal), and (B) Is the remour 
COTA: (at DOWN IN FLAMES are acteally a 


gel much response from Europe i 9 i : 
pean kids? I know you were going to tour here and stuff, Mane bunch of kids that were cloned from 


sol’m gu 
M) Ok well a 
attention here r 


i 2 
ng you do? VRRSTSPEEESS 
jain amount of { 


Youre the 


ntly. Ithink a | hardcore E ropean ban S have been getting a lot more HAG M) Hmmm tough one, 
ry: K a lot of them are really fucking good. I know a lot of people kind wel Down In Flames are 


M DEAD NATION's DNA true? 
this my world”, No 


st younger kids that 


Of joke about the more Y. 
| outh Crew based bands in some circlee ei 4 : i 
tew based bands in some circles but bands that play fast Set play awesome music, One of my favourite 


hardcore: k stuff are = ; : 
ae ae more well ived it seems, I think there ha’ just been a lot of bands 
actually sone a zane records and they just are getting noticed everywhere. Yeah we 

¢ our plans to come over due to the recent terrorist stuff. Planes have been a ee 


A million q 


Two weeks for vacation per year 
Noone cq 


Hanging out at yuppie bars drinking light beer 


Laying people off like it doesn't mean a thing 
= If you say 


bands right now actually, When the first | 
Mi started | didn’t really know them but as soon 
Meas | got a tape of their self-titled 7in and the 


A tiotis nd 


| There will 
wi 


A list of pr 


You're nat| 
By wearing 


Talk abou 


On your cq 


you say 


A riot is r 
There will 


problem and we didn't want to get into a position where we would ike 3 weeks 
of bo aes oe ean that sucks. I hate cancelling a show but to just have to flake out on 
peopic working hard for a 3 week tour would just break m r i i 

: n j y heart. We get a lot of a 
lot of letters from kids over the . ie 


ORDER Reta have something wrong inside their heads 
‘Thelonly way to stop them is to make them dead 


10) Okay, So what is next on the agenda for TIU right now? You deserve a rest surely? More 
vinyl and touring on the way? 


M) We have assorted shows for the next few months and then a re trying to do a week or so inate buf 
(i 08817. Thanks for doing this interview and 


our first LP. 1 know that Just Can’t fag hope that you’re well man. Cheers! 


California after the holidays. We are recording our LP next week. We’re really excited we 
haven’t recorded since February of last year, and thi 
Stand Ii gets called and LP but we don’t consider it one just because it’s too shor always 

thought it was a 12 P, but whatever. 5 
8 Seeeermeserrenereaity just delusion 
Confused; Confusion, na reality just delusion 


nd I’m bummed that it will be a little while longer before we 42aGo 


Exp) 


seq they were rad. jay 


Isn‘tit inevitable 
We tui something that was simple 


ns become too. much 


m/3) Thanks for answering MattAny last 
words before you go? 

M) Yeah if you want to write to us drop a line 
anytime you a send e-mail to 
tearitup666@hotma , Or Write the Old 
school way to 21 Sulliman rd. ‘on, NJ 


Recorded at Clearcut Studios, Sept. 5th & 6th 


by Max "Red Converse" Caselnova 


Backups by: Jon, Bob Shedd, Frump, Graham, Ali, Allison, 


Something inside makes me want to kill” 


Kill me, kill you, kill anything that thought it knew 
The privatized pain | keep, confusion cuts deep lan // daeon 


John Haas, Swank, Anna, and TEAR IT UP. 


Cred list: Jon/ CredAlive Records // Felix Von Havoc // Gord // Avi // Dave Hyde// 


Murcia tan ‘ 


ABADDON INCARNATE 


Nadir — GOK002 
The second full length by Ircland’s purveyors of 
Death/Grind. Abaddom Imcarmate hav taken 
their carly Death Metal Jeaniags and incorpo- 
rated explosive Grindcore to produce seriously 
imrensec, insamc, blast beat laden Hell! 24 cracks 
and 45 minutes produced to near perfection in 
Soundlab Studio, Sweden by Micszko of Nasum. 
Booklet comes with complete lyrics, with 
artwork and design by Paul McCarroll. 
www. unhinged-art.co.uk 
IEP£10/Euro 13 CIircland) STG+£10 (UK) 
IEP£11/Euro 15 Ccurops) LIEP£12/$14 (row)- 
Abaddan Imcarmare logo t irts alsa available. 
Front: AI loge im Purple, sleeve: Sentinel logo 
im red (same price as CD). 
www-abaddonincarnate-8m-com 


ete | 
“sr She ad as 


V/A — In Unison — 
Double CD compilation of 19 Irish 
bands. [neludes previously umrele , Fy owe 
material, classic album and demo tracks. ou 
Booller comes complete with contacts, : 
discography, photos, etc. Designed by 

Stephen ©* Malley and mastercd by Stuart 

Anstis. Abaddon Incarnate, Arcane Sun, 

Seald, Mephitis, Morphosis, Cruachan, 

Mourning Beloveth, Lunar Gate, Karnayna, 

Primordial, Geasa, Primal Dawn, Mael 

Morda, Moonfog, Hexxed, Inhumanc, 

Desolate, Kingdom & Waylander. 

TEP£10/EBuro 13 (Irelamd) STG£10 (UK) 

LEP£11/Buroa 15 (europe) LEP£12/$14 (row). 


y 


stocking a complete range of ‘Irish Meral” 
by most Ixish Metal acts.(Primordial, 


“Erish Mectal’ mail-order available. We arc 
Geasa & much more). Write for list 


products (CDs, shirts, demos, vinyl, zines) 
Mourning Beloveth, Cruachan, Abaddon Incarnate, 
or sce web ipage: ; 
All above price include airmail postage. Cheques/postal orders (irish only) payable to 
Sentinel. Toghermore. Roumdwood. Co. Wicklow. Ireland. 
mail@sentinelixéland.com 
www-sentinelireland-com 


oo glorcibltint Alaciiecmert o 
9) TE -—slhbirt’s white om bia ck Nope 


pe 
Me? Eromt and back prime 
available at Soumd Cellar S 
The Secret Book & Record Store 


in € OX *e_ated 


ireisin wmdersroumeEe Comma 
24 Band comp of Punk/Metal For muore inftonmsoon on Woxic 
& H/C, band's featured Kingdom, eee eS ee enc lente cantets 
Abaddon Incamate, Corrupted, Geasa, 087 “6s 9883 Bt 01 1 086 8746804 
Coldwar, Dagda, Halfmast, 2000 Strong 


Check out the TOXIC website 
www-_hardcore-times.com1/toxic 


UFC: Trevor Meehan. 
lan : lan Lawless. 


UFC : To start... talk a bit about 

the present members of COLD 

WAR, and what other bands 

you’ve all been in and are 

presently in... 

Ian : Well there’s Old Man Skinny 

(bass/vocals) and he’s the oldest 

member of the band. He’s formerly 

of PARANOID VISIONS. That was 

years ago when you were still swimming around the old man’s ball 
bag. Then he was in COITUS in London. They released a cd 
compilation of all their material last year. Then he came back to 
Ircland and was in STAGNATION over here. Then that broke up 
and basically he asked me to start COLD WAR. | was drunk and 
said “yeah okay Ill do it!”. Then there’s Brayo (drums). He used 
to bein PARANOID VISIONS years ago as well... 


UFC: ...He’s in them again now isn’t he? 

Ian : Yeah, he’s playing drums for them again now. But anyway, 
he moved to London around the same time — or maybe even before 
— Skinny moved there around the late 80’s or so. Brayo played in 
ZERO TOLERANCE while he was there, Then he moved back to 
Ireland, brought the boat with him, which until recently was his 
home, and settled down around Kildare. Skinny already had Brayo 
in mind to play in COLD WAR as he knew he was moving back 
from London. Then there’s me (guitar/vocals), who's been in loads 
of shit bands... ha ha... 


UFC: ... like? 

Ian ; 2000 STRONG, GLOBAL PILLAGE, RESIDENCE and I 
forgot half of them. I suppose other people might remember 
them... but then again probably not! I’m also in BRUTAL and a 
few other side project type stuff. 


UFC: ...and now COLD WAR has a new member on board? 
Ian : Yeah we’ve anew member on second guitar. The baby of the 
band. His name’s Paul and he used to be in a band called CLAY 
PIGEON. They were on the go for a few years and they had a cd 
out. He runs the studio we rehearse at. Basically he fattens out the 
sound and makes ita lot heavier. That’s the reason we got him in 


UFC : So what music gets COLD WAR into all this? 

Ian : Myself and Skinny are sort of into the same thing. We started 
off years ago on the likes of DISCHARGE. He would have been at 
CELTIC FROST gigs in London around 1985/86. He was into the 
old thrash stuff and heavy punk. That’s the same for myself...into 
the thrash scene, the punk scene, the metal scenc...a bit of 
everything. That’s what COLD WAR is, more or less a hardcore 
punk thrash band, Brayo’s just an old school punk. Going around 
the whole time in his SEX PISTOLS t-shirt! Paul is into stuff like 
NAPALM DEATH and CROWBAR, the heavier stuff... 


UFC : ...has Paul wrote any songs yet and does it sound any 
different? 


Tan: Yeah..he’s writing one right 
now and that’s about half 
complete, It’s more or less the 
same but has a sludgecore feel to 
it. Similar to the likes of 
CROWBAR. 


UFC : What do you make of the 
underground/DIY scene in 
Ireland now compared with say 
the scene 5 years ago? 

5 Ian; It’s much better now than it 
was 5 years ago. 10 years ago it was great...but 5 years 
ago...things just weren’t happening. Its still not as well supported 
as it should be, but there’s much better bands coming up. There's 
more variety. The Irish bands seem to be getting a bit more 
professional. They’re buying gear. Before it was all “can I borrow 
this, can I borrow that”. As | said, the support isn’t fully there but I 
feel that’s getting better now too. People are copping on and doing, 
things. Doing something different. There’s a few more people 
doing gigs. There’s a few more labels and more releases. People 
seem to be keeping the Irish stuff in Ireland, which is great. 
ABADDON INCARNATE are a great example of that. They're a 
brutal vicious death metal band and would give most big bands, 
like CANNIBAL CORPSE etc., a good run for their money but 
Aido from Sentinel Records decided to release it himself and keep 
it here in Ireland. 


UFC: So you did the demo on cassette...why did you go for the 
cassette format? 

Tan : Ah...we just wanted it to be a demo. We didn’t feel it was 
good enough to bring out on cd so we just opted for cassette to 
keep it more demo like. | mean it sounds alright but I wasn’t mad 
on the idea of putting it on cd. Skinny wanted it on cd but we 
needed to spend more time on the recording for that. 


UFC: ...so it was nothing against this cdr demo craze that has 
taken over? 

Tan : Well yes and no. The thing with some cdr’s is that they don’t 
play on some cd players. We did a short run of cassettes and that 
suited us. We did about 300 and it cost us about £150. The 
recording cost us about £300. The artwork cost nothing as a mate 
of ours did that. The demo did well...to the point that we have 
none left. 


UFC :...and what have COLD WAR been up to while I was 
away? 

Ian: Last year we went to London and played the Punx Picnic 
which was quite good. There was loads of bands playing that and 
we had a laugh. We also played in Hackney, in North London. 
We've played a fair few gigs around Dublin. We've played around 
Ireland twice. We’ve played some support slots with touring 
bands. We did the Warzone fest. That was good. There was a 
decent crowd at that, fairly mixed, loads of typical Belfast drunk 
punks. They're funny boys to watch, falling over and breaking 
things. We did the Roscommon fest. We got to play on the Friday 
night. The cops came round half way through Saturday and raided 
the place. I was there for that...wouldn’'t have missed it for the 
world. They were looking for a fight or something. Even the old 
people there agreed on that. They hadn't a clue what they were 
looking for. They were mistaking cigarette filters as drugs, asking 
people what they were. What else did we do... we did the 
TRIBUTE TO NOTHING gig at the Music Centre... 


UFC :...how did that go, that seems a strange one for CW to 
lay... 

a It went grand for us, but there wasn’t that many people at it. 

It wasn’t so good for John Toxic. It was our first gig with Paul on 

guitar so we enjoyed that. And back to the original question of 

what else we've done. ..we got some t-shirts and caps done up and 

have hoodies on the way. 


UFC :...amd you're talking about doing a new cd... 

lan: It’s going to be 8 songs and will be Toxic Records second 
release. We're recording in about 3 weeks... we're actually going 
to Japan in March... 


UFC :...what? Japan? 

lan : Yeah Japan...for 2 weeks. Remember THUG MURDER? 
They’ve broken up and one of the girls is starting anew band and 
she invited us over, There’s 5 of us going...the band and John 
Toxic. The tickets are setting us back around £600/£700 each but 
it’ll be well worth it, We're supposed to be getting a bus to go 
around in and we’re going to bring a load of merchandise so 
hopefully that'll sell well. We’ve also been offered a short tour of 
the East Coast of America, which should include a gig in CBGB's. 
Ralphie, who’s the singer for DISASSOCIATE, is also a bouncer 
at CB's. He saw us in London and asked us if we wanted to come 
over and play some dates with them. We said we'll be over as long 
as one of those dates is at CBGB's! 


UFC: ...that’s flippin’ amazing... but back to the ed, when will 


that be out? 
Ian : The end of February all going well. 


UFC : Is the proposed split 7 inch with DAGDA still going 
ahead? 

Ian : DAGDA are recording for that in March I think. They’re 
busy finishing their own album at the moment so that’s whats 
delaying that 7 inch a bit, We'll record 2 songs for that, probably 
after the tour of Japan. That 7 inch should come out on SLTA 
Records. 


UFC: ...and the Intoxicated compilation cd is out... 
Ian : Yeah, that came out a few weeks ago. We have 
“Domination”, anew song on that and that'll be on the new cd too. 


UFC: ...I meant to ask you a bit more about the songs on the 
new cd, will songs from the demo be on it? 

Ian : 1 think “Cold War”, “Mind Vermin” and “Hatred” will be re- 
vamped, re-doneand re-recorded and the rest will be newsongs. 


UFC: You wereinvolved with organising the Intoxicated cd... 

Ian : Yeah, It was myself and John doing it. We picked 24 bands 
and just about fitted them all on. It actually went 10 seconds over 
the 74 minutes. There’s a good mixture of everything on that, from 
death metal to hardcore, punk and trad. ABADDON INCARNATE 
to 2000 STRONG to SKINT to BLOOD OR WHISKEY. We had 
2 launch nights recently and they went well. The first night was the 
heavy night...the more metal stuff, while the second night was the 
punk stuff. Both nights had good crowds and we sold a few cds. 
We've done up 1,000 of the comps ‘cos we got a good deal on 
them. It’s good coverage and promotion for all the bands involved. 


UFC: ...and how does it all work? 

Tan : The band gives us a track and £30. Then they get their track 
on the cd and they get 10 cds in retum. It’s up to them to do what 
they wish with those cds, They can sell them for £10 each, £20 
each or they can give them away for nothing, All the bands get 10 
cds and it’s a good way for them to make their money back. 


UFC: Alright, | think that's all I haye to ask you. Thanks for 
doing the interview Ian? 

Ian : No problem Trev. Good luck with the zine. You’re doing it 
long enough! 


Contact: 16 Ballsbridge Ave. Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 
ian lawless@hotmail.com /www.hardcore-times. con/coldwar 
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see any flyers, get to a locked venue and have the promoter tell you he cancelled 
the show3 weeks ago but forgot to call anyone and tell them. the potential for 
violence in that situation is very high. and | think I feel so strongly about this 
because it is insulting not only asa band member butalso froma personal point. I 
always took care ofthe bands! booked, made sure they were taken care of and 
that the show was advertised to high hell because it would have been so 
embarrassing for me to have them show up and see that I'd not carried through on 
my end of the deal, having said this, some of the best shows possible are through 
responsible diy promoters because they can have vested interests, 


What's it like to tour the US right now regarding venues and turnouts? And 
what's yours and the Garrison attitude to touring,..like how do you fancy six 
weeks ina hot sweaty van? Will band fights be likely? Do you work regular 
jobs to fund these tours... is it a case of work, save, record, work, save, tour? 


tour isa fucking blast to me no matter what happens. I just love being out on the 
road and in anew place everyday, I think there is less ofa glut of bands these 
days, 2 summers ago when you would tour it was very difficult to not play 
different cities at the same time as other big tours. it's funny to show up for 7 days 
ina row and have the promoter say, that sunny day real estate is playing down the 
street tonight. damn! but the last few tours for us have been great, and it's 
wonderful to see the so many people coming out to share an evening with us 


I believe you'll be playing with Napalm Death at the MonsterFest. 
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the people that work there have been amazing and have 
ir music out to so many folks allover ‘ 


lid you circulate ademo? y 
ing? How did you and the band arriy 


well, we started in the summer of 1998 and we hada demo done for our first tour 
up and down the cast coast. we were very militant about the band in the 
beginning because we had all been in other bands before that did things so 
slowly, so after our first show we had 1 9 more booked for the next monthand it 
just sort of took off from there. we had sent demos to 40 or so different labels and 
rey. called back when we had gotten home so we went ahead with other plans(a 
7" on Espo Records, and a couple of comps.) while we were talking to them. 
by1999 we were all set to release our first CDEP on rev. and that's sort ofhow it 
all went down, ed and [had worked for years ata non-profit space in Worcester, 
MA that he had founded which put on 3 to 4 shows a week. that was great but 
also pretty exhausting so ttwas nice to be on the other side of that little game for 
awhile, it’s cool because when we tour the first thing we usually dots check out 
the venue and compare it to what we had going on in Worcester. 


What music did you grow up on? How do you see modern day music... are 
people still breaking ground? And if not breaking ground there's still bands 
releasing great records and new bands popping up who blow you away? 


| grewup listening to everything not on the radio. | got into The Cure at the same 
time I got into Operation Ivy and Fishbone and Gorilla Biscuits and The Pixies. it 
was all new and different and I lovedit. there are still amazing records coming 
out, but the moreofa wealth of music that lam familiar with the more I see 
where bands are drawing their influences sol see very little as groundbreaking 
and more as a natural progression from previous steps 


a 


they could get on. I don't think that 


eM, 


What Tied about the record was firstly the guitars, they really impressed 


jomething about them, they're alot more driving or in your 


~ yeah, we wanted, 


previous one whe! 


well, I'm not sure about poetry because lyrics are easier because you have the 
music backing you up. youcan say things in a song that might not stand on their 
own as poetry, simpler images sometimes work better ina song and also there is 
the aspect that you get to hear the delivery of the words rather than secing them 
on the page and being left to your own devices to interpret the stresses and flows. 
and yeah, ed and I both sing. we go over our lyrics a lot because there's a lot we 
want to say and we want it lo be clear. 


‘The lyrical themes for the most part deal with the passing and moving on of 

people and emotions but for me the song “Fuel” stands out especially the 

closing line “now we need more fuel, fuel for fire, got to keep lighting funeral 
vrs what's the idea/story behind that line and. 
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ee or do you test iton someone outsid 
taking to write... do you find it easier that 

ig it harder having to follow the previous albu’ 


is different, butusually they arejwritten within a half hour ‘then, 
o play them asa bind for acougeor mnonths to really grasp them fron 
nic stand point and o\ ii the song§Soito speak. it always helps to play 
tlive as well. justite See how they feel on stage 
i 


ins of Burning Airlines /ex-Jawbox fame has been enlisted tojree 
4 know hi a8 a bit of a hero of the band and an influence: 
joking fe ra to working with him? Does he know your’ | 

“note Burni g Alli supposedly playing! 
i y going to miss ‘cos I 

econd visit to oi 
rand do some gigs 
rly easily...let me kno 


There's alsoa split with Blue Green Heart who feature Kurt and Ben from 
Converge...didn’t Kurt play on the “...Cold Water” record? What style do 
Blue Green Heart play, when’s the split out and on what label? 


yeah, BGH is much more punk/rock than converge. no metal involved. sort of 
like hoover( discord band) and I'm not sure what label it is going to be oul onat 
this point. we'll see about that 


And finally in the split record series...1 think anyway...you've a splitcdep 
coming out with the UK's Hundred Reasons...which caught my eye due to 
your inclusion of a God Machine cover, namely “ Ego". How come you've 
chosen this song? Personally I would have picked “Home” just for those 
pounding rhythms... they were a great band,..could easily be still doing the 
business today only for the sad and untimely death of their wonderful bass 
player Jimmy Fernandez (if 1m not mistaken). You obviously agree with me 
here... 


ah, the god machine. they are one of my favorite bands of all time, | sort of 
introduced the rest of the band to them. I was living in london when their last 
record came outand was devastated to hear of jimmy's death, they meantso 
much to me and really helped me through some toughtimes when | was younger 
“ego” seemed the best to do for our band. and | agree "home" isso good, but 
honestly how do you cover that? it's already perfect. |'m really jealous of Robbin 
Proper Sheppard, in both The God Machine and Sophia he can write these really 
simple chord progressions and play them forever because they just work. that's 
pretty amazing. some thing goes for his lyrics. simple yet perfect. I'm a big fan 


You're obviously keen on the split release (now there's an understatement!) 

Do you feel it’s one on the most consistent punk ideals constantly on show? | 

mean there’s so many benefits to it...and just nipping back to cover versions 
for a brief second are there any other songs you may cover or think would be 
fun to cover? 


it's just fun to put out records with your friends and it allows you to record songs 
that you may want to do but might not sound rightona full length. so youcan 
explore a different side of the band. for example the songs on the hundred reasons 
split are very different than what the new full length will sound like but we still 
wanted to get that side of the band out there. 


Just a few more questions to go... who's responsible for www.garrison- 
kills.com? 


Jason Carlin, ournew bass player, he's pretty great. and quite a looker too. 


And before we wrap up...any words of wisdom you adhere to that may 
strike a chord with someone reading this? 


life is short. experience everything you can, drink a lot of coffee sniffing glue is 
adead end street. stay away from thatone, ummm. I think that's it, that’s all I've 
really learned thus far. Thanks 


GARRISON DISCOGRAPHY 
“Be A Criminal” Release date: November 2001 (Revelation Records) 


Garrison + Hundred Reasons split Release date: September 2001 (Simba 
Records) 


“A Mile in Cold Water” Released May 2000 (Revelation Records) 
12 song full length cd and Lp 220 on opaque blue vinyl 


Ghost in the Gears Comp Released Autumn 2000 (lodine Records) 
Features an out of print version of Untitled. 


“The Bend Before the Break” Released June 1999 (Revelation Records) 
5 song cd ep and 3 song 7” 200 on green vinyl 


7" Released February 1999-(Espo Records ) 


Other Rele f 

-3 song demo- Summer 1998, 3 pressings of 100 each, Hand numbered 

-Big Burrito Restaurant Compilation "What We Do For a Living’- October 1998, 
1 song from demo. 


WWW.GARRISON-KILLS.COM 


 OCIAVE 


THE WHITE OCTAVE MENERGY 


25 song (D $5.00 = cit 


Featuing: BOTCH, BOY SETS FIRE DILLUNGER ESCAPE PLAN, EICHTERN 
VISTONS, GET UP KIDS, GRADE HOT WATER MUSIC HELA JUNE, 
KING FORA DAY, KOUFAX, NO MOTI, POISON THE WELL REACH 
THE SKY, SILENT AUAJORITY, TORN APART aad 10 MORE 


Krazykest¢ 


JULY 27-29 2007 | LOUISVILLE KY 
VISTTWWW.KI COM FOR INFO 


COMING NEXT-SOONER: THE JAZZ JUNE THEY LOVE THOSE WHO MAKE THE ASIC 
ond THEBOOM, THEMOTION AND THE MUSICREISSUES. LATER: BLACK FLAG Tribute 
(D & Limited Edition Vinyl Featuring: AMERICAN NIGHTMARE, ANODYNE, 
BURNT BY THE SUN, CONVERGE, DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN, THE HOPE 
CONSPIRACY, OLD MAN GLOOM, PLANES MISTAKEN FOR STARS. 


LOUISVILLE KY 40207 uSsA 
WWW. INITIALRE CORDS. 
26 BAND GO SAM 


— in hardcore you'd wantto be tracking this down fast. — 
2 (TM) fromwhereistand@hotmail.com 
a aes om 


a. st 
Funbobby - Candy Floss Pubes demo ay 
Completely biased mojo alert #2. | recorded this one. 
But! defend my right to review it cos | heard these 
tunes/recordings coming into existence, so only I can 
give you all the gory details. Track | - “We will do 
horrible things to your ass,” warns Dan before he 
‘pours his heart out’ about his “Testicular fortitude 
and how to live without it.” It's all about being a 
horny teenager and not getting laid Yes a tough 
time, But sure we all went through it. But sure of 
course these days. they're all at it. The youth of 


Cold War“Gods of War” demo tape 
Sporting the nastiest beards in Irish hardcore, Cold 
War deliver a highly anticipated and hugely 
impressive eight track demo in glorious old school 
cassette format, which quite simply — blew me away. 
Opening with their signature “Cold War’ anthem, it's # 
destination Riffarama City as all hands on deck turn 
this harmless looking cassette into a bludgeoning, 
pith clearing, out of control heavy goods train. 
| Skinny’s throaty vocals stink of Lemmy and go hand 
in hand with the music which arrives courtesy of 


cover is awful tho 
cover is 


some Sheer Terror meets Discharge with a smudge of 
' Sepultura. The music is raw, stripped down and 


ain"t many copies, so hurry, Right now you won't 
find anything better in Ireland. (TM) Cold War, c/o 
10 Shantalla Drive, Beaumont, Dublin 9, 
j dbrinn@gofree. indigo.ie 


Cosmonaut demo cdr 
Totally rockin’ stoner, reminiscent of the Melvins, 
FudgeTunnel and Ireland's own Kabinboy. 
demo serves up three tasty, almost (save for some 
shouting) instrumental beauties. Sadly the band have 
parted ways due to various geographical positions 
making it impossible for them to continue. There's 
some new projects in the pipeline but right now you 


{ should get emailing and ask the band for a copy of , 


this fine recording. It’s such a pity they broke up as 
{I'm sure there was much more to come from this 
4 three piece. (TM) cosmonautical@yahoo.. com 


Esperanza “God is: Dead now answer your own 
fucking prayers" demo tape 


bs sure if that’s the actual title, but that’s what it | 


says on the tape! Only a fool would fail to notice the 
resurgence in 80s thrash in the DIY hard core scene 
right now, 


i whereas most bands are trying to convince 


! themselves that they're the second coming of cither © jall three songs, 


‘DRI or NEGATIVE APPROACH, ESPERANZA | 


| bring us a more DC °82 type buzz with their music 
| back though, and to be fair their sound is something 
‘that | think is very much their own, and for a demo 
| band to beable to forge theirown sound so early on 


; you krrow they've got to be good! There’s element of © 
‘both GOVERNMENT ISSUE and LOS CRUDOS © 


ihere - they have the hooks of the former and the 
| Sheer fire of the latter. Also, though a little simplistic 


that be rather than mere sloganeering (the inlay 
| Features a lengthy statement from the Zapatistas). 
Added to all of this, any band who can write a song as 
j awesome as “Today's Lesson Plan” is to be checked 
)) Out as soon as humanly possible. Again, as with most 
{] demos. this may be gone by now, but see if you can 
track one down, because it’s excellent. (JG) (Contact; 
| PO Box 18198, Los Angeles, California 90018, sa 


"From Where | Stand Ap 
Ha ha..[ laughed alot when I saw the name of the 
bands own label - Applecore. Visions of 80°s cheesy 
crossover heroes Acid Reign came flooding back. 
Coincidentally enough, From Where I Stand's sound 
harks back to borrow some influences from the 80" s. 


pissed off hardcore punk. Selling for £2.50 p+p, there f 


This & 


and this sort of ties in with that. But, / 


which [really enjoy, Not to say they're a total throw © 


= " {] Kennedys meets slight NYHC influences. 
inplaces, the lyrics are heartfelt attacks on the powers | 


today, honestly well I never etc. Early funbobby | 
practices consisted of Dan lashing into whatever @ 
Nirvana tune, and that worthwhile influence is 
evident here, “What's your name’ wins the punk rock 
) gold rusty medal, The ‘Fuck it it's grand” production 
value got used most on this recording. And [ think it’s 
rawness works lots. A Green Dayesque middley bass 
bit. Best wine saved till last, the perfect 3 minute pop 
punk blt. Wonderfully titled Milk Vending Bastard’ 
4 will if you tune into the lyrics have you falling off | 
you seat, It's funny. Shane gets the last word, or burp 
in this case, One of those things that spilled onto the | 
recording and we said “Fuck it, let's leave it in!” 
Most enjoyable 23 hours fun. (MOC) 


my Half Mast Targets” demo cdr 
©} Recorded in almost one take and basically live, this 
vain’t a bad effort at all from the impressive Cork — 
bruisers. With their roots firmly in hardcore the band © 
| set about adding bits of metal and sludge to the whole 

affair to give themselves a rightfully nasty dirge. The | 
jq guitarists have a fresh approach to song writing and | i 
make Half Mast an original proposition in that sense 

alone, Reference points: Raging Speedhorn meets 
Cavity? The band recently added the bearded bulldog 
known as Skippy on second vocals and he brings all 
things even more nasty to the sound. Lyric wise the 
band are very fond of the word fuck as it features in | 
of which “Cause for Alarm” is my | 
+ favourite. Hopefully they'll be recording again very — 
_jsoon but definitely a cool band to have within our 
‘jsmall Irish scene. (TM) Joe, 12 Seaview Avi 
| Carrigaline, Co. Cork. jim_mac_lunch@hotmail.com 


| Intention “Black Bloc” demo tape 
Demo number two from these Birmingham lads sees 
them slightly alter their hardcore punk assault with a 
GBH sound creeping into their existing Dea 


Againa 4 
demo cassette, complete with black and white § 
photocopied cover and lyrics to all the songs on 
parade. This my chums, wins them browny points xl 
from this very zine, and within a pile of cds I quickly | 
picked out Intention's demo to play first. Overall I 
guese they remind me of Assert, certainly in the ls 
vehile and approach. Raw sounding punked up bs 
hardcore, Well worth nicking up. (TM) Po Box 7804, | 


Some Days Better “Nuee Ardente” 
The Fugazi song “Sweet and Low” could be used to 
exactly portray what Some Days Better are all about. 
Having heard them described as “screamo” from thei 
, live performance, this cd edges closer to the “emo’ 


® only £1. Buy some for your friends and be the coolest 


‘4 line up changes resemble the squad rotation policies 


~} Glasseater buried in their overall sound and approach 


SIRE atte BB es Ui fi ing th f a highly decent qualit 
intention@westmidshardcore@freeserve.co.uk | For-a first outing this is of a highly decent quality. 
ey oe sy | These songs recorded with a bigger budget could well 
ra Pe 


reminiscent of the legendary Coalesee Monk atl 
there isn’t any traces of nu-metal shite here. The 
ugh (TM) www: spindrift. org. uk 


Stand Up Guy “Has ‘Anything You've Ever Done 
Made Your Life Better?" demo? 
The obvious comparisons here are Neurosis, and Will 
Haven but having sent them live I can tell you these 
Belfast lads bring a heck of a lot more to the table “3 
than just a carbon copy of those tvo bands. What 

impressed me most about SUG jis their control over: 
their instruments - something which shone in the live - 
setting with their clever use of quiet versus loud, The 
vocals are strained to the last - the blokes throat must 
be torn to shreds, Amazing stuff for a debut offering, 
and | certainly look forward to hearing more from 
these ao: soon. The artwork looks g1 


raat Fe 
The Daneericids “Dirty Wee Demo” 
Punk as fuck. 11 songs £1. Runnin’ Riot meets The 
Vandals meets The Ramones. 1-2-3-Go! A steal at 


kid on the block. This band eat band members. Their 
of Manchester Utd. The sound of Belfast loonies. 


(TM) Po Box 1343, Belfast, BTI15 4HX, N.Ireland. 
hitp:/Misten.to/thedangerfields 


ce Ones s/t demo tape 2001 j 
Recommended to me drunkenly one night by this 
drunken Swedish rock legend (Hi Chris!), so I had to 
check it out, Another new Swedish band busting out 


*) high powered old school influenced thrash here, to 
‘| add to the list of hot shit that’s been hitting us from 


there of late, They have the energy and catchiness of 
their country men(DS13, ETA, LAST SECURITY et 
al), but the DEAD ONES have a nastier edge to the 


‘vocals that makes them stand out from their Viking 


brethren, so don’t expect a mere knock off of their | 
more established counterparts. They've gol a “take no i 
prisoners” vibe going on that [ really like, and there's 
a real urgency lo these 8 songs. There's also a pretty , 
‘| cool keyboard effect thrown in at the end of one tune 

that { really liked as well! So yeah, 8 songs (lyric 

sheet comes separate to the tape incidentally) here as 

I say, and the more | play this, the more I like it. 1 | 
think you might too, Not sure how available this is, 
but | know there's talk of a record on the mighty 


wish Ireland produced bands like this you know, I'm | 


jscriously thinking of moving to Sweden. Volvocore 


forever. (JG) (CONTACT: | 
thedeadonesx@hotmail.com) eae 


This Time Tomorrow “Architects of Well Found 
Glory” demo cdr 

London's This Time Tomorrow more than likely ? i 
borrow their name from an Indecision lyric but 
certainly don't sound like them. Instead the serve up ) 
three tracks of screamo hardcore in a nicely packaged / 
cdr format, I can hear bands such as Shai Hulud and 


sound top notch. It’s selling for a mere £1 so try and 
pick it up. (TM) 254 Botwell Lane, Hayes, Middx, 
London UB2 2AP, UK. caughtrec@aol.com 


Your New F 


but luckily For us they borrow from the likes of 7 4{ end of that word and genre. On first glance the lyrics | 94 Featuring Tadhg and John from Circle Again, Nout 


Seconds and Minor Threat, Indeed on opener “State | 
the vocals sound like a cross of a_ 
young lan McKaye anda young James Hetfield being 
topped by a thick Norther Irish accent, The use of 
the local brogue adds to it for me and forges an 
and on the other § 
‘three tracks you get the feeling From Where I Stand } 


The Obvious", 


| 


{j originality for the band, Overall, 


come across as a total cheesefest, but once you hear 

them sung, the cheese is blown to bits, All that said 1" 

really do like this four wacker, especially for the | 

clever non distorted playing and the cool use of a/ 

sample in the opening song. Well worth laying your | 
hands on. (TM) Flat 2, India St, Belfast BT7 ILJ. | 
somedaysbe! @ 


New Friend's demo is quite brilliant. Playing a SoCal 
4) punk meets DC post hardcore style, you could, after 
| many listens, arrive at a Lagwagon meets Jawbox 


*)} comparison, but even that doesn’t do this band and 


| these five songs justice, | seriously doubt you'll ever 


'| hear guitars as crispy and production as clean as what 
©) YNF have captured here. The 


humour of the 


A rock 


rockingly good hardcore tunes, Was that a bit of 
4} Avail | heard creeping in on “Set In My Ways"? | 
remember after first listening to this demo, badly 
wanting to see them live. Unfortunately | was in 
j{ dustalia at the time but hopefully Ill witness their 
‘live show soon. Even if you've only a passing interest / 


Spind rift “Serateh” (Ferox) ‘ 
The band are calling this a two track single and who | 
am | to argue. Anyway what you get is a high 
standard of metal destruction going from Vision Of 
Disorder to Machine Head to Raging Speedhorn. 
Song one “Scratch” is a damn fine song showing a 
mature song writing approach many established band 
wouldn't normally show. Song two “Red Eye Blind” 
is a frantic thrash along offset by a breakdown 


have something and boy do they know how to write 
f 


hilariously titled “David Lee Roth, | too am running 
with this devil of which you speak (sic) alone makes 
this an essential purchase. For sheer song writing 
excellence and great chorus try “Gloom” on for size 
Superb stuff and [ eagerly look forward to secing 
them live. (TM) Flat 1, 184 Lisburn Rd., Belfast BT9 
6AL, N.Ireland. flint762@hotnail.com 


Q 150 Watts Tret Dive" Tie (Marry Me) 
Pretty run of the mill Jawbox style rock from these 
Spanish buckos who were recent visitors to our 
shores. Classic bands such as Jawbox never sound 
dated but here it’s a case of “hear it all before”, That's 
not to say Aina don't rock. Because they do, Even 
more so in the live environment. The packaging 
features some lovely pictures of Kurt Douglas surfing 
and feeding. (TM) Marry Me, Po Box 35395, 08080 
Barcelona, Spain, 


Backstabbers Inc “Evolution” 7” (Cadmium Sick) 
Been seeing this band hyped in zines over the past 
few months, and this is their first 7" which has been 
followed by another release or two since in recent 
months | think. Very “modern” sounding brutality 
core here, that reminds me of a tamer BRUTAL 
TRUTH to be honest. This is total metal, if the truth 
be known, It actually reminds me ofa lot of the death 
metal [ used to listen to when I was in my early teens, 
especially bands like RIPPING CORPSE and 
GOREAPHOBIA. This band sound like they could 
have put outa 7” on Relapse in 1991 for god's sake! 
Okay, I’m losing the run of myself here, so let's just 
say “sloppy death metal influenced grind that's not 
too bad but not that awesome either, but there's 
potential in there for goodness” and leave it at that. 
Now where did [ put that ROTTREVORE 7"? (JG) 
(CONTACT; Cadmiun Sick = Records, 350 
Massachusettes Ave #226, Arlington, MA 02474-6713 
USA) 


Born Dead Icons: “Modern Plague” 7” (Partners 
In Crime) 

Another band who, like FROM ASHES RISE have in 
the past unfairly been compared to HIS HERO IS 
GONE here. BORN DEAD ICONS’ “Work “ LP was 
similar to those two bands in terms of heaviness and 
guitar style, but to BORN DEAD ICONS are a lot 
more punk rock sonically speaking. No raging speed 
or intricate guitar lines, here, just good, heavy punk 
that's not entirely unlike a mix of 
MOTORHEAD, RUDIMENTARY PENI and a little 
HHIG in places. I'd always felt the band’s previous 
releases were a bit of a disappointment in all honesty, 
but this 7” has finally captured them at their best. 4 
songs (one of which is a great version of 
“Doomtown" by the Wipers) on this slab which sees 
the band getting better and better. The song “Modern 
Plague” itself though is such a total MOTORHEAD 
tip off that you have to love it! Definitely there are 
worse bands you could rip off though (hello NOFX) 
I'm impressed. (JG) 


Breaker Breaker "Demo Y2X1" 7" (Bridge Nine) 
Credit were credit’s due Bridge Nine releases some 
great music, Chris, who runs the label carefully picks 
the bands he releases so you're guaranteed high 
quality hardcore sounds every time, BB fall sweetly 
into the quality hardcore bracket. These Californian 
Straight edgers have a merciful grip on how to blend 
the legendary 80's stuff with the more modern 
sounding styles of today. It's straight up hardcore all 
the way and the 5 songs flash by. But you'll play it 
again. And again and again, The recording is top 
notch. | can’t get enough of this 7 inch. (TM) 


pDay of Contempt / Mindsnare / One King Down 
Split tour 7" (Trial and Error) 

Released for this hardcore triple headers Aussie tour, 
ithis 7 inches of wax is limited to a miserly 300. I've 


Wand numbered 109 and there’s no fuckin way I'm 


Parting with this little beauty. Adelaides DOC 
swallow side A with all the manners of early Earth 
Crisis, They do that style extremely well and if you're 
lamenting the demise of E.C., check these boys out. 
While DOC are the young pups of Aussie hardcore, 
Mindsnare have been around the block many times, 
They rip side B open with a fast blast of NYHC méets 
edge metal. Fuckin’ awesome, Upstate NY's One 
King Down end the madness with a track taken from 
their last release on Equal Vision. “Hasp” showcases 
how this band had developed musically since their 


" As they say P 


Down Under “she's a little ripoerl"(TRa) Po Box 391, 
Richmond, Australia 3121. 
trialanderror@ labyrinth net.au 


Deadstare “s/t? 7 (Shortfuse) 

Easily one of my favourite bands during my time in 
Australia, Deadstare serve up one of the finest mixes 
of thrashy hardcore, black metal and NYHC I’ve ever 
heard, While they mostly remind me of The Swarm, 
you can easily spot so many other influences from 
Charles Bronson to Hatebreed tucked into their 
eclectic mix. The 6 songs on this will probably never 
dg their energetic live show justice but they do come 
qxtremely close. The packaging is pretty cool, with 
Sdme cool live shots of the band in action, Best of all, 
this piece of terror comes on red vinyl. The only 
problem | have with this is its not long enough!!! 
(TM) Shortfuse, 34 Atchison Rd., MacQuarie Fields, 
NSW 2564, Australia. shortfuserecords@hotmail.com 


Dir Yassin “Ink Stains Across the Border” 7” 


(Lengua Armada) 

Wow, I'd wanted to hear these for a while, and lo and 
behold I came across this at a gig in Glasgow. DIR 
YASSIN, for the less nerdy among you out there, 
have the unique honour of being the first “proper” 
hardcore band from Israel to release something on a 
foreign label (yeah, | know USELESS ID are from 
Israel too, but I said “hardcore”, not “shit pop punk”). 
As appalling as the Irish scene is, we really have 
nothing compared to these guys worth complaining 
about, Lyrically there’s some seriously topical stuff 
dealing with life in what comes across as a warzone, 
and one side of the lyric sheet is an interesting 
statement from the band themselves about their ideas, 
and their circumstances, I'm personally not really 
sure what to make of it, having only read it once. 
Musically, we 12 very impressive tracks of crazed 
CHARLES BRONSON style power thrash, that's of a 
quality that blows many of the bigger names in the 
scene out of the water. Over all, this is the kind of 
record that hardcore is all about. Brutal thought 
provoking, and 100% DIY. | really want to hear more 
from these people, and [ have a feeling we'll all be 
hearing more from them soon. Nice one. (JG) Po Box 
647, Nes-Tzionu, 74101, Israel. 


Down In Flames “Start the Fuckin’ Fire” 7 inch 
(GloomRecords) 

Are you ready for a smack in the chops? No? then 
watch your head there boss, ‘cos theres ten songs 
been fired out of this neat little 7 inch by four angry 
little young men. Kinda like a mini version of Tear It 
Up these guys know how to mosh it up with the best 
of them, The lyrics are pissed, check out 
“www.geloutofhardcore.com” which — lambastes 
people using hardcore as a means to score with the 
Opposite sex. All 10 songs. come on speckled grey 
vinyl. This is hardcore. (TM) 


Downsct / Uzumaki split 
Strange one this, The inlay carries no record label 
details or no contact addresses. The record itself 
sports only the band names to distinguish side A from 
side B. Music wide Downset offer 2 songs; “Cold 
Blue Coma” (which is classic Downset) and “Act of 
Faith” (whoch takes a slow creeping approach before 
exploding the fury). Uzumaki serve up the solitary 
“Seven Deadly Sins”. They sound like Downset 
although the could be from Mexico or South America 
even though the band members name suggest they are 
Asian. Definitely a collectors item. (TM) 


(222) 


Downset / Wrongside split 7” (22?) 

Similar to the Downset split with Uzumaki in ey 
again there's no contact details on the inlay, On this 7 
inch Downset deliver “Wreck It” and according to the 
cover they also do “Iron Man”, But strangely, that 
does seem to be on here. Weird? On the flip side 
Wrongside (who are definitely Asian) sound great. 
They take traditional Asia instruments, a drum and 
bass beat, a down tuned guitar and ecrie melodic 
yocals to create one cool song. I'd love to hear more. 
Again great record collectors potential here, 
especially since one track is missing! (TM) 


aim / Jellyroll Rockheads: Split 7” (625) 

Good god, | think I've soiled my pants! What a 
combination this is, two incredible Japanese bands 
teaming up for a tag-team assault on the ears that will 
leave you reeling! EXCLAIM's four tracks carry on 
their relentless savagery in a similar style to their 
other releases, although this is maybe a little less 
Boston influenced than their previous outings. A 
minor detail that you probably won't care about 
unless you're me, is the fact that this record has the 
guitarist from the awesome CHARM making his 
debut with the band. Aargh! On to the JR side now. 
Christ, they've outdone themselves here, going from 
RAMONES style happy punk to mach 75 speed in the 
blink of an eye (check out the cover of EXCLAIM’s 
“No Skate No Thrash’ and you'll see what I mean), 
This is the best recording I've yet heard for them, not 
to mention having some wonderfully silly lyrics (one 
song catalogues Kenji's secret love for pop music but 
explains that he hates chart stuff. Ehh.. Okay..). This 
is the punk equivalent of an episode of “Monkey 
Magic", and I don’t think I can bestow a greater 
complement on anything than that. (JG) Po Box 
423413, San Francisco, CA 94142-3413, USA 
www.625thrash.com 


Get Up & Goers vs. Dead End split 7 inch (AWA) 
Both bands sound in and around the likes of Ensign 
Endstand, H20 and Sick of it All. Dead End are fast 
yet melodic with a recording that sounds like a 
Leatherface or Snuff record. They could easily be 
classed as old school and the singers gravely voice is 
fantastic. The Get Up & Goers on the other side, play 
a more melodic sounding thrashcore style. They rock 
just as much as Dead End. Can't decide which side | 
like best. Theres 4 different record labels involved 
with this split. (TM) Po Box 487, Bradford, BD2 
4YU,UK. www,awarecords.com 


Harkonen “The Grizz” 7” (Hydra Head) 

Hmm. Aside from the DISCORDANCE AXIS and 
ISIS releases, Hydra Head has been putting out some 
seriously sub-par music recently. Here they make a 
balls of it once again. Bog standard 
UNSANE/BUZZOVEN style noise rock that goes in 
One ear and out the other. This once fine label is 
going down the jacks faster than you can say “CAVE 
IN are playing a practical joke on us, right?”. The 
sooner they get that CULT OF LUNA 7” out the 
better, This is a shockingly, bitterly average 7”. So 
average in fact, that liking or disliking it is an effort 
it’s not even worthy of. (JG) Po Box 990248, Boston, 
MA 02199, USA. 


Harmony As One “Stranger In Your Own Land” 
7" (Shortfuse) 

Another posthumous release of a long deceased 
English band, this time on an Australian label! And in 
my eyes, fewer bands are more deserving of a 
posthumous 7” than the almighty HARMONY AS 
ONE. This band released two 12"ers in the late 
cighties/early 90s that still, to this day, absolutely 
fucking shred. Never given the credit they deserved, 
they were in my eyes as important as bands like 
CROSSED OUT, INFEST, ASSUCK, 
NEANDERTHAL or CAPITALIST CASUALTIES 
in that they pretty much were one of the inventors of 
power violence hardcore. It's weird, listening to this 
you realise that the PV scene really isn't up to much 
nowadays, when a recording from 10 years ago can 
blow most new bands away, That's all | have to say 
really. A necessary posthumous release that [ urge all 
of you to own, especially if you like any of the bands 


| mentioned. and major kudos to \Clinty for releasing records stuf) The vocals are shouted trom beneath much evil laughter.) but they manage to sound like 

this! (PS: death metal nerds, this features the guy who | the instruments, Seriously whacky stuff but refreshing DESPISE YOU, EBOLA and “Get it Away” en SSD 

used to drum for the late (not so) lamented ff and highly enjoyable. Must get their full length. Melt all at once, [have three records by this band in my Another string to the 22 bow? Surely not! But YES. 2—_Live they are almost untouchable and the passion Bad Religion “The Process of Belie™ (Epitaph) 
CANCER!) (CONTACT. f Banana are insane, Fuckin” insane even, Turntable collection, and each one of them is pretty much a Hd the Bes pat acoustic vibe stable fe” really comes to the fore but sadly on this album it all Ever since | heard that Brett was back | have been 
shortfuserecords@hot scratching off set by blast beat drumming and hi testament to where the heavier! more grind influenced Reece cit lol of roomy reverb and fret scratching. starts lo sound a bit the same half way though and waiting for this album to come out With the 


octane grind punk, To say they're “far out” is a ide of hardcore 20 i - : < a = stn Ei sa, é P 5 as i 
Haymaker “sit” 7" (Deranged) criminal undersiatements Their two Sones (andl) aah Ls Pee ere ees ys the world Lo-Fi brownie points a gogo, Even a fuck up or > | while it ts a good Agnostic Front album it's mot going, disappointment of the cancelled tour and the hit and! 
Haymaker feature ex-members of Chokehold, Left for using the tern songs extremely loosely) sound like oe Hae eee eo were haven't a clue what he’s singing about. And that) }to go down as a great one, There is nothing really miss effort that was “New America’, ] had even more 


talking ona par with BORN AGAINST for greatness, doesn’t matter. | really dig the piece."God knows our — | Wrong with this album and it is a worthy addition tof expectations for this, Well , let me tell you “The 


ead and The Swarm so you can imagine it’s a i "i i : : 
an hardcore fans wet dream come through What eek eae, SEER Arar es with their sarcastic, clever attacks on various things needs better than we do.” with lots of LW radio ggg} you hardcore collection and maybe past classic’s have Process of Belief” exceeds all my expectations and 
you get with this band is 12 (yes 12, on a fuckin’ 7 itl en nee nica effort seein Brutally. heavy, the occasional blast beal, but random tuning makes up the bridge between this and [Jj overshadowed my objectiveness but if you had the MM more. This album is almost faultless. All the traits 
inch...class stuff) fast and furious blasts, offset by"| a ty (TM) wen aidlaReie Sia i | Uae OF sOHIGr Wh bad death metal | the next piece “Postcards from the Void,” which I'd ge Choice I would see them live instead, (DS) Epitaph that Bad Religion are famous for are here in 
some breakdowns and the clever use of samples, : ye ee eases, GRAVE: Japan has } liken to Mercury Rey's ‘Pick up if you're there’ in Records, P.O. Box 10574,1001 EN Amsterdam, abundance. The infectious licks, melodies and lyrical 


y produced so much fine hardcore over the years 
Sadly, veterans of a ton of releases though they may 
be, UG are compleve shit. A more generic grind band 
you'd be hard pressed to find, and I really don't 
understand why this band are so popular. Is it the 
comedy vocals? Is it the STUPIDS covers they throw 


content that other bands could only dream of tackling 
come with case to BR. The return of Brett has given 
Bad Religion a new lease of life and a hunger that 
seemed to be lacking in the last few albums. From the 
opening blast of “Supersonic” right through to closer 
“Bored and Extremely Dangerous” every song is a 
classic. | can see this album doing big things. (DS) 
Epitaph Records, P.O. Box 105741001 EN 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 


terms of its direction free vibe and it's place on the 
albu. There’s a muffled sound of a TV/radio turned 
on in the comer throughout. It makes fora fairly dust 
covered voyage into a couch that’s been sat on for 
days by a porn watching pizza ordering Lord Mayor. 
in? | dunno. Shit novelty grind at it’s worst. Just Well this tune for me is like catching a giant vibe 
f check this out forthe SHANK side as a taster for their butterfly with a second hand net. Think Depeche 

LP on Slap A Ham, you won't regret it. (JG) ($5 from Mode and a huckleberry sawyer house floating down 
PO Box 16, Barrow - in -Fumess, LAI4 3GH. some shithole river. “How can you sleep, how can 

England) you breathe, how is it when your life’s wasting away? 
a De eS That's failure.” A bitof Nick Cave piano in there to. 
Shark Attack “Blood in the Water” 7 inch (Bridge Good bad darkness. Next its back to what 22 also 
Ning My Wat) excel at, Throwing buckets of acid down your FF 
All hail the mighty Shark Attack. Shark who | hear throat! know these guys. So my calling this album |) 
g you ask, Shark fuckin“Attack matey, Fuckin’ hell, if fucking great is sort of biased. I’ve said it before, so 


fy we could buy 7 inches like this the whole time I'm saying it now, 22 are Limertick’s creative 


Netherlands. 


AKO “Find Yourself (Trash City Records) 
Shouty angry hardcore from this young Bristol 
hardcore crew. Not a bad CD - well produced, laid 
out etc. but it seems that they are trying to be too 
many bands at once and the whole thing gets lost 
somewhat in the middle. Kinda like Snapcase and 
Poison the Well but without the spark that sets them 
apart from the rest of the pretenders. Having said that 
they have potential and | would say the second or 
A third album could clevate them above the rest if they 
Sort out a direction and stick to it. | think they do the 
brutal stuff much better then the emo, melodic stu’ 
so maybe they should stick to that. (DS) Trash City’ 
Records, 407 Fishponds Road, Bristol, BSS 6RJ,UK. 


which are scattered throughout The inlay card has a : Open Wound / Captain Cleanoff split 7” “Un 
funny parody of that famous Side by Side silhouette | League With Satan) 
where in Haymakers version the lads are armed to the 1 oAciotealar grind / power violence. No, 1 know thatpe 
teeth with weapons. If I'm pissed off I play shit like | doesn't sound overly exciting deer reader, but give it 
this at volume 10, Great stuff. (TM) f (3 chance and I think you'll be pleasantly surprised. 
| OPEN WOUND might be a familiar name to some of 
Jellyroll Rockheads “Kill Trend Thrash" 7” | you, as they'd been supposed to release a 7" on 625 a 
(Youth Attack) ‘while back but split prior to it's release, Their side of 
Grandmaster Thrash and! have an ongoing row about this lil’ 7"er sees them tearing through 4 tracks that 
who is currently the best hardcore band in the world ’ put me in mind of BRUTAL TRUTH circa “Need to 
is | reckon this 7” will settle it. Ladies and,; Control”, or maybe even KUNG FU RICK in places 
gentlemen, brace yourselves for the glory that is the ./ too. The guitar playing on their side is really cool, the 
JELLY ROLL ROCKHEADS! Remember what! said |. guy isn’t just limited to the usual boring riffs over and 
about Japan a minute ago? Well here is she best i over like alot of bands, and there’s an almost melodic 
example yet. Tighter and faster than anyone really bit in the song “Corrupt Destiny” which is cool. 
should be, but with some of the catchiest choruses CAPTAIN CLEANOFF on the other hand are heavier 
and song writing ever in the history of fast hardcore , again, like a cross between early PUNGENT 
(Check out “Go! No Reason” and | promise you, STENCH (remember them?) and PHOBIA, I've 
you'll have it stuck in your head for days, And it’s | actually been listening more to their side recently, 
only 36 seconds long!). If you've ever thought because it’s really, really heavy. With songs like 


Barberskum -‘...here’s one we prepared earlier’ 
Barberskum are probably the tightest punk pop band 
in Limerick. The sleeve is fierce imaginative so it is, 
with the credits/details being presented as a Eddie 
Rockets tastic menu from the *Barberskum diner’, So 
what of the recording? Well.....One for the road - life 
my wouldn't life be sweet. Five songs, all about 2 Vesuvius. Check this album out. (MOC) j j _ in the back of the van, gigging, Imin35, high bpm, 
minutes long kicking and dragging you back to 80's oo & q American Nightmare “Background Music" (Equal one’s jocks getting stolen. A fairly breathless 
Boston hardcore. Like Jamie says elsewhere, all these 59 Times The Pain “Calling The Public? (Burning Vision) Kickstart to this {7 minuteish 8 track EP We're 
bands are going for either the DRI or Negative Heart) The hottest propery in American hardcore rightnow, assured their album will have at least 25 tunes on it 


foes was just a load of negative, aggressive shite, “Meathead” and aDum cunt", I'm [presuming CCR Approach sound - Shark Attack take the NA route If you thought S9TTP were newbom on their last fly) AN dish out the negative old school like nobodys , But even with the 8 on this, the punk pop idea sounds 
Reale fee fo:prove’ you totally wrong, ‘with their 3j arent the mesa ous press pica Surdamn§ and do it brilliantly, One of the best things I've record, “End of the Millennium”, wait ‘til your cars} "| business. The lyrics, which I like, are certainly not | a little samey aftera while. It’s just as well the songs 
nunted ut overwhelmingly happy thrash. Serious, ; do they ever shred. If you've ever owned arecord on bought in along time. Top class stulf here plus Bridge ab ; load of this. The previous mix of Agnostic} |your average fare associated with bands playing this | based around these 3 chord noise tricks are by and 
ea Aa on nee zits es baie ce uae ae fam Nine is a great label Salutations all round. (TM) | Front and British backbeat rock has been stripped | genre as there's a very personal feel to them. The |large pretty good. ‘Movie Star or something’, is the 

: : bea i = ‘ stal vite down to feature only the latter as the Swedish four | | songs are fast with plenty of screaming going on and gold medal winner for me and refers to that which 


Six HundredAndSixtySixDead “Index of Shame” 
(Violent Change) 

Posthumous release here from a band that were half 
Acx-HERESY and half ex-HARD To SWALLOW 


really, it's quite the opposite, This record the musical |} the label for more details (and a catalogue of all 
equivalent of the best caffeine buzz you've ever had y Aussi e grind/crust/hardcore) (JG) 

in your life and everyone with hearing should own a 4 (CONTACT: PO box /4/8,Fortinde Walley, O 4006, 
Copy of this (which is basically their demo pressed |} -lecstralica) 
onlo vinyl). (JG) (CONTACT: Youth -ltack, PO Box | 

1 26321,San Diego, CA 921126321) 


piece pay homage to heroes such as The Jam and The || live they're incendiary, Think Shai Hulud meets Sick most rockers over the age of 20 something in this 
Clash. It's fairly unoriginal but enjoyable and | | Of It All. Think straight up hardcore meets screamo- town will relate to, “When you get to be my age, this 
addictively toe-tapping stuff and gets my money long |” | core. This is easily one of my favourite records from shithole town acts like the plague,’ anyone trying to 
Unsurprisingly, it’s not unlike HIS, only slightly before the hoards of American pop-punk bands. last year and Equal Vision have themselves a band j be different docsn’t meet with : much love and 
rawer and less technical, and the overall effect is like Probably the strangest section of the album comes in "4 with huge potential here, The potential to godownas understanding. But Frank brings it all on himself, 
a mixture of CITIZEN'S ARREST and the more the form of the homs on “My Life, My Choice, My jy) legends perhaps. (TM) www.equalvision.c look at the state of him with his died hair, “he thinks 
upbeat BLACK SABBATH stuff. There are 5 tunes 4 Call” which, thankfully | might add, don't drown out he's a movie star or something”” ‘Time on you’ and 


Over My Dead Body “No Runners” 7 inch 
(Indecision) 
Would it be fair to label this generic straight edge 


Limp Wrist “Whats Up With The Kids” 7 inch 


(Paralogy) crap? Certainly in the lyric department, but [ get the MM here that rip along viciously enough, with some Jeverything else going on in the song - like most ska “Special Export’ are solid finishers to this colourful 
Being a underground hardcore super group of sorts feeling the band would make no apologies for that. F! bizarre stream of consciousness lyrics courtesy of the Jhoms do! Inthe words of the band themselves “Rock first release with shiny sleeves from the *Skum. The 


Check these lines out “I stand so fucking strong, jg ever-lovely Bloody Kev. Incidentally, the picture of the City"! (TM) Buming Heart, Box 441, 70148 determination is there, the song writing 


(LW features members of dozens of semi-legendary : A A ed i 
bands) isnt enough for these guys. As the name ff behind the choices that I've made, | will never give Ml the aforementioned Kev phleming on the inside has to | |Orebro, Sweden. www.burningheart.com keeps others involved no doubt. Having, said that, I'd | |talenvmusicianship is there, the balls are definitely 
Suggests Limp Wrist are queer-core or homo-punk, ff UP on straightedge, never!!!". Cringe did you? (MMM be seen (he must have had some serious flu to hack [ ig Bs a ae hardly call this strikingly original but what it offers is ““*| there. These guys have a(quick quick think of a good 
Whichever you're most comfortable with. Jery’s Kids f certainly did, However the music is a different kettle J up that much). | don’t know, much as | like this 7” {i armate some amazing 1120/7 Seconds influenced melodic" punk pop album) ‘Dookie’ in there somewhere! I just 
are a huge and obvious influence. The six songs ff Of fish, and showcases a band with potential it’s not essential listening by any means, so you'd be I cant say I'm overly familiar with the death metal ff rocking catchy hardcore. The band seems to be a® knows it! (MOC) 

recorded are of equal quality to the expensive biscuits ff] Sounding somewhere around the circles laid by Bette forgiven for missing out on it, but it is nice to have a | | scene in Ireland but if Abaddon Incarnate are J supergroup of various underground band members so x 

your ma keeps for visitors. The lyrics tackle ff Than A Thousand and Battery. they cover The Faith's fil document of this band from their prime nonetheless, ‘anything to go on there must be some talent out there. [J hopefully they'll stretch further than a one off project Beatste: ving Targets” (Epitaph) 


stereolyping and fashion hoo-ha within the general 
punk and qucer-core scenes. Brilliant music, fast and 
furious. Definitely worth making an effort to get this. 
beauty. (TM) Po Box 14253, Albany, NY 12212, 
USA. 


“You're X'd". Heavy on the neat basslines and On Steve from VOORHEES’ new label too, look out || Having listened to this stuff 10 years ago, its nothing This is aclass record. (TM) Po Box 1202, Escondido, I have to admit! have been waiting to get this since | 

melodic danceparts [ grew to like Unis one a lot. BM for a KILL FOR CHRIST 7° from the same stable ‘overly fresh but the way these boys pull it off is jj CA 92033, USA. www. facedownrecords.com ee ht their set at the Deconstruction ‘Tour last year 

Theres coo! artwork and packaging too. (TM) Po Box SJ soon enough, (JG) (CONTACT: Violent Change, PO ‘\astounding. Recorded in Sweden, if you don’t mind, ji a Po ee : x in are The energy and strength of the songs blew 

erebneningen. poe) CA. 92615,USA. RR bor 309, Leeds, Ls? 74H, UK or “Nadir” draws up some huge comparisons from the JM Angelic Upstarts “Live From The Justice League’ mo away thit day di bad for a band had never 

WAWWEINE SCISIOnKECOraS: CON - dagnasteve@hotmail.com) sounds of Morbid Angel and Deicide. The vocals are jij (TKO) ) __ {0B heard of before. While few bands can ever reproduce 

evil as shit and the music grinds along when not) Fact: I’ve never sat down to listen to an Angelic ™ that live energy in the studio this is close enough for 

tie re sti played at break neck speed like the frantic opener “I Sj Upstarts record in my life, yet I get left with the task | | me. This is pure head banging punk — fast, catchy and 

. Will Nail You In’, On the downside, the lyrics are as (MM of reviewing this. So what can I say except as far as | uptempo. Displayed at it’s best on the song “Let Me 

reg eee fuck ae Hows | childish as fuckin’ nursery rhymes - all I will kill fMlive albums go the recording quality is top notch. | Din’. Reminds me of Samiam in places - which is an 

ave a King clue OW to review Al Tew Ht a x ii ik, 7 = a isa 

something, so I'll write something about every track’ esis he shee his rae deed anaes a) } added bonus, Ifyou like this style of music this album 

REVIEW. I love 22. | want to marry them. Intro oe 


ke th f 1. (IM) re tif Four Letter Word > (K Fu) | will not disappoint you. (DS) Epitaph Records, P.O. 
pane : ‘or anyone who like the nit of metal. ntifreeze “Four Letter Words ung Fu 105741001 EN Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Electronica, Zooropa. Whizzing space snols from halen aa z One of the Ataris played a huge part in Antifreeze ue 


Real Shit “s/t” 7" (Mickey Room Records) 
Konichiwal! [t's the Japanese CIRCLE AGAIN! That \ 
was the first thing [ thought of on hearing this, but tof 
tell the truth (and with no disrespect to the mighty J 
xCxAx — hey kids!) this is actually better. Excellent 
melodic hardcore played with the usual Japanese 
tughtness and invention (excellent bass player!), but 


Living Under Lies s/t 7" (Discontent records) 
Boasting an ex member or two of the late great TALK 
IS POISON, this here band are an_ interesting 
proposition, and one I've been coming back to over 
and over again in the past few weeks, 5 tracks of very 
dark, scratchy sounding hardcore, that recalls 
elements of “Word as Law" era NEUROSIS, DEAD 


SRST: eT, SR OE 


z teTame 


AND GONE and maybe even ANGEL HAIR’ s @ this ime leaning more in a7 SECONDS/UNIFORM B! Satum and ChiPps and Knight Rider. Romancer f — i tting signed by Kung Fu. The same guy also 

heavier moments, Now when I say it has clements of CHOICE dircetion than the usual arse-collapsing f! Video game night mares. Sigue Sigue sputnik toms, | sS SLUMS: FURR ee a thi Eiki Sevan ‘Anificeze ee ites ale Blood or W 

these bands | mean just that. LIL don't sound like any ff Japkore sound [ love, At the same time this is about Dinosaur Jr drums played by Data from Star Trek hy vanes ee = f the Ataris. but with: some Records) . 

of those bands but their approach is coming from a ff as far from “youth crew" hardcore as possible, and is Mf Chord patterns like an enlightened released asylum i Evie Neal or eapekals ales | With the follow up to their great debut, Blood or 
refreshingly free from clichés. This is the good stuff, i Lagwagon and MXPX mixed in, and play songs | Whiskey vary their sound a little bit more on this one. 


very similar. eerie and bleak place. This is definitely a 
favourite of mine, and impresses me more with each 
listen. | expect we'll be hearing more from these 
soon. (JG) (CONTACT: Primary Thought / 
Discontent Records, PO Box 4995, Portland, Or 
97208-4995, USA) 
Wa meer 
Melt Ba a / Damien Frost split 7 inch (Alpha 
Relish) 
With guitars that sound like theyre about to die, 


patient. Guitar amps sponsonred by Scania Trucks. 
Harmonious distorto vocals half M + Manson. A head 
fuck beat being felched by a sitar with seaweed on 
top. A melody line that you don’t trust tells you to 
Concentrate, Phased guitars and Foo Fightersesque 
race to the finish, Hangover - A Foucault pendulum ! 
of a riff with a Human League rhythm section 
timpanis and hazy ash tray distorto vocals. “A drink is 
good, to drinks are bad, sad." Cool Exorcist whispery 
bits into the choruses. Strange stri interlude, like 


jabout girls. All the previous should inform you off | A coupie of the songs could be classed as — gasp — 
\what you'll get if you decide to check this out EF 


X _}pop songs! Obviously not your straight forward chart 
are of the inlay though as_ this band are one} shit but there's certainly a lot of melody and pop 
y looking ounichioFTNeeSESkCIIN): characteristics to songs like “Never Be Me” and 
a ws “| “Don't Go Far’. (Maybe touches of the 
s | Housemartins?) “Sober Ag on the other hand 
Anew label’ and inesy Gandimen bers; bul:dlink (lly, ae rivals anything the great Shane McGowan could pull 
“| Britt is cver present and large as life through the 14 off with its drunken dirge Ah feck it’s agreat album 
agit-punk workouts. This record is the business, made complete with an ode to ex-Home and Away 


boys and girls. It really does remind me of CIRCLE 
AGAIN though too, I think because like them you 
know this band are totally sincere and from the heart 
in their love of this type of hardcore. However, [ 
don’t see NXCAx writing songs about pizza 
deliverymen (“A Deliveryman”) or shitting yourself 
after drinking too much (“Momentary Pleasure”), 
(JG) (CONTACT: Mickey Room Records, 2-9-9-303, 
Minamisaiwai, Nishi. Yokohama, Kanagawa 220- 


J Assert “Insurr tion Rocks 


Damien Frost set out their stall with two rock outs, #@ 0005, Japan) something you'd hear before a public announcement i flying passed “Le fi Opposition” for inventiveness and star “Chloe”, (TM) Eire Recs, Po Box 6591, Dun 
once the car pulling out of a garage sample runs out. oirs in that Juhn Hurt 1984 film, giving all the more 1 time changes, One thing Assert have going for them Loaghaire, Co.Du mero32@eircom.net 
They're noisy, almost chaotic—core but with more inj Shank / Unholy Grave: split 7” (Sterilised Decay) credibility to the hangover suffered by the composer. ‘Agnostic Front “Dead Yuppies” (Epitaph) that makes them stand out is their ability to write _ a eae 7 
common with Shellac than_any of the HydraHead jg] SHANK rule, Not only do they have a member called ff if this tune isin fact about a hangover. | feel sick Incredibly Agnostic Front has been going for 20 years y choruses into 100mph songs. ‘The lyrics are aL“ Breach “Kollapse” (Burning Heart) 
eo Jami (which pretty much guarantees greatness... cure again, Now for something completely different )and this is their 10" album, And they are as pissed of cal as ever and Britt is a figure some will love} | Yeah, bring on the death rock. I've always been a fan 
as ever. This is pure on the streets hardcore as it was [/‘Jand some will hate, but 1 guess that keeps it of Breach's Neurosis style bludgeon but wait til your 


interesting, Assert mix NYHC and 80's punk better’. a] ears cap a load of this, Far more sophisticated than 


than anyone else and at 6 quid, this cd is straight from ag yefors it still bears all the trademarks of a band intent 
aA MTAAN TIM Da nw TA Cnoenhi the i « ie 


meant to be - only thing is that after 20 years and 9 
albums it’s got a lot of classic albums to be compared 


for the classic NYHC sound with breakdowns, 
chugging guitars and singalongs in abundance. Some 
of the songs here bring Hatebreed with a Quicksand 
guilar sound to mind. “Two Face” sports the nastiest 
mosh part ever written. | think the first half of this 
record would have made an amazing ep. To bring it 
closer to home if you like 2000 Strong then you'll 
Brothers Keeper “Fantasy Killer” (Kingfisher) enjoy Comin’ Correct.(TM) 331 West 57" St., PMB 
So Brothers Keeper are now Snapease and Mike Ski's 47, New York, NY 10019, USA. 
high pitch vocal has thankfully vanished, Both www.triplecrownrecords.com 

appeared to be good news except for the small fact 
that its not. This offering is far to disjointed for its 
own good and comes across as somebody trying too 
hard to be clever. One thing I will admit is this pisses 
all over their previous effort showing a decent 
progression from the earlier material, While Mr. Ski 
has adjusted the vocals to acceptable levels, his 
attempt at some melodic emo style singing is pretty 
painfitl, If theres a saving grace on this record then it 
comes in the form of the guitar work, which is fairly 
nifty, There's a song on here which bears the lyrics 
“rock n roll is dead”. on this evidence it won't be 
resurrected anytime soon. | ected better, (TM) 
Kingfisher, c/o Century Media Records, 9 Thorpe 
Close, Portobello Rd, London, W105XL, UK. 


of their US counterparts. Amazing stulf lve too. | 
(TM) Altottingerstr., 6a 81673, Munchen, Germany. 
www. jointheteamplayer.com 


build ups than before but the explosive danger still 
remains throughout every track, Theres elements of} 
Sweep The Leg Johnny and Slint constantly running 
around crashing into the aforementioned Neurosis 
heaviness. An amazing and very innovative record. 
(TM) 


doesn’t simply throw down the gauntlet, they fuckin’ fj knocking around in one form or another for about aff has been torn apart and rebuilt from scratch. Openin: 
smack it down, right onto the head of anyone stupid fm decade. | think the kids refer to this kinda music as fj with a version of “The Godfather” which 1 fae a 
enough to stand in their way. Dukes Of Nothing look {Mm “Stoner Rock”, and with a name like “Dope Throne”, J confess had me rolling around the floor with laughter 
dirty and they play dirty. It’s hard and fast. It’s great you could casily expect this to be full of psychedelia, (Mf the first time | heard it, many of these songs actual 
music. There's 2 great attitude. They’re just great. fgg 705 rock riffs and Ozzy knock off vocals. You would ff sound more, Err, Cinematic than’ the ariel 
| Kas y one of the best albums I’ve heard in 2002 sof however be horribly horribly wrong No, if songs JJ versions probably did, for example <periment in 
i far, (TM) 2??? about booze and birds, and air guitars are your thing fj Terror” immediately puts me in mind of some old 40s 
stick to the likes of ORANGE GOBLIN, cos ff film noir just listening to it, Al times, some of this is 
ELECTRIC WIZARD deliver nothing of the sort, 9 geruinely ceric “Henry, Portrait of a Serial Killer’ 
This, my friends, is the music of Satan. There are ff “The Devil Rides Out” and a particularly vicious take 
songs called things like “We Hate You”. There is at ff on the theme from “Rosemary's Baby” all prove that 
least one song that reaches the 17-minute mark. The ff in spades, but at others, the tongue is firmly in the 
vocals are distorted and the tempos are slow. The ff collective check. The absolute, bar none highlight for 
sleeve notes state “Legalise Drugs and Murder”. me though, is an absolutely ¢sane take on the theme 
There is what is undoubtedly the filthiest guitar sound from “The Omen", which takes both the creepiness 
I have ever heard. The bass sounds like a swarm off and humour prevalent Unroughout the rest of the 
bees sodomising an elephant. The singer's surname, album, and uses them to twista piece of choral music 
crucially, is Osbome, This is seriously fucking evil] into a blast of frenzied black metal! Seriously, picttire 
music the likes of which | haven't heard in many aff “Unholy Black Metal” by Darkthrone if they'd had 
Moon, since maybe the firs! WINTER LP appeared 9] Placido Domingo on vocals! Look, I reckon you're 
on the horizon. With it’s basement production values | gonna know if you want this record or not, but | 
(it honestly sounds like it was done on a four track) | would seriously plead with everyone reading to at 
making itlovely and raw, this album marks forme a_ | least give this record a listen. If not, you're going to 
return to the kind of Doom Metal I’ve always hada | miss out on an album that’s not only challenging and 
soft spot for — ugly, heavy music devoid of any | unpredictable, but one that also flat out rocks.(JG) 
bullshit, 70's rawk trappings - aside from the § www.ipecac.com 
occasional Sabbath riff (obviously!). Ironic really that i 
sthis has “dope” in the title, because in reality I'd say 
these people sound more like they spend more time 
out of their tits on acid watching cheapo gore films 
{than they do sitting round rolling joints. So if you dig 
FU MANCHU and NEBULA, then you can FUCK 
2 — |OFF, because this will make you weep like a baby. 
Elbow Deep / Three Found Dead split (Youth | |For fans of total heaviosity however, ELECTRIC 
Enrage) } | WIZARD have created an essential, classic record. 
More Aussie hardcore here! 1 guess with your | \Geton your knees and scream for Satan! (JG) 
illustrious editor Trevor being over there for a while 7 Fy | 
lm Bere ees to He ut up for more info on the | Ensign “The Priceof Progression” (Nitro) 
scene there, because all the stuffI've heard so far has | ‘Well, what can | say only that this newest release 
peal ally ep verticals is THREE FOUND from the New Jersey Hardcore Kings has made my 
; ‘atures a bloke called Fingers on vocals \ musical year, From my first listen | was taken back, 
whom T got this record from when | met him inf with the awe inspiring riffs and the in yer face vocals 
ata His vocals are completely out of time with MM from Tim. The style of Ensign has in my opinion 
ae an Hagler of the ay songs on the 3FD/@@ changed considerably, they're far more melodic than 
: of the record, but rather than being really {RJ before, there's lots more breakdowns and the pace of| 
annoying (as you might expect such a blatant lack of ff the songs, although still very fast, re Ena 


timing e) ithe we ef really wel i 
ae be), it Je vel It Fits really, reel: well. {9 performed at a much more conservative speed. Ensign 
d belt out some seriously Sloppy, rabid hardcore have matured into one of the most 


Death By Stereo “Day of the Death” (Epitaph) 
Death By Stereo mix hardcore, punk and metal to 
great effect. This is what modem hardcore is all 
about, mixing it up but retaining a sense off 
individuality, | can hear Agnostic Front, Ensign, Sick 
of [t All and early Megadeth. This is an album that 
will appeal to all hardcore fans. Not sure about the 
song titles though “Holding 60 Dollars on a Buming 
Bridge”, “You mess with one bean, you mess with the} 
whole Burrito” and “High school was like a boot 
camp for a desk job". Short and catchy they ain't. 
Luckily the songs are. (DS) Epitaph Records. P.O. 
Box 10574,1001 EN Amsterdam, Netherlands 


| 
Hi p 
| sound. And fuck are they loud! A band like thispe length from this English band who have been goriginal, such is the skill with which everything here 


Crom “The Cocaine Wars” (Pessimiser) 

I think Homer Simpson could sum this up with one 
word: “Jecbus!” is nuts, and to be fair, I can’t 
help thinking this is basically a very elaborate 
practical joke that very few people are gonna get A 
bizarre cocktail of film samples, bursts of grindcore, 
stolen 80's thrash metal riffing (they at one point 
launch into a SLAYER song!) and various wacky 
noises, CROM are clearly taking the piss. There's 
also a weird obsession with “Conan The Barbarian” 
going in here, from the logo/artwork to the samples, 
to the song titles (e.g. “Discipline of Steel”, “The 
Jewelled Crown of Aqualonia’, “Eye of the Serpent”, 
etc). To be honest, | reckon if you own a bong, you'll 
probably need to use it to fully appreciate this album. 
Kind of funny, but also kind of stupid, but 1 think 
that’s what they were aiming for. | don't know. 
Worth a listen when you're wasted, otherwise, | 


Dumbstruck “And We All Fall Down” (625/Crime 
Scene) 

Jeebus! RIPCORD have reformed with a new singer! 
No, ['m not comparing this band to RIPCORD 
sneakily, [ mean it literally! This is three members of 
RIPCORD (80s UK hardcore masters, for those of 
you only bom in the past 15 years) with the addition 
of a new, and it has to be said rather large chap on 
vocals. Now, amateur thrash historians like myself 
will hold any band with 3 members of RIP CORD in 
itn high esteem before we even hearthem.. So, is it 
any good? Well, yes, Yes itis, It's very good indeed. 
“Does it sound like RIPCORD though Jamie?” Well, 
again yes, but with an additional dose of Swedish 
thrash thrown in for good measure (I’m thinking 
there’s a bitof TOTALITAR in there). More recent 
fast core converts amongst you will embrace this as a 
crusticr cousin to the usual 625 roster, and long time 
thrash heads like me will weep openly in the streets 
Fast, catchy, powerful and a sign of hope that you can 
indeed be over 30 and still stay hardcore. Just like 
Tommy Trousers, (JG) Po Box 423413, San 
Francisco, CA 94142-3413, USA. 

www.625thrash,com j 


Decimate “In the Name of God” (Blackfish) 
This band, hailing from the UK Midlands, definitely 
have an obscure fixation with Slayer! Most of the! 
tracks (bar the weird Santana style track’””) has Slayer 
written all over them. Which isn’t a bad thing, 
actually as they pull it off to atec! Following along 
the same lines as Stampin Ground, Freebase and 
Unite, Decimate do it well, serving up more 
metalcore than Vera Duckworth serves up tea at Roy's, 
Rolls. "In The Name of God" is a brutal yet melodic 


3 5 apes " : Pe hink the last song, "Regret", is' 
eceiving q ° a would stay the hell away. (JG) Po Box 1070,fmg50"8 Personally 1 think t ig, “Regret”, 
Deceiving from the outset with its gentle piano intro y ay. ( awesome! Some great guitar work, some might say 


ack y some live ¢ o rmosa Beach, CA 90254, USA. . } 4 
es fo sally, urs wat ik il a yee 
its chaotic metalcore the way it should be before a Darkest Hour “So Sedated, So Secure” (Victory) ou saber alt fuck H i eee aly 
sublime bass driven breakdown gives the listener a These guys are one of the most recent signing to eit pai ae pea YOURE PE CINEE: 
much need respite. An outstanding piece of work by Victory Records and my theory is proven to be ell worth a listen. ( 
an outstanding band Backing up that brilliance are correct. Victory Records are a guarantee of quality 
three tracks from the mighty technical driven music! Darkest Hour have a very interesting sound. 
hardcore moshers from Hungary, Newborn. There They are in fact very metal!!! | had the pleasure of 
songs are drenched in spirit and hope which makes seeing them live in the High Stool in Limerick and 
them a tertific band to listen to and take in live. A ever since I've been well impressed with their music. 
breathtakingly great release, (TM) They secm to have a broad array of influences which 

R in my opinion include, Thin Lizzy guitar melodies, 
cut throat screaming vocals like Cradle of Filth 
(please don't turn your eyes up to heaven | hate the 
Filth too, Anyone who pretends to eat a naked chic on 
the front of their album cover should get a good toc in 
the hole!!!) but the mix sounds great and lots of 
glammy rock bits that will leave you making the 
metal sign and buying jeans 5 sizes too small for you. 
Darkest Hour have been the most difficult band to 
review, | know in reading back through this that 1 


Catharsis / Newborn split ed (?) 
Catharsis’ “Arsonists Prayer” is quite simply the most 
brutal yet beautiful composition | have ever heard. 


Despise You “West Side Horizon” (Pessimiser) 
This is the greatest power violence band of all time. 
I’ve just realised that now. | can't even review this. 
Just., No, words literally fail me here, The facts: 62 
songs including covers of POSSESSED, DRI, 
BEOWULF and CIRCLE JERKS. Features such song 
titles as “Cut your arm—solves a lot”, “I end me™ and 
“it’s all in god’s hands now”. Powerful, and indeed 
violent, in ways that no other band I've ever heard 
are. Record of the Issue. DESPISE YOU - RIP, JG) 
Po Box 1070, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254, USA. 


Check Engine “s/t” (Southern) 
Featuring three members of the outstanding Sweep 
The Leg Johnny, Check Engine peddle a style very 
similar to the Sweep boys, | guess 3 members will 
have that effect on a sound. But hold the lights, for 
there's more here than blatant repetitiveness. The 
vocals certainly have a different feel to them — 
sounding abit more polished and rounded. You can 
tell cach member contributes to this recording, with 


F-Minus “Suburban Blight” (Hellcat) 
Raw, pissed, fast, heavy and punk as fuck. F-Minus 
feature Brad Logan - who became immortalised by a 
Rancid song of the same name — on guitar and vocals, 
The song structures are basic but straight tothe point. 
T love this cd and find it the perfect remedy for 
blasting away the cobwebs. The female vocals of Jen 
Johnson and Erica Dakina are even more pissed than 


Discordance Axis “The Inalienable Dreamless” 
(Hydra Head) 

This is savage. Final LP from the mighty AXIS and 
what a way to go out. Contained within a sleeve that 


each instrument having a of its own especially the haven't done them justice, but please trust me they i a al’s e : : “together” bands fi] Logan's. Hell. the drummer even sings a song or tw 

2 : : ae a . : : akes ok like the lost Jean Michel Jarre album that’s not unlike a hybrid of PW d besa 2 "heailte a : ; i eres o 

powerful drumming and of course that screaming are feckin’ excellent and hopefully their next release serene ies ue ae Tee the as ones in carly UNITED MU Fain a WOUND and mon the scene at the moment. They're awesome live fi The double vocal attack used on some of the songs 
8 i s : YY. nasty musich Pi and their talent and intelligent music shines brightest 


add great power to the lyrics which mainly deal with 
the ruin and decay of suburbia, Spanning decades of| 
music, from Discharge to Kill Your Idols, F-Minus 
wear their hardcore punk hearts on their hardcore 
punk sleeves and belt you around the head with 20) 
haven't done so already, you won't regret it. Fans of fj tracks, all as fast and angry as cach other. Easily one 
sarig fae mibeligs, Cae NPENG Ineonse GRE Ace Pe Where Fear and Weapons _ Meet and of Hellcat’s best releases to date. (TM) P.O. Box 
eae era : -A\ FY Shutdown check this out. Fuckin’ Amazing ***** 5 jj 10574, 1001 EN Amsterdam, Netherlands 
j E ZE and ANGRY Brown Stars. (LR) 
SAMOANS. I'll be keeping an cyc out for this band J EB 
from now on, and | think you should do. ELBOW} Fall Silent “Six Years In The Dese t”’ (Revelati F 
DEEP, on the other side, bust out 20 songs of wacky py Fusing Black Flag with Slayer id oat ra 
eat that approaches | full On power violence HMM sounding similar to the UK's much lamented vies 
Le tea ek e laa a Fal ou peta banner of being metal 
beicelal cae pe a SMe Bs); punk and hardcore. In fact they fall under all thr 
ee or eh : the ULTIMATE and its hard to see which one they Iean to most. * 
: Ps and not feel too bad about it Years...” brings together a collection of songs from 
Actually aside from the shared wrestling fixation, the two 7 inches, a full length album anda cd cp, A 
UW comparison isn't that far off the mark musically, | 4) always with these comps theres a fe eavier aie a 
iy maybe | ™ getting too obscure here but | reckon | which include Black Flag, 7 Seconds and the Theme 
ne ’s _ bit “ ss CRY FI Ie SI AUGHT! R influence From Sesame Street, Theres a dangerous pushy feel 
ere (00 hich is a good thing. They also do afi to this band. They're pretty awesome stuff. (TM 
pretty nilty cover of “Mommy, Can | go out and Kill ; a se : 
tonight” which was fim, So overall, another fine 
indicator of what seems to be ahealthy scene for true 
hardcore down under. The availability situation is 
another story though, as there were only 200 copies of 
this pressed on vinyl, (all on glow in the dark vinyl in 
a gatefold sleeve), but 1 think the CD version is still 
available, so write to Hedge who runs the label for 
} more info. (JG) 
(CONTACT, 2 Megalong Cres, Campbelltown, NSW 
2560, Australia or @botmail.com 


saxophone, A highly enjoyable record for people will be very soon,**** 4 Brown Stars (LR) 
wanting something a little more off the beaten track 
and varied, | liked it a lot, Live they were amazing. 
As they say themselves “Don't denounce the ine” 


(TM) wwwssouthern.net 


that’s a total breath of fiesh air from a lot of the 
pathologically tight overproduced mediocrity out 
there, mainly because it actually has character. Now 
there’s something you don’t come across that often. 
In addition to their own tunes (of which “Necrophile” 
is my personal favourite, not to mention a classic 


la lush DVD style package), the legendary 3 piece 
have set the standard for grind core for the next ten 
years, the way ASSUCK's “Anticapital” elpce did for 
the last decade, If you've not encountered them 
before, DA sound not unlike the aforementioned 
ASSUCK attempting to cover VOIVOD’s “Killing 
Technology” at 45rpm. On crack. With a tortured 
Doberman Pincher on vocals. Brutal as it is, the DA 
assault has an imagination and precision that makes 
them completely unique. with duummer Dave Witte in 
particular pushing himself to the utmost. It’s mot just 
about 4/4 blast beats with this man, as his skills 
behind the kit put me in mind of a jazz drummer 
playing grindcore. The guitar(s) are pretty out there 
too, not just relying on power chords but pulling out 
everything from high pitched squeals to strange 
mechanical sounding phrases. God. I’m getting all 
Imuso now. Anyway, this is a challenge but a very 
worthwhile one so 1 suggest you buy, listen 
repeatedly and absorb at your earliest convenience, 

‘ans of DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN or LOCUST 
(in particular the latter) will need this, just to see 
where those two bands have been stealing their ideas 
from for the past couple years, Close to genius. (JG) 
Po Box 990248, Boston, MA02199, USA. 


in this release, Lots of Hardcore (“Lesser of Two"), 
lots of bone crunching metal bits (“Slow Burn”) and 
even more genius riffs (“Absolute Zero”). All in all | 
would recommend to everyone to buy this if you 


Darkest Hour / Dawncore “Where Heroes Go To 
Die” (Join The Team Player Records) 

Released to coincide with the two bands tour of 
Europe, of which Ireland was a stop over (albeit it 
tumed out fairly disastrous for both bands..) this split 
5” cd comes ina great looking package and serves as 
a sweet introduction to both bands if you're one of the 
unwashed. The package; a semi soft plastic case 
opens to find the cd held by two plastic clips on the 
spine of the case. First time I’ve seen that and it looks 
cool. The music rocks just a much. Dawncore serve 
up anew cut of noise core mayhem while Darkest 
Hour experiment with their Swedish metal sound by 
writing a heavy stoner rock influenced jam. Good 
split but maybe a litte short in’ length. (TM) 
3 % i Dar: Altottingerstr., 6a 81673, Munchen, Germany. 
this Ist instalment of the Ringside www ,jointheteamplayer.com 

t all sounds a bit too rock star-ish to 


me. Kinda like “are you ready to rock Springfield?” 
Anyway minor gripes aside, this live recording comes 
via the Great American Music Hall in San Francisco 
and the legendary CBGB’S in New York., from 
February 2000 when Cock Sparrer completed their 
first ever US tour, All the hits are belted out including 
the fab “Worl and “Runnin Riot”. Theres even a 
cover of The Rolling Stones “A.U” 


Citizen Fish “Life Size" (Honest Don’s) 
What you get here is fairly competent punk rock. 
Take The Jam and blend ‘em with Snuff and you'd hit 
the nail on the head, Right now I'm fairly washed up 
on this style so J really didn’t get much from this 
record: A case of bad timing really. (TM) Po Box 
192027. San Francisco, CA 94119-2027. USA. 
wivw.honestdons.com 


Filthy Thieving Bastards “Our Fathers Sent Us” 


ving Bastards are messers Bonnel and 
Koski of Swingin’ Utters fame, showing us all how 
easy it is to rip off Shane McGowan and The Pogues. 
It’s actually quite outstanding to hear how similar 
they are: nine times out of ten you'd bet your life on 
the vocals being those of the straightedge anti-christ 
McGowan. However the buck doesn’t stop in the “old 
sod” as they occasional take a trip across the Irish Sea 
to borrow from The Clash and Billy Bragg. It's very 
acoustic based in approach which is a good thing, 
otherwise | feel they'd sound too much like the 
Dropkick Murphys. Overall, and striking comparisons 
aside, this is a highly entertaining record bes! enjoyed 
Okay. so I should probably start by telling you that {Mover a couple of cans. (TM) TKO, 4104 24" St, 
I'm pretty’ much biased towards anything involving MM #103 9 San Francisco, CA 94114, USA, 
Mike Patton, the man is a total genius in my eyes. {ij www.tkorecords.com 
Fantomas, for those of you who don’t know, is one of 
Mr Patton's current projects, and something of a 
dream team featuring Dave Lombardo, Buzz Osbome 


Cock Sparrer “Live: Runnin Riot Across The 
USA” (TKO) 

“How you doing alright, its fuckin great to be in San 
Francisco” of 
TKO live 


Dawneore “Entertainment For The Rest” (Join 
The Team Player Records) 

Hungary, not content with unleashing the amazing 
Newborn on erves up atight as fuck chaotic-core 
act in the shape of Dawncore, Indeed, while they 
share members with the aforementioned Newborn 
you'd have to lok towards the likes of US bands 
Dillinger Escape Plan, Converge ad Drowningman 
for the inspirations behind this 6 song belter, If you're 
familiar with the whole chaotic-core style then you'll 
know the vocals are mean and nasty, while the 
instruments swing from spazzy to rifftastic parts, all 
capped off with that unnerving challenging edge this 
genre promotes, Dawncore are casily as good as any 


Fantomas “The Director's Cut” CD (Ipecac): 


Dukes ,of Nothing “War and Wine" (Eccentric 
Man) 

Featuring ex-members of Iron Monkey and a current 
member of Orange Goblin, the Dukes of Nothing) 
sound nothing like cither of those two bands. Instead, 
you get 8 rip roaring tracks of Black Flag mects 
Motorhead influenced madness. is band doesn’t 
have to say “Fuck You’, its written all over their 


From Ashes Rise “Silence” LP (Skuld Releases) 
I Masters at work. Sophomore effort from the 
and (fellow: Mr Bungle member) Trevor Dunne, This {J Tennessee wrecking machine het dwell worth the 
here is their ond release, and basically consists of JJ wait it was too. From what I can tell this was recorded 
the four lads reconstructing a series of themes from a J only a few months after their first LP, but it’s not a 
bunch of old horror/thriller films. Sounds like a recipe carbon copy by any means. These guys work fast! 
for a novelty record? Well, yes, it docs | know, but ff Okay, what do they sound like? HIS HERO IS 


Comin’ Correct “In Memory Of...” (Triple Crown 
Records) 

Comin’ Correct features Rick Ta Life, vocalist with 
25 Ta Life on vocals. Frankly there ain’t much 
difference between both bands. The pair of ‘em aim 


Electric Wizard: “Dope Throne” CD (Rise Above) 


AL. 


I think new "kids could pick this up, like it and search| 


Dillinger.) There's fierce chugging riffola offset by 
re out some Tad recordings. (TM) www. koolarrow.com 


crazy time changes and swirly guitar licks all backed) 
up with barking dog type vocals which occasionally] 
wander off into spoken word. It's decent you know? 
Century Medias bio for me sucked. It over stresses l ¢ 
the fact that 4/5’s of the band are black and African }¥¥™4 heard them. The Dave Sardy production here is huge 


i clear and the gui as fuck. It 
| cans. Does that really matter? (TM Its crystal clear and the guitars are as tight as fuc’ 
aun eT { aR ae 4 gives the band a sound up their with the likes of Ate 


sah =o ice of 
Good Riddance “Symptom of A Levelling Spirit The Drive In, while Stanford Prison Experiment i 
(Fat Wreck Chords) would also be another recognisable reference point. 
Since the bands inception in 1986 and their first Fat “Pl Find You” is a great song. The other two, 
record in 1995, this is by far and above the best Good contributions are cool too, with one being a moody 
Riddance recording I've ever laid my ears on. From slow piece while the other matches the energy of the 
the opening urgency of “Fire Engine Red”, to the main track. Here we have some punk and hardcore 
melodic overdrive of “Cheyenne” to the sheer kids taking a stab at the big time, or semi-big time at 
hardcore punk abandon of “Spit You Out”, this time least, and good luck and fair fucks to them. (TM) 
the four piece are relentless in their quest to deliver a <>) www.hundredreasons.com 
diverse amd entertaining record. And all that; 9%. Sar pc ches ea eee PL Dt Pe ase 
relentlessness has certainly paid off. New drummer Imbalance “Wreaks Havoc with the Inner Ear’ 
Dave (ex-Lifetime and Kid Dynamite) eases into the (AWA) 

stool to deliver a competent performance, but it’s Are Imbalance the most important band in English 
Russ” vocal range that carries this record beyond a ; punk rock? You can bet your bottom dollar there are. 
slew of other bands attempting this style. It’s their 5h a They are amazing. “Wreaks Havoc...” catches 
record, every song is a winner, the cd’s enhanced and “| “Spouting Rhetoric” by the balls, re-writes the script 
Ayou get the Psychadelic Furs ‘In My Head” as a; Jand fires it through the window. | hear bands like’ 
bonus hidden track. And just in case all that wasn’t £%|Refused, AC/DC and Compulsion (jaysus..i"ll be: 
lenough proceeds from the sale of the record benefit =|murdered for that one....). Crispy clean guitars, 
trademarks like Guy's hypnotic vocal on some worthwhile causes. (TM) Fat Wreck Europe, recorded and played in a way only classic bands can Songs & Irritate” and “Musicians Backdoor Boyz” Raging Speedom and Kyuss, which sounds great in 
*Strangelight” to lan's explosiveness on “Ex- Waldemarst). = 33, 10999 Berlin, Germany. &")manage. “Clarence Boddicker", “Imbalance” and need to be heard. (DS) Kool Arrow Records, 5902 fmm theory but in reality isn’t anything very exciting. I 
Spcctator’-which also showcases some incredible hi- www. fatwreck, = a ‘Small ‘Town Story” are fuckin" great songs — songs Monterrey Rd #666 Los Angeles, Ca 90042, U.S.A. really couldn't get my head round all the Spanish, but 
hat work by Mr. Canty- are all there in abundance fas init Se which will stand the test of time, “Kills The Most” at 50 minutes plus, it weighs in as one long bastard 
alongside the’ driving bass and staccato guitars, The Harum Searum “Suppose We Try” LP (Hex /.)2|shows another side to the band as it comes off all cd. (TM) BP 80249 / 35102 Rennes, Cedex 3, France, 
piano parts are sweet too. Pure Legends. (TM) 3819 Skutd) : - - Fugazi-ish. The lyrics to “Music Scenes Ain't Real www.overcomerccords.com 

Beecher St., NW Washington, DC 20007, USA. Okay, I’m the wrong person to review this, having Life” tell it like it is, reporting on the petty squabbles 

z rad z just been in a van with these around the country for a 4;Jof the punk rock community. I really can’t say 
week! So I'll keep it short (you can check out my tour nough great things about this band and record. As a 
report thing for details). Not only are HARUM bonus — as if we deserved one ~ there’s a couple of © 
SCARUM some of the nicest people in punk rock, but e-recorded tracks from “Spouting Rhetoric” hidden ; 
their music is class. This second album sees them at the end. (TM) Po Box 487, Bradford, BD2 © 
slimmed down to a trio, but that doesn't slow them awarecords.c! : 
down at all, This is fierce, melodic and anthem § 
punk rock, and if you saw them live, you know what 
I'm talking, about. That’s pretty much it. This is a gem 
ofa record, from avery cool and inspiring band. And 
“Where did you go wrong” is my favourite track here, 
for what it’s worth, Crap sleeve art though. (JG) 
(CONTACT: Hex Records/HS, PO Box 14284, 
Portland OR 97293, USA) 


semi—accurate. Both bands play a dark, intricate form 
of hardcore incorporating downtuned guitars, massive 
distortion, and a pretty distinct style in both vocals 
and guitar playing that seems unique to Memphis 
hardcore bands; both bands originate from the same 
area and started roughly the same time .. You have to 
fee] sorry for FAR in that they constantly get lumped 
in with HHIG, when the truth is, they do actually 
stand on their own the more you listen. For one thing, 
FAR is a lot more aggressive and faster, not to 
mention Icss metallic than HHIG. They also, basically 
are less miserable. The song writing also, is very 
catchy, and some of the riffs here are pretty much 
lodged permanently in my psyche. Look, I've waffled 
enough: if you want some dark, heavy hardcore punk, 
investigate this band al your nearest convenience 
(Dublin kids — this is actually available at the Secret 
Book and Record Store, which should save you hassle 
looking through distro lists for it!). Oh, and rumour 
has it they're playing here next April! In time for my 
birthday! Hurrah! (JG) 
SENS 0: si 
Fugazi “The Argument” (Dischord) 
Possibly the most influential DIY band of the last 
guzi return with a much better album than 
last effort “End Hits”. It's great to see them back to 
their brilliant best after that minor hiccup, The usual 


Bearer type yocals are a s raw and gruff as ever and is shoc! boss! 
the songs are as sweet as a nut. Kill Your Idols are TOTAL FURY,.FLASH GORDON and many more] 
top dogs in hardcore land right now and deservedly have constructed a new Japankore for the 21" century 
so. There's a superb passion and work ethic driving J mixing the best of their predecessors (GAUZE, 
this band. Kill Your Idols write hardcore punk love LIPCREAM, etc) with influences from the scene o! 
songs which alone sets them aside from other bands America throughout the 80s, tightening it up and 
of the same ilk. Beg, steal or borrow some recordings speeding it up beyond all human comprehension, LIE} 
by this band asap. “Young (At Heart)" has been on JM are another definitive band from this new era, and 
repetitive play for a long time now in UFC's abode. MM courtesy of that wonderful man they call Hirax Max, 
Top stuff(TM) 6201 Sunset Blvd., Suite 211, Jithis CD throws up 29 tracks of their crazed assault, In 
Hollywood, CA 90028, USA. JM addition to featuring the full length LP, this CD is 
www.sideoncdummy.com almost a discography of sorts, also including their 
“Legalise It’ 7” from last year, tracks from the| 
“Bandanna Thrash” flexi, and some split EP and live 
tracks. This is one of those things 1 reckon where 
you'll know if you want this or not, so if you’re not a 
huge fan of fast shit, save your money and buy that 
PROPAGANDHI CD instead. Wimp. (JG) Po Box Minus “Jesus Christ Bobby” (Victory / 
423413, San Francisco, CA 94142-3413, USA. Smekkleysa) 
www.625thrash.com Jesus Christ Minus, did | not see you coming! 
Whatever the fuck | thought ye were going to sound 
like you certainly dont. The opening bars of| 
“Chimera” alone, tore all notions to shreds, There's a 
bit of everything going on ; metal, jazz, hardcore, 
rock but there's heaps of chaos and guitar work like 
you've never heard before, It would be very| 
interesting to see what they can pull off live. If it was, 
necessary to compare such a unique sounding band to} 
some familiar names | guess the likes o 
Drowningman, At the Drive In and Deftones can be| 
heard from time to time. Produced by an ex- 
Sugarcube, Minus bring an inventive refreshing 
approach to the table. (TM) www.victoryrecords.com 


samples aplenty elsewhere. Solid metal. (TM) 
www.undergroove.co.uk 3 


Hundred Reasons “EP Three” (Columbia) 
This band have come on leaps and bounds since | las 


Millencolin “Home From Home” (Burning Heart) 
The previous album, “Pennybridge Pioneers” scored 
Millencolin a lot of su s particularly in Australia| 
where they were massive with the skaters and pop-| 
punkers, Here on “Home From Home” they’re set to} 
do it all qver again, this time with more of a pop edge’ 
than ever. “Man or Mouse” sets the scene, all 
infectious melodies and choruses to die for 
overloaded with guitar hooks. Songs like this seem to 
come naturally to this band. For me I prefer to 
program 4/5 songs at a time tall gets too samey 
for one sitting. Millencolins greatest hits package 
should be some cd. (TM 


Kultar Shock “Pull the LN. (Kool Arrow) 

This is an album you will either love or hate — there is 
no middle ground here. If the idea of a mix of punk, 
folk, hip-hop, jazz and weird sounding shit sung in 
Bosnian, Bulgarian, Croatian, Romanian, Siberian 
and English appeals to you then you will love this — if] 
not you just might like this anyway. In a way it’s a lot 
more ‘punk’ then most punk album's out their and 
you have to admire they way they stick to their roots. 
Best description I could give you is the quirky side of 
System of a Down crossed with Mr.Bungle. 
Incidentally this has been produced by Billy Gould 
formerly of Faith NoMore, Songs like “How to Fuck 


Like Peter at Home “Volumen:” (Overcome) 
What a shit band name. Like Peter at Home sing in 
Spanish and have Spanish song titles, which all went 
a little over my head to be honest. Music wise they 
sound like a mix of Vision of Disorder, Unsane, 


Limp “s/t” (Honest Don’s) 
Despite fearing the worst once | laid eyes on the 
cover of someone flipping the bird, this record tumed 
out to be surprisingly good in a Weezer meets 
countless pop punk type bands. Heaps of melodies, 
sing-along parts and “uh-oh's”. Worth chancing if] 
you come across it, even though the last track is some 
Spanish guitar type bullshit. (TM) 


Mouthwash “1000 Dreams” (Hellcat) 
Sweet suffering nora...what the fuck were Hellcat} 
thinking when they signed this mob up? Further 
more, what were they thinking releasing a full album) 
of material by them? Capdown kick this sorry bunch 
of fuckers arses.Hellcat should have signed them 
instead. (TM) ? 


nearthed from 


onderland” £% 


4 (Overcome) 3 
Holy cow, does this band make a racket. Screaming jj 
{J out of France, to call Inside Conflict extreme would 
be a gross miscalculation. Their sound is terrifyingly 
{massive yet technically outstanding., as good as): 
anything released recently on say, Relapse Records. 
That said, one could easily liken Inside Conflict to 
Benumb, yet Napalm Death, metalcore and death 
metal are also obvious influences, Staggeringly this 
“record (which clocks in at 14? Tracks 61? minutes) 
was recorded in just 10 days which is quite| 
inbelievable when you hear the power and) 
professionalism captured on the whole album. | keep 
replaying the opening track “Mutation” just for thet 
E| screaming and deathly growls alone. Fantastic stuff, | 
fl (TM) Overcome, BP 80249 , 35102 Rennes Cedex 3, § 
France. mosh.bart@ f 


Long Live Nothing “s/t” (Youth Attack) 
‘ My final review for this issue, and I’m keeping it 

aif fhe BARTABES brief cos frankly, I’m knackered, my fingers hurt 

Lars Frederiksen and The Bastards “s/t” (Hellcat) from typing, and my eyes are turning into squares. 
It's no secret now that one half of the Rancid song Right, LONG LIVE NOTHING are one of many post 
machine Lars F, writes good fuckin’ songs. CHARLES BRONSON bands, but sound nothing 
(Apparently this was wrote and recorded in 5 days!). like the legendary CB, Instead, there’s a really cool 
Having seen Rancid recently, the highlight of the gig black metal meets screamo thing going on here, 
(and there was many) for me was when the rest of the Going from sludgy riffs to point blank blast beats and 
band Ieft Lars on his own to bell out “The Wars End”, all points in between, the ‘Nothings come across like| 
It was a brilliant moment in punk rock for me, But a crossbreed of IN/HUMANITY and 90s US Black 
back to this and its stories of Lars’ life growing up Metal lords PROFANATICA, In short, this is 
and living in California. And it all works out very awesome, and the ‘raw, crude — production 
well, so well infact that more than devout Rancid fans complements the music perfectly. Props too for the| 
should give this one a listen. The cover of Billy cool packaging (full colour sleeve and coloured 
Bragg’s “To Have and To Have Not” is belted out vinyl), Apparently LONG LIVE NOTHING have 
superbly. (TM) P.O, Box 10574,1001 EN since split, with this as their last will and testament, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands which as I shame as this record left me wanting more. 
Fans of G NNA, CATTLEPRESS (pre-Hydra| 
Head LP) and maybe early CATHARSIS will enjoy’ 
this, as did 1. Cool. (JG) 


Neurosis “A Sun That Never Sets” (Relapse) 
Amazingly a friend of mine gave me ‘this record for 
nothing. | fuckin’ love it. | borrowed it to copy, 
seeing as | hold Neurosis up as such a great band, and 
when | told him I thought it was amazing, he told me 
to hold onto it. How fuckin’ good was that? Paul, I 
thank you kind sir. Recorded by Steve Albini, who's 
popping up everywhere these days, the profound 
tic instrumental opener that is “Erode” 
in a refreshing approach to the overall sound. 
The Tide” soon follows and along with “Stones from 
the Sky” its all creepy Nick Cave-ish vocals. The 
keyboards are brought to new levels on this and along 
with the occasional use of violin it all sounds superb. 
The familiar heaviness we've grown to expect from 
Neurosis rears its ugly head of the crushing “From 
The Hill”, which also features an amazing vocal 
delivery. At 70 minutes plus it’s a barefaced treat for 
all Neurosis fans, and is a record destined to make 
people talk of genius when their name is mentioned. 
Wonderful stuff. The artwork is woeful though. (TM) 
Relapse Europe, Postfach 721147, 30531, Hanover, 
Germany. 


i tis bipes ete fas fu 
Haste “When Reason Sleeps” (Century Media) 
"2 is better than I". Thats what they say, In Hastes 
case this is true.2 vocalists, who made the hair on the 
back of my neck stand to attention. This band put 
simply, are talented, gifted, masterful musicians. 
"Meridian Summer" is a song that got me a little 
excited! Great beat and vocals I could talk for hours 
about, they are so powerful. This is a must for “any-& 
core” fans and with songs such as "Off parting sound” 
and “Vicki...is this a compromise" one is simply left 
buming in the ashes of the trail that they blaze. This is 
their third album, and when you realize these songs 
are only giving us a peak into the power and potential 
Haste has, it's all the more exciting! (KOC 


4 Garrison *Be A Criminal” (Revelation) 

Another one of my favourite records from last year, 
this record is what those crazy Americans would call 
“the shit”, Influenced by the Pixies and Quicksand - 
4H song no. 9 (‘Catch your breath and have a cigarette”) 
jis pure Quicksand), this J.Robbins produced effort 
reeks of brilliance. Even the whole planning and 
committing a crime concept of the album, falls neatly 
into place, although | suspect some serious planning 
went on before the layout of this record was settled 
on. All greal songs one after another rounded off with 
that trademark crispy guitar sound Revelation 
Records made famous, The vocals which range from have established themselves as one of the best 
screaming to singing are spot on. Possibly the hottest emocore / post hardcore bands in the UK. The guitars 
band on Revelation right now. (TM) Hell Is For Heros “You Drove Me To It” are tight, well controlled and dynamic at time 
i E (Wishakismo Recordings) driving the songs along nicely, while the vocals 
HIFH feature an ex-member or two from the much scream and sing along, Bands like Quicksand, Afghan 
hyped but blatantly shit Symposium. Ah well, we Whigs and Jawbox are obvious influences, Fantastic 
won't hold that against them now as this single is ep. (TM) 

good stuff of the emo-core variet even a F 
hint of the Deftones in here which ain’t all that bad, Kids Near Water 
and the guitars are sweet. I'd fuckin check more of Recordings) 
these guys out in a flash, (TM) Ah yes! More Kids Near Water, but unfortunately it ; 
SM isn't as good as the previous offering “Extended | 
z Player One”. Of course that’s not to say its not ofa 
Hog Molly “Kung Fu Cocktail Grip” (Kool high standard cos it damn well is, its just the vocals 
Arrow) aren't so hot on this one. KNW are making quite a 
It’s reassuring to know that Tad Doyle still writes name for themselves and should follow the like of 
riffs as heavy as his good self’ Having a decent Hundred Reasons to the top of the emo-core pile in 
selection of Tad records in my collection, | was very the UK. The cover is arty rock wank, (TM) 

interested to sce what Mr. Doyle would do on his ea 

return to the musical action. Opener “Mr. Right” 
chugs all over the shop and plastered a smile across 
my face. Ah he’s bacl aright I thought. Elsewhere the 
record pretty much keeps to the Tad formula, which 
isn’t a bad thing but also leads to nothing overly new 


y' 
With strong song writing and clever structures KNW 


Leftover Crack “Mediocre Generica” (Hellcat) 
Holy shit. Theres heaps of stuff going on throughout 
this record. Can I hear Operation Ivy, Rancid, Sick Of, 
It All and even Slayer! Yes I certainly can. The bits of| 
metal here and there perfectly suit the ska bits this 
band breaks into from time to time, while keeping 
their punky roots. Feck, theres even a rockabilly 
number in the shape of “The Good, The Bad and the 
Leftover Crack”! If you're looking for diversity in 
your punk meal, look no further than this generous 
serving. (TM) 


Loved and Hated “Camouflage” (Kingfisher) 
Featuring Jimmy Colleta and Rob Kabula of Agnostic 
Front fame, this seven tracker pretty much keeps to 
the lines drawn by the NYHC legends. Obviously 
being a big fan of the New York hardcore scene, its 
sound and its bands, I enjoyed what Loved and Hated 
offer. Incidentally Jimmy C. plays guitar and sings on 
this record as opposed to occupying his usual position 
behind the drum kit. One for fans of AF and punky 
sounding hardcore, (TM) Kingfisher, c/o Century 
Swedens best loved Specials impersonators lump Media,9 Thorpe Close, Portobello Road, London, 
together 19 tracks of previously rele: , unreleased, W10 5XL,UK. 

covers, live songs and comp. tracks of rocksteady and % H 

ska onto one disc for the lazy amongst us, It's steady Matter “Blackleg” (Undergroove) 
and of a decent standard but its not something I'll find While mixing metal and hardcore, its not quite 
myself listening to quite often. (TM) metalcore. I get the feeling there’s a lot more metal 
influences behind this band, and at a fair guess I'd say 
that’s the audience they'd want this to appeal to, The 
x opening song crosses System of a Down with Napalm 
greatest fast core ever made over the years, and it’s Death while overall theres a Raging Speedhorn or jf 
Scene seems to be going through something of Canvas without the weird bits feel. Paul from 
“golden age” lately. The sheer number o} Medulla Nocte guests on one track while_theres 


pies ai Some Ser aaactetiaet aoe 


Glasseater “7 Years Bad Luck” (Fearless) 
Originally released on Eulogy Recordings if memory 
serves me correctly, Fearless obviously got the whiff 
of something good going on here with the Glasseaters 
and decided to re-release the record after remixing 
and repackaging it first. There’s a really cool sound 
going on here; one minute melodic pop punk meets e 
emo, the next screaming chaotic core, although to be www .hellisforheros.net 
fair it isn’t overly heavy. Onc listen to the screaming = 
vocals on “Second Door To The Right” did it for me. 
} Powerful stu arless brought you At The Drive In, 
maybe Glasseater could be next from this stable to 
step into the limelight. Best of luck to them I say. 
(TM) 


Nerf Herder “My EP” (My Records) 

Typical Nerf Herder nerdy pop-punk influenced rock 
again on this ep. They’re incredibly infectious and 
melodic and you'd be hard pushed to find anyone as 
good at this style. The goofiness annoys me a bit but 
the feel good pick you up type factor is a major 
winner for them. 6 songs with “I've got a boner for 
@ Christmas” being the most delectable 2 title, By 
the way, they wrote the theme to Buffy The Vampire 
Slayer you know. (TM) 


“Ther no Fin Team” (F 


Liberator “Soundchecks 95-00" (Burning Heart) 


Newborn “In these desperate days (Turnstile) 
Records come and records go but this one is with me 
for life! Got this c.p when they played my hometown 
recently. Intelligent lyrics and hardcore excellence 
with the stand out tracks being... ALL OF THEM! So 
forget about NYHC, Hungary is where its at right 
now! The digipack cover comes with a rundown on 
what the lyrics are about, which for me is a big plus, 


Kill Your Idols “Funeral for a Fe 

Dummy) 

A new home for KYI following their move from 
24 Blacklisted, is the only change you'll encounter, If 
Hie] you dig what the band do then rest assured you'll love 
this new record. The leads are amazing, Andy's Paul 


Man Die and become legend” (625) 
As I said elsewhere, Japan has produced some of the 


God Forbid “Determination” (Century Media) 
Hailing from New Jersey, God Forbid mix up the 
equal parts hardcore and equal parts metal to arrive 
someone round the arschole of Dillinger Escape 
Plan.( 1 say arschole as they’re not quite the sz 


Box 441, T0148 Qrebro, Sweden | 
www. burningheart.com 


amazing melodies ~ and boy do they pull them off to 
perfection live Having witnessed the band, when 
they played Templebar Music Centre about 2 years 
ago, | was eager to hear if they were as good as they 
TKO Records never stray from the sounds of Oi and were that day. And fuck they are, The production on 
streetpunk and neither does this record. [t's basically this , while being top notch, is maybe too over the top 
your run of the mill affair, with some songs being)" for a live punk recording. Most of the time you could’ 


The vocals are preat too which all adds up to a 
cracking piece of work. I'm truly hooked. (KOC) 


on religion within music. Stand out tracks for me are System of a Down “Toxicity” (some major lab 

: Te l is o % el 
Randy’ The Human See ager eter ges “Wish List”, “The Greater Plan” and “Gift of Pain”, Amazing follow up to the self titled debt from he 
Minm...poppy, punky, Aun ny wel y' ot This album will please Shelter fans but | doubt it will highly inventive “metal” band. I put the term “metal” 
really my cup of cocoa. Nevertheless Pm open PF eam them many new fans. (DS) in quotes just to separate them from the regular 
\minded, these guys are a dab hand at writing catchy: oe z Ke sip meathead joes commonly found in that tain of 
(most of em — anyway) Addicts of} Shiner “The Egg” (DeSoto) ~ music. So while Pantera sing about fucking your 


Box 3061, Seal Beach, CA 90740. 
www.kungfurecords. com : i 


Niblick Henbane "Go Away” (TKO) 


The Bouncing Souls “How | Spent My Summer 
Vacation” (Epitaph) : 
I guess when you play bouncy melodic anthemic 


better than others, That said “Happy Hapey Oi - be forgiving for thinking you were listening to apis) songs r definitel PUNK 
and “Wheres Lew?” are plain ridiculous. What a hit! 7] studio album. At 20 tracks it’s probably a little toot }Communication" caught my car definitely a i Is it me or does ki “oleta y sign Ja pietitenedi ae ase a ee 
song, The vocalists got a great voice though, kinda} 2} much for your passive fan, ic,, me, but it's apiece off JANTHEM". "Shape Up" seems to be an old Beach influenced bands to priser siameale! ee hammer bene nosy si pole comme ar sud atte iieorigt 40 9, Nel om 
like Frankie Stubbs singing Oi music. The music is) 7) pie for a dichard fanatic, Still, my jury's out on the!” |Boy's riff turned into an aggressive punk rock tune. , have the Jawbox sound but they stretch ita bit further a soundtrack of — spazz; puitars inagiit ieee 
hard, not very catchy, but tough as old boots. While 179) cover of “Redemption Song”. especially here with the This band are ok., worth a listen you never know you | into the radio rock fidld Enjoyable tock but nothing Sumening ani syer thet vocals n este Siyer Bil you can ays inprove yours by cong 
liked the vocals the rest of the record didn’t do much {94 woeful singing from the gathered crowd (TM) ~}may even buy al tawaitan shirt after it! But hey, that's outstanding. As per usual with these Jawbox sounding they're Mr. Bungle theye Sysiem of a Do ot ih dor of te at ul Bing songs ey ae “ 
for me from the sheer lack of hooks and catchy parts ee BREESE sti Su % ajall I can say . what do 1 know anyway. blame the bands J, Robbins gets roped in to produce, He pe more aeperzantly they're head and shoul ab : Peon hoying ve he shop pay a ut 
(Oddly enough this is only the bands second album Vag Owls “s (Jade Tree) editor (of sorts) he gave it tome Pd give tt 2 outta | goes one better here by adding his voice over a couple ayone within a worldwide rai of the {A eend Mh wweliew sbandn Ane hts sx ha 
despite forming in 1987!(TM) 4104 24™ St, #103. (et Formed from the remnants of a half million other} Jon yeah, “Freedom Song". all | ean say ts The of tracks, Track four “The Top Of The World” fase of mine both agreed and bust his bok a shine “that Seng’ he big hare ck of" ae "and 
San Francisco, CA OAT IA, USA bans like Cap’N'Jazz. and such, Owls are a fine piece)? Clash’s "| Fought the Law (KOC) A all bearings and cores off sounding like a mellow when Usa “system gis Down ieee igo fo ; done ha nen The fl god cr oft 
www.tkorecords.com of work, Recorded by Steve Albini, this record SG , Slee bers saat = Nine Inch Nails moment. H's growing on me, but my metalles” A harsh statement maybe, but an ace : vn TM) 
Nrevolves around the fice form guitar of Victor’) Right rigade “s/t” (Revelation) jury is still out on this record. (TM) Po Box 60932, one ll the same you'd fave to say. Grea band CIN) ee 
ae Dé 
The Deal “Yesterday, Tooday and Forever” 


Hy: ai as 


Nine “Ligh s Out” (Burning Heart) { 
Fuck it,..1 thought we had another “The Shape of 


Punk to Come” when this opened with some be-bop [y 


}1 remember being in Boston two Summers ago and all WDC, 20039, USA. www desotorecords.com 


{the talk at gigs and in zines was of Right Brigade 
And as desperately as | tried | couldn | track down | Sixer “Saving Grace” (TKO) 


and recorded material by them. So thoughts of RB | The Clash. Avail, Social Distortion. Three bands that 


T Villareal but it’s the quirky strained vocals of! 
Kinsella that hold the songs together. The vibe is very 
laid back, just like their recent Boat Club appearance |” 


aE 
Tear It Up (Deranged) 

This is just whal | needed, DERANGED, along with fy ne aon”) 

i ictal 2 ED, along with #] The D ‘ aah kys ans . - 

labels like 625, PFC, Dead Alive and Busted Heads is Hater ie ee ae mix of 

i F s bearing a 


}drum machine such was the description someone had |] in Limerick, where the bass player p right up to} 
previously bounded around this band. So while we'll TNthe moment before going on. | think this is one of} ibsided until Revelation (well the postperson to be could be used to describe the make up of Richmond truly becoming a label synonymous with quality. | 
have to sit back and wait patiently for something #8 Y= aithose play late at night records or aplay low in a café - | exact)’ sent this hurling through the letterbox one | VA's Sixer. For a debut full length it’s a mightily don’t think Gord has put out a bad record vevialeal resemblance to the Tikes of Dropkick Murphys, 
| 2 ic i v e wail? ga ere e ba . ma hy . | iT an] Ls, i 
‘orn, So is it worth the wait? and were the band impressive affair of booze soaked tales of life and This here Tear it Up record, however, is the best thing aga eae ant eh lis teavy on the 
long, chourses and the band look like a 


ype ed. For the record “| Want the Blindingly Cute to) | m 
iConfide in Me” and “Everyone is my Friend” are my‘ % worth th 


F\top tunes, (TM) 2310 Kennwynn Rd., Wilmington, infor 
disappointing when reviewing & new record, It's a obvious to recognise in Sixe 


he’s released thus far (and bear in mind, he put out 
the classic first DS13 LP!), TIU are, let’s be honest 
here, the best new hardcore band in the USA for ages 


fairly diverse bunch, The artwork matched the high 
standards set by the music, going for the classic cut 
jand paste style over newspaper cuttings with a 


good as that to happen again (if it ever does of f 
course), do we have to be content with what bands 
2 So say if Nine had to be 


¢ hype? Hmmm. a tough one, Let me start by how it can turn out. There’s former members of Ann 
2 you the band is no more Something | find Berretta on board but I don't think that reference is 
vell crafied songs and | 


such as Nine are offering us 


Jina box with some other bands they sound like, aa p \DE 19810, USA. www. jadetree.com sees 
I vould surely place them in the bronze but not gold or |S samesnys SRA gira! p> straight forward hardcore record, sometimes raw, isco Uieainey ‘southern eultars: “Souler fried Puck Their 7 was te ume OE eee 
| ilver box alongside the likes of the current fe sker dle Will Kill” (Epitaph) | never metal and sticking clase to what Boston had Rock” has been one Pe ste oe ten ate improving on te See gtne tie bind — stencilled band logo. Top notch. (TM 
ntombed. Clutch and Breach, All bands 1} oles pretty astonishing to think this is the 2" Epitaphy» ; produced in hardcore terms previous. However, | flics to shit. An album well worth owning and being a fay) Mat debut (weird considering ahiae Was eee 
foccasionally listen to occasionally being the i, release for this band. when you consider that the: ” Fending it, with cu minutes of nosic pretty much Social D fan! took to this like the proverbial duck to | | before the Havoc single!) a hundred times. This i 
descriptive word. 1 mean this is good, it’s just NO VST Hands main axis. Devon Williams, ts all but 19. juts) sucked. Revelation should have waited and signed water. Littered with melodies and hooks galore, Nice. |_| Se7ce. Okay, their love of 80s hardcore isn i 
Jamazing, (TM) Burning Heart Box 441, 70148 ike the debut, again it’s snotty punk but with a far’ | American Nightmare (T™) (TM) TKO, 4104 24" St, #103 San Francisco, CA re | (They're named afier a JERRY'S KIDS SONG. I 
J Orebro, Sweden. www. bumingheart J more emotional side than say Green Day. At times; | wwwerevelationrecords:cOM oo: : 94114,USA. www.tkorecords.com (TM) / wa come on! JERRY'S fucking KIDS!), but this 
Devon's guitars and vocals bring the likes of Sonic: * iteetton se ised oS 4 | band are certainly se sir oe ede 
Youth, Pavement and The Lemonheads to mind. You|«,| Rival Scliouts “United by Faith” (Island Records) Son of Sam “Songs from the Earth” (Nitro) [gg stead they’ ve akotcetad men bth 
also get the fecling, there's a singer songwriter type(.) | Rival Schools is the long awaited return of (the now And what do we have here? A veritable goth punk and updated it for the 21* century, Take one listen to 
J mentality in that “have tunes will travel and play" } sadly _defunet Quicksand) songsmith Walter supergroup’s what we got here, who sadly fail to live a track like “Ruining Your Life $75 at a Time" or 
type mood going on. “Kinetic” is a great song. Aside}: Schreifels And while this is not Quicksand Mark I up to the potential this record had. Starring Danzig's (my favourite) “Over and Dead” and tell me this isn't 
from the review above I'd just like to say that I've it's a5 close as we will get for the considerable future; | Todd Youth, Samhain's London May and Steve Zing something special. | dare you! This band are i a 
s review with a flashing alien pen. (TM) at least. All the old trade marks are here — the taught, and AFI's Davey Havok , for all their huffing and fgg Nd, one of a few who in 10 years time peopl a 
aD 42 guitar chords und the intelligent poctic lyric’s that are (c puffing Son of Sam sound little more than a carb still be talking about, and a 5 ayesha il 
neerraTd ° aaa Walter’s trademark, But on this album he and the rest) copy of AFI. Sure, that a ahve} sarah you ue it Uy yourself’ if, 
Pennywise “Land of the Free?” (Epitaph) "of the band take it onto a new level. This album is they”) nes ab srdsyi tay Daley's you have any interest in hardcore or punk of any type fill The Casualties“ ” «Si 
‘This, the 7" album from the Hermosa Beach punks is! aa ne i Hees Seat aie: S 1 recognisable vocals but for me the rest of ‘em atall to get this record. These guys have lots of other fil Can't s walties “Dic Hards" Side One Dummy) 
my opinion one of their best yet. | have always) i a aerate me a a contribute like session musicians and not the creative records out there too including a split 7” with DOWN rae ion ns ee biggest fan of anarcho-punk but! 
loved this band and both their live and studio output BS ac ieare ile it sail ec a musicians they are / were, Which for me makes this IN FLAMES and a split LP with EPILEPTIC classic NYHC) pes RIK IS Wnised xe ith same 
ave never disappointed. “Land of the Free” is a loty Lid i ‘ a , ts : Be cunt an Cate album very much run of the mill stuff. I mean, 1 TERROR ATTACK (which even the very thought of first time parts totum me onto the Casualties for 
more political than previous albums but then again fay 2" : ert ing wa its Poin 3 hos an e moti vi drooled when I heard about the line up of this band, has me wetting myself), so after you've got this LP ime, ‘The gruff vocals, sometimes sounding 
side that gives this album more depth and feeling such was my expectancy, so I guess in a way’ I set seek them out as well! ‘The legend starts here ..JG i Max Cavelera on early Sepultura records, really 
ar ‘ t ar =a ) the songs by the jugularand smash ‘em into your 


face. Dulf track time surfaces when title track “Die 
Hards” taises it’s very stupid and ugly head. Yep, 1 
liked this one and it surely could bridge the gap 
between hardcore kids and anarcho punks. (TM) 6201 
Sunset Blvd, Suite 211, Hollywood, CA 90028 
USA. www.sideonedummy com -y 


them up fora fall. Even the appearance of Glenn ™ = 
Danzig. Joey C. and Howie Pyro adds little to this There Were Wires “s/t” 
dour affair. Check out their respective bands instead. Detachment): 


(TM) Nitro, 16/24 Brewery Road, London, N7 9NH, Jimmy WOW, this was a pleasant surprise, Neil, TWW's 
England. www.nitrorecords.com guitariststayed with some friends of mine in Dublin a 


: Wises Yor or tivo ago, and he sent them some copies of tl 
~_ lowing Shit “Anthology” (g7 welcoming a few weeks back, one of which landed in my lap. 


Committee) And I'm glad it did. Some excellent metalcore here, 
Hmm. Two 7inches and some demo tracks by a band not generally my bag | must say, but this is of the 


Pennywise were never a parly band per say. ‘This is af 
} very mature album that both lyrically and musically fy 
has had a lot of work put into it and you can tell Pad 
Pennywise are on top of their game at the moment. 
Special mention must go to Jim Lindberg’s lyric’s © 
which are intelligent and thought provoking through ¢ 
out, Stand out tracks for me are “Land of the Free?”, 
“Enemy” , “Who's On Your Side” and the 


singalong-chantalong “Fuck Authority” | A song 


+ And “Good Things” combines both perfectly This is 
abeautiful albumand is what | hoped it would be, For £7 
the very fact that it is not a carbon copy of Quicksand, 
yet has its Quicksand moments, makes me love it 
even more. (DS) 


(Modern Day 


{Nine Shocks Terror ying Ohmage” (Sound f 
“| Pollution) 

Album number two from these crazy bastards. 9ST 
are the stuff of legend already, and this album just 
adds further ammunition to what's already a very 
impressive arsenal, ‘The great thing about this band, 
the thing that makes them so wonderful is that 


Sensefield “Tonight and Forever” (Nettw 
Sensefield ch?...always like them. Got about three 
records of theirs already. so for a measly £3.99 


The Donnas “Turn 21” (Lookout!) 
Look ‘at this for an amazing concept...4 girls all 


J although they thrash like men possessed throughout, eveTvGne pec _ hee (DS) 
can tel se people aren't afraid to ROCK : 4 - 1 TE) decide to see what they’ re since departi le aeue IGE . ; A : 
i adapt ane et et ales ate: Epitaph Records. PO. Box 105741001 EN! een ese at He Fy Pa ees da i you've never heard of, I bet you're excited huh? No more complex/intelligent type than the usual stuff. called Donna! Wow! Chiat 
thrash blandness. | ie Taking a hefty dollop of Amsterdam, Netherlands woe iN Rae Tron ilnse preelbusee ae doubt, the fact that at least one member of this band There's a little COALESCE and CONVERGE in here fi Donna aa eae What a coincidence! The 
prash blandness here. “Tal ing t I He He oF 2 a million miles way rom those previous rec ds off Went on to PROPAGANDHI is the only reason this T think; though it’s not quite as dizzyingly complex as onnas play girly rock like Hole or L7, Not my cup 
§| GAUZE. adding a slab of Bares B i Hate aieerr: Fichenitine atelecait RENEW (Faceddono} be} emotive fac oodness head ihe) peers : was released. Let’s face it kids, the ‘GANDHI are big either, Further tistens put me in mind of bands ic of tea, but they do as good as those two | guess. 
4 a energ, are basica By a ~ less speed. less roc 5 5S i = ‘i 5 ‘| 3 a 2 ert ali 
ridiculous amount of energy, 9ST are bastea ly &) outa good bit - less speed. less rock outs ~ but its still #} |) business these days, so that automatically creates a gM JOSHUA FIT FOR BATTLE or a less mundane ae aa ay any cupeiokiites,. Next? (iM) 
BURY ME STANDING too, so it's no too UES cI] 


“target audience” for any band related to them in any 


a very enjoyable record and one with 


If Hatebreed make an arse of their next record by suits the hi 


i following a lineage that goes back to THE STOOGES aaa ‘ 
“in terms of the power to create raw, wild rock n” roll, following the nu-metal path Earth Crisis tricd to make atmosphere of late nights best. ‘The inlay card and | wa: 5 + ; 5 
* Paria ‘ ‘ ) q y. Sad really. because while hardly being the jay overbearing in the metal depz 7 5 z 
i a buck from then POR might just be a band worth tty mUuC 2 le 1s being ff 2 ba ardly being the most iB ¢ metal department, with a bit of a a an 
2) cover pretty much suck, with the lads shirts being incredible thing I've ever heard, this is actually very screamo thing going on from time to time. This ae Jeans Pine Mong (Sweet Nothing) 
basically is just good solid stuff, and intense as hell to a Jet od while ‘hone: log foci: nunc, Tie 


| seriously! This might sound like I've lost the plot, but 
‘Jone listen and you'll see what | mean, Add to this a 
Sjercat sense of humour (some really funny song 
explanations) and some bitter but genuinely hilarious 
“bizarre lyrics that may or may not be a nod to the 
Abizarre grasp of English usually favoured by Japanese 
hardcore acts, I'm not kidding, the lyrics are insane, 
and here's an example: “Just rake the lawn! Put yer 


fucking heads together! Now our lawn!) Devour some 
lead paint together!" or how about this gem: "This Puffball “The Super Commando” (Burning Heart) alliabouvanidi@thnt iheyistand, for ane 


\ chalky taste gives me the shits”. Atleast two of the More oily Motorhead influenced punk rock'n'roll, sound like — well you won't be surpri 
men are over 30, There’s i STALIN cover. This, my only this time it hails from Sweden. And to be frank, WM} that “The Purpose , The Passion” is exactly: what you memorable than the standard “dow 
yy friends, is What they mean when they call it the bands geographical position is the only thing that }§@} would expect. There is no shocking musical or lyrical tuned/fasVoccasional technical nat = e they 
Maximum Rock N Roll. Classic album of the year #2, differs from any other bands banging out this kind of directional change here. And why should there be — slick to. Amazing drummer horah i har va 
“\(JG) Po Box 17742, Covington, KY 41017, USA. racket ic, Ze Dwarves etc. Song 2 “High we all need a bit of hope and positive feelings in our guy from MALEFACTION 1 Believes ae ie 
www.sound-pollution.com Powered” sounds like Lemmy himself belted out the lives once and awhile, This album is in the same vein i 666DEAD 7” reviewed elsewhere, this is n ‘ i id 
vocals. | duuno, it really has to be top notch stuff for as “When 20 Summers Pass” and the whole Krishna 5 everything, but I’m not sure how reoseauiy [iis Stl 

me to get overly excited about this style of rock and JM religious aspect which came to the fore on “Mantra” 7) grind heads check it, And PROPAGANDI II fans. 
sadly Puflball are only average (TM) Burning Heart, JM has taken a backdoor here to a more friendship and | | Well, let's just say “proceed with caution"! UG) Po 
i not that _hot_# Box 27006, 360 Main St Concourse, Winnipeg, MB 

ati R3C4T3. Canada , 


Icarus Line are damn fine. Being a big Jesus Lizard 
fan [ can quickly spot the David Yow style vocal this} 
act adopt. Of course the buck doesn't stop there, and 
comparisons with At The Drive In and The Stooges! 
(that’s the Iggy Pop Stooges and not Lary, Mo and 
Curly with their two fingered poke in the cye 
attack...) have also been — correctly - drawn. “Feed A 
Cat To Your Cobra” is devine. The record is noisy, 
chaotic and discordant. while sometimes its a wee bit 
angular and muffled. From fast to slow, each song 
had a personality of its own but ultimately delivers 
the rock every time. Incidentally “Mono” was 
produced by Alex Newport of Fudge Tunnel fame. 
Magic stuff. (TM) : 

y 


© utterly disgusting in the taste department Alva small f/ good, It's a total ASSUCK rip off, sure, but it’s all 
complaint, Sensefield write great choruses. have (} | right. The opening tune, “Lyrics that may offend the fi 
influenced many and have some damn fine songs on ie Honkys” bitoface Bee 
Biss ciiecina. (Ti) seww.senselieldc t ys” is abitofa gem in fact; it’s just that there 
é ’ this offering, ) www. sense ficld.com f are every’ few other songs on it that reach the sam 
cool tattoo artwork. Might be worth keeping an cye : JRE: Oe jevalionexcdlente as h Eh Ie same 
on this lot. (TM) Po Box 1202. Escondido, CA Sheiter “The Put jose. The on” (Centur song tides. ‘Chr uy cenge ie Mey 
92033, USA. www. facedownrecords.com Pena m : ikon s (‘Christian Metal = Nazi Reggae") 
Media) abound, which makes reading the inlay a pleasure, 
Lets be honest most of us will know what Shelter are f and the band seem particularly fervent in their support } 
so What they for American Indians and indigenous people, which is 
dto find out cool, It's just I wish the music was slightly more 


talking a chance on for your fill of moshtastic 
metalcore. The layering and song structure on this 
record is the best I've heard from any metalcore band 
in a long while. The packaging displays some really 


boot. Plus bonus marks for the excellent DIY style 
packaging and sleeve notes/song explanations here. 
An all round impressive effort from a band | wasn’t 
really aware of before. but whose acquaintance I’m 
more than glad to be making. I suggest you drop them 
a line for some more info, you'll be glad you did. 
(JG) (CONTACT: Thewires@excite, com or check out 


xadamx.convtherewerewires) 


The Ataris “End is Forever” (Kung Fu) 
)| Very melodic. A bit pop punky. A bit emo. Very 

ying inlo your bottle of cola ‘cos your girlfriends 
dumped you for being a sad loser. That s what the 
lyrics deal with. ‘They've become very popular in a 
short space of time. They were huge ‘in Australia, I 
remember that. | think they're alright. I probably 
wouldn't go out of my way to see "em live but I could 
see myself listening to this album from time to 
time.(Incidentally. | did see bits and pieces of them at 


a ii 
The Lawrence Arms “Apathy and Exhaustion” 
(Fat Wreck) 

Despite having a name that sounds like a dogdy pub, 
The Lawrence Arms are in fact one well polished| 
melodic punk outfit, So a auick switch from Asian 


No Use For A Name “Live In A Dive” (Fat Wr k) 
I'll tell you something , 2 lot of people knock this 
fi band but theres no doubting they sure write some 


unity message, which 1 please tho: 


for example — totally anthemic, and almost a sing) 


. eir peogra 1 f . They have the 
Sa aan rian : along, but still pretty severe. By the time this comes 


kilts, bagpipes, Scottish sounding names and songs 
such as “Nessie” (an ode to the Loch Ness monster) 
and covers of “Flower of Scotland” and more 
worryingly “Donald where's yer Troosers?”. 
However its an enjoyable record all the same and fans 
of the Dropkick Murphys, Flogging Molly and such 
should lap it up like a thirsty dog to a bowl of water. 
(TM) Po Box 192027, San Francisco, CA 94119-| oe 
2027, USA. www. honestdons.com . TransChamps “Double Exposure” (Thrill Jockey) 
fe Superb porno soundtrack music here from the bastard} 
The Redneck Manifesto “ThirtySixStrings” HM collaboration of Trans Am and The Fucking Champs] 
(Greyslate) There's an overall 80's feel to the songs, drawn about 
Quiet, loud, quiet, loud. That's what The Redneck from the guitars of the Champs and the keyboards o 
Manifesto are all about, That and  exccllentfiil the Trans Am. Both bands are huge Thin Li fans| 
musicianship. It’s a great combination but to beMMl and it shows. A compact way to familiarise yoursel 
honest I'd prefer a bit more of the loud, Highlights MMMM with both bands if you're not already brought up to 
from this record for me include an_ incredibly speed on how cool both are (TM) Thrill Jockey, Box 
wonderful noisy piece at the end of “Soundscapes HM 08038, Chicago. IL 60608, USA. 
over Landscapes”, the striking guitar effect on www.thrilljockey.com 
“Speaking of Clowns”, the frantic playing o 
out Puz: and the raising of the volume in a 
Shellac style rock out called “Sweet Pot" There's 
plenty of stop start action too which rules. The boys 
are very much schooled in the DIY ethic, which sees 
them release this on their own label, sell it for less 
than a tenner and design their own covers. It also 
contains no songs off any of the singles they've 
already released which is some going. (TM) 138 
Clonmacnoise Rd, Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland. 
www.redneckmanifesto.com 


polish up their sound, rounding out those harder 
edges of the previous “Ghost Stories” effort. “Ghost 
Stories” incidentally was one the albums | brought 
with me on my trip so naturally | was looking forward 
to hearing this one, Whilst Jawbreaker are the most 
striking influence, they certainly are no rip off as The 
Lawrence Arms contrive to deliver some of the most 
singalong emotional music written in ages.(TM) 


first. Sadly, YUU play sale music now, (1M) 29 East 


lout, I’m sure I'll still be raving about the forthcoming} 4" St, New York, NY 10003, USA. Kraynium, Nu Speak and Cormflakes.(TM) Po Box 
live show, and this album will be glued to my WM www tvtrecords. com 15, Ledbury, HR8 1YG, UK. 
turntable furthermore, One of the albums of the year, | www. blackfishrecords.com 
and I can’ wait to see what comes next, Essential, and) V/A “That Darn Punk” (Kung Fu) E 
possibly the first real classic hardcore album of the The soundtrack to the above named film. Nerf Herder 
21" century. Just buy it damn you! (JG) open with one annoying song. After that you get 
s contributions from Lagwagon, Vandals, Pennywise, 
Ataris, AFI, Rancid, Swingin’ Utters and more. Not 
an essential purchase by any stretch of the 
imagination as most of the songs are available 
elsewhere and hence are not exclusive to. this 
record.If you saw the film (and1 didn’t) and liked the 
ic...well you know the rest. (TM) KungFu, Po 
306!, Seal Beach, CA  90740,USA. 
www. kung furecords.com 


Katka, Co-kxist- and Dogshit Sandwich, [he shit: BigWig. Lows: Useless |.D. In-between-ers: The 
Ataris, Apocalypse Hoboken, Assorted jelly Beans, 
MXPX and Antifreeze. If you're familiar with the 
label but not the bands then these low price samplers 


are always worth chancing for the few pound. (TM) 


V/A “Dirty Dishes” (Honest Don's) 

Label sampler featuring Nerf Herder, Inspection 12, 
Dogpiss, Fabulous Disaster, Limp, The Flipsides, 
Citizen Fish, Real McKenzies, Squirtgun, Bad 
Astronauts, Dance Hall Crashers, Diesel Boy, 
Chixdiggit, Big In Japan, J-Church and Teen Idols. 
Hey, it’s alright. The pop punk kids should love it. 
(TM) Po Box 192027,San Francisco, CA 94119,USA. 
www. honestdons.com 


ay 

WA “Initial Records Punk Rock Sampler” (Ini 
Records) 

Jees, 1 could kill for this record but since it’s selling 
for a ridiculously low price, we'd all be better off it 
we just went out and bought it. Or better still stay 
indoors and order it online as todays fades demand. 
Truly , this is a quite amazing compilation, covering 
todays hardcore, punk and emo scene over 25 tracks 
by 25 different bands, If you've any bit of cop on 
you'll realise names like Botch, BoySetsFire, 
Dillinger Escape Plan, The Get Up Kids and Hot 
Water Music, come hand in hand with brilliance. O 
use that bit of cop on and track this down. You'll be 
hard pushed to find anything better, even for three 
times the price. (TM) 


The Mighty Mighty Bosstones “Awfully Quie 
(Moon Ska) ; 
Bringing together a couple of tracks from “Devils 
Night Out”, a couple of tracks from “More Noise and 
Other Disturbances”, and a couple of cover versions 
namely Acrosmith’s “Sweet — Emotion” and 
Metallica’s “Enter Sandman”, Moon Ska have 
packaged up a release for the new fan of the 
Bosstones. There’s really no point reviewing the 
music on here as its old material and people familiar 
with the Bosstones (and you should be shot if you've 
never heard them...) will have heard it somewhere 
down the line. Personally I'm happy to get this 
release on cd-as the taped versions of all these songs 
are wearing out. (TM) www.moonskacurope.com 


V/A “Give ‘Em The Boot 3” (Hellcat) 
Another instalment of this great series bringing the 
best bands (and some dodgy ones) from the Hellcat 
and Epitaph labels together. I"m sure you can guess 
what bands figure going by volumes one and two, the 
lonly surprise here being the inclusion of two bonus 
videos to play in your computer. Those videos being 
Spicy McHaggis Jig’ by Dropkick Murphys and 
“Cupid Victim” by Tiger Amy. Right up your alley 
that rang a bell, The biggest kick I got from all 24 Hf povemor, if you've liked the last efforts. (TM) P.O. 


tracks was hearing some really cool raw Japanese HMBox 10574,1001 EN Amsterdam, Netherlands 
metalcore. Instead of going for big beefy riffs all the Hig = 


bands concemed opt for a noisy in yer face racket as 
the vehicle to carry the anger. (Anger is;  bably an 
understatement as these boys sound well pissed off). 


V/A “A Call For Unity - Hardcore Worldwide 
Part 3” (Back Ta Basics) 

A very solid compilation showcasing some lesser 
known American and Japanese bands alongside some 
of the “big” names of European metalcore such as 
Stampin’ Ground, Born From Pain, Knuckledust, 
Length of Time and Liar. Of the other bands on show 
Ta Life and Comin’ Correct where the only names 


TSOL “Disappear” (Nitro) : 
They may be donkeys years old but TSOL can still 


punk it up with the best of them, The original line up 
reforms to record some fast, raw, but more 
importantly some straight to the fuckin point tunes, 
The ten second guitar solos are great fun. Best song) 
on here falls to the speedy “Wasted”. Hell, there's 
even some trumpet solos scattered about Overall it’s 
a 80's sound but it sure beats the fuck out of some of] 
the stuff that’s around today, Oddly cnough the bio! 
claims they're the creators of goth punk. Are they? 


V/A “Cheap Shots and Low Blows” (TKO) 

1 lik a lot when labels put out a complete cd 
compilation of all their previous singles, I find it very 
handy. Take this one for instance, titled “Cheap Shots 
and Low Blows” it rounds up all TKO’s singles and 
ep’s from ‘97/798 (a total of nine) and puts them 
together on one fairly tough streetpunk collection. 
While my faves would be One Man Army and 


The Nation Blue "Descend” 
From Melbourne , Australia, but originally from 
Tasmania, this three piece kick up a storm drawing 
elements from Helmet, Unsane, Fugazi, Jawbox and 
Al The Drive In. They’re overly noisy but at the same 
time they're in complete control of their instruments, 


i nee Dropkick Murphys - a furck that... there really isn’t a 
Res 5 ei ake ‘ Tal Pi 2 All that aside, an old favourite wins best track hands be pny y 

swinging # feedback sees ro hes inva. tai The White Octave “Menergy” (Initial) (TM) www.nitrorecords com down when the metaltastic Stampin’ Ground serve up pelea oh Anis) esi youeellaicoupleol Gmacks!apiece 

back jazz. affair and back (o the rock again with by Blending post hardcore, indie rock and a bouncy from Workin’ Stiffs, ‘The forgotten, Templars, Anti- 


the fierce “Pain Is Weakness...” Well worth the price 

for the Japanese bands alone. (TM) BTB c/o Rick 

Healy, 79 3" Ave, 2"! Floor, Paterson, NJ 07514, 
USA. Ricktalife2000@cs.com 


effort but with maximum effect. The packaging is 
minimalist — very art rock in design, Overall it’s a 
very polished effort for a self released cd. There’s a 
full length out now, which I'm trying to track down. 
(TM) 


Undeclineable “Sound City Burning” (Epi 

Jees are Epitaph releasing some utter shite these days 
or what, Undeclineable join a long list of average 
bands being picked up and released for god knows 
what reason. For fucks sake the singer sounds like yer 
man from stadium rockers Bush. “LAPD” is the 
cheesiest song I've ever heard, Hopefully the band 
were taking the piss when they wrote the following 
line: “LAPD, why are they always afier me?” No 
wonder people call Epitaph sellouts when they release 


crunch, The White Octave produce an entertaining 
selection of songs. If you've liked recent visitors to 
our shores such as Robocop Kraus and Che: 
then you'll dig what this Bob Weston (of 
fame) produced album offers. The songs ebb and flow 
from breathing space instrumental sections to the full 
on in your face rock outs. At times they remind me 
off a cross between the aforementioned Shellac and 
At The Drive In. Mr. Weston even gets to ley a 

umpet which could encourage some of ye to buy it a rel 
i ‘hat alone. A nice Beers i the letterbox. (TM) shit like this. Can it get any worse? (TM) Epi 
Po Box 17131, Louisville, KY 40217, USA. Records, P.O. Box 105741001 EN Amsterdam, 
www. initialrecords.com Netherlands 


Heros, Lower Class brats, The Bodies, Dead End 
Cruisers, The Randumbs and The Truents. Jees, it’s a 
strectpunkers wet dream come through really ain't it? 
Fair fucks to TKO, they really release good stuff. 
(TM) TKO, 4104 24" St., #103 San Francisco, CA , 
94114,USA. www.tkorecords.com 


V/A “Punkzilla” 0) 

Compilation cd from Nitro Records bands, both old 
and new. The added bonus being you get 2 cd-rom 
videos to enjoy courtesy of AF land Bodyjar, with the 
latters video being a highly amusing piss take of 24vaxplpunk &smcial from the irish under pro und) 
Popstars, Elsewhere tracks by AFI (a whole 3) and V/A “Intoxicated” (Toxic Records) ai 

Ensign (a solitary 1) prove to be the most entertaining MJ Let's first start by congratulating John Toxic and fan 
with new signings Rufio, Orginal Sinners and Divit (Mj Lawless for putting such a brilliant compilation of 
also featuring. Overall a good collection, and serves MM trish underground together in such a short space of 
the purpose of these comps which is to showcase fi time. It mustn’t have been easy. But the lads have 
what a label has to offer and maybe get some new fi outshone themselves and there truly is some great 
fans on board, (TM) www. nitrorecords.com bands and tracks on here. The ferocious Dagda are 
one such band, as are the equally ferocious Cold War 
and Abaddon Incamate, The punk flag of hate gets an 
airing from top notch songs from the likes of Runnin’ 
Riot, The Steam Pig, Stomach, Sir Killalot and 
Nerdlinger amongst others. Irish metal takes its long 
overdue stand with the nasty evil sounds of Kingdom, 
Geasa and Corrupted. Some of the new crop of Irish 
bands like Half Mast, Brutal, The Mo7’s, Blood Red 
Dolls and B-Sharps also get their chance and grab it 
with both hands, The artwork from the brush strokes 
of Boz is typically humorous, while cach band gets a 
section in the inlay booklet. At 24 bands/tracks for 
about a Leaner, they're virtually giving this away! Go 
get immediately. (TM) www. hardcore- 
times.comtoxic / toxicpromo@yahoo,com 


The Nerve Agents “The Butterfly Collection” 
(Helleat) 

To be honest I’ve a soft spat for The Nerve Agents, 
so a favourable review was always on the cards as 1 
slipped the cd in. And, boom “The Poisoning” races 
from the traps, on fire, in classic Nerve Agents mode. 
Despite it’s simplicity, it’s possibly one of my 
favourite songs by the band. If Sick of it All, Black 
Flag and The Misfits sounds like a good concoction 
to you, then like me, these buckos are for you pal! 
(TM) 


Whitmore “260” (Moon Ska) 
Moon Ska, as the name suggests are synonymous 
with bringing you Ska music from around the globe. 
These two studio tracks and two live tracks from 
youngsters Whitmore mix ska with Blink 182. style 
pop, It’s competent but I've heard it all a dozen times 
before and heard it played much better even. (1M) 
www.moonskaeurope,com 


The Workin’ Stiffs “Dog Tired and Then Some” nderule "Misfortune Comes by Means of the 
(TKO) ; fouth” (Blackfish) ; 

Fairly good Oi punk on offer here in a collection of Man, this is heavy. At volume 10 it’s likely to blow | 
various WS releases. I think they're pretty popular in our head clean off! Taking a leaf from the books of 
their scene, which stems from their aggressive yet AN Out War, Stampin’ Ground and death metal, 
catchy anthemic songs no doubt. It’s typically TKO Misfortune...” is a punishing affair, all pounding 
fair, so if you're a fan of that stuff this will be right up drums, chugging lick-tastic guitars and over the top 
hyour back passage. .. mean alley, They cover Sham’s deathly growls and screams. Make no mistake about 
“Borstal Breakout” - a competent version but ain't it — the term metalcore was written for bands like 
half as good as Sick Of It All's version. Thumbs up Underule. On a downside it borrows heavily’ from 
for the Functioning Hard-Ons, Incidentally the inlay Stampin’ Ground, something a few of the UK's new 
states that they played with Papa Roach back in “96 breed can be accused of The production of Dave 
and At The Drive In in “97 which seems quite odd. Chang also adds to this I feel and the band shoot 
(TM) themselves in the foot a little by getting his sound 
which for all intents and purposes first came to light 
on SG’s amazing last record. That said, as much as 
Underule shoot themselves in the foot, they bounce 
back with some wonderful pieces. such as the 
interlude on “With Dragon Spirit”, which could have 
com straight from a Quicksand record, For their next 
recording , or new songs. it would be great to seewthe 
lads listen to some diverse stuff and try and write it 
Tragedy: “s/t” (Partners in Crime/Tragedy into their current style. As metalcore gocs i haven't 
records) heard much better than this but it’s nothi ingly 
Okay, this is my second attempt at reviewing this original. It can be however, depending on which path 
album. At first I thought it was good, but secing as in} they decide to follow, The artwork is off the highest 
two days time I’m gonna be up front rocking out to order. (TM) Po Box 15, Ledbury, HR8 1YG, UK. bein b D 
this mob in Dublin, I've been listening to it a lot in} www.blackfishrecords.com Murphys, The Bruisers, The Forgotten, Terminus 
the past couple days. It’s finally hit me that this i ; 5 it, The Righteous and may many more : ya 3 
indeed not a good album, but a grear album. 3/4 ot Vision of Disorder “From Bliss to Devastation” 2 : : - no ue Us a crash course in either TKO Records 
the incredible HIS HERO IS GONE here, and (TVT) ; catalogue or streeipunk 1 Oi! this eallection 
repeated listens have proved that this is equally as It seems these days VOD are a lot happier in the Bes Se | really enjoyed this one (TM) TKO, 4104 
good as that most sacred of all bands. Picking up the world of metal than the NYHC scene where they ‘ \, #103 San Francisco, CA 94114,USA. 
HIG is sound, but slowing it down slightly and served their apprenticeship a few years ago. ivanw:thoreeondscom 

throwing a more melodic spin on things, TRAGEDY Influences now lic in Alice In Chains, White Zombie D n onfli 

are a great band in their own right. This is very heavy, JM and Kyuss. [ mean the records okay on a whole and songs to begin with with that in mid, Vm best off 
oppressively so in some places, but it’s just so much I’ve played it a few times for some fresh air, but T telling you what bands caught my eye and what ones 
catchier than HHIG, a lot more immediate in some MM can't help harking back to the crazy chaotic stank like shit on this 28 track cd. The good: 
B wavs too. Take a song like “The Intolerable weight” rumblings of the band when they arrived on the scene Freebase, Aus Rotten, Four Letter Word, Medulla 


Zeke “Death Alley” (Aces and Eights) 
Ha ha, you've got to admire Zeke's balls out no 
nonsense punk rock’n’roll alright. Even though it 
borders on the “‘let’s play 80's rock songs as if we 
were Motorhead” side of things, there’s so much fuck 
you attitude on this record, the cd itself looks like it 
could attack you. This band piss fun andevil all over 
the songs most of which don’ veer over the magic 
two minute mark. It’s all over before you can say 
“whod'yanickabollicoff and you'll be reaching for 
the repeat play button,. just like | was, Highlight for 
me (and there were many) must be the guitar solos 
which summon up visions of knife wielding madman 
hanging around shower curtains. To force my hand, 
I'd pick “Live Wire’ and “On the Run™ as my faves. 
Rocking on and keeping music evil is the Zeke wa 
(TM) www. aces-eights.com 


V/A “In Unison” (Sentinel) 
Double ed collection of Irish metal bands with most 
of the bands playing either death or trad, metal. Discl 
features Kingdom, Arcane Sun, Desolate, Mourning 
Beloveth, Morphosis, Waylander, Abaddon Incamate, 
Macl Mordha and Hexxed while disc 2 features 
Cruachan, Scald, Geasa, Primal Dawn, Karnayna, 
Moonfog, Primordial, Mephitis, Inhumane and Lunar 
Gate. The cover is a blast... lots of photos of the metal 
posse at gigs, festivals, at home drinking tea,,. do 
metallers drink tea? The photo of someone getting 
their arse hovered was pretty funny. Overall a very 
professional release and an essential purchase if 
you're into a bit of heavy kettle. (TM) 


The Peepshows “Today We Kill...Tomorrow We 
Die” (Burning Heart) 

Can't say I’m overly knowledgeable with The 
Peepshows and can’t say I ever will be. Sure there’s 
some nice touches in their Rocket from the Crypt 
mects AC/DC inspired rock out but nothing 
outstanding at the same time to lift me off my feet 
and glue me to the stereo. Track 8 “Never Say No” 
borrows heavily from Iron Maidens “The Trooper”. 
the main thing I took from this record, (TM) 
Buming Heart, Box 441, 70148 Orebro, Sweden. 
www. burningheart.com 


Tilt “Been Where?, Did What” (Fat Wreck) 
Never been much of a Tilt fan so its very hard for me 
to get excited about a collection of demos, covers and 
out-takes. If you're a fan it’s a must for your 
collection. Me, 1 like the cover. Very punky and old 
school, (TM) 


The Turbo AC's “Fuel for Life” (Nitro) 
For the most part. this New York three piece play 
greasy punk influenced rock'n'roll, maybe like a 
slowed down version of Zeke or something. On the 
other hand they throw in all these bizarre parts like 
surf guitar and dark goth rock that kinda put them out 
there on their own, To be honest with you | couldn’t 
really get into it but that’s not to say it’s a bad record 
~ the mix of style didn’t do it for me. Roger Miret 
produces but there ain't a sniff of hardcore here, Take 
a chance on it, if a mix of Dick Dale, 
Misfits,Supersukers and Motorhead sounds like your 
bag of gluc. (TM) Nitro, 16-24 Brewery Rd., London, 
N79NH,UK. 


V/A Decons 
Records) 

Dunno if I'd buy this comp. Having most of the songs 
Bon cd already, but it’s a strong line up all the same. 
h Tre by Pennywise. Avail, Sick of it All. 
Snapease. NOFX.H20.Snulf. BoySetsFire and The 
Bouncing Souls are alw going to add up to some 
Hrockin’ action, The other bands are fairly tame in 
comparison. A good comp. For instant access to the 
Wreck scene. (TM) 


ction - The Compilation (Destiny V/A “Punch Drunk 2” (TKO) 

Not sure how much this sells for but with 25 tracks 
present you know you're on a winner, especially if 
streetpunk and Oi! are your tipple. Upon scouring the 
tracklisting it was great to see our own Runnin” Riot 
in there amongst the cream of American talent, Of 
course the Belfast boys hold their own admirably 
despite being surrounded by the likes of Dropkick 


Zen Guerrilla “Shadows on the Sun” (Sub Pop) 
Dirty sleazy punk rock. That's what the Zen Guerrilla 
are all about, always have been and no doubt always 
will be. You won't get any intricate technical stuff] 
here, as the *Zen* start off where MCS left off and 
play it like they never heard of the 80's or 90°s. This 
His music to be played in a sweaty beer filled room 
Where you can see the sweat dripping off the band 
mere inches in front of you. The whole album has a 
bluesy rock feel to it that must come off killer live 
(DS) Sub Pop Records, Po Box 20645, Seattle, WA 
98102, USA. 


— An 
International Tribute to Conflict” (Blackfish) 

I'm probably the last person who should be reviewing 
this as I’m not overly familiar with Conflict and their 


The Real McKenzies “Loch’d & Loaded” (Honest 
Don’s) - 

First we get the Dropkick Murphys , Boston natives 
singing the praises of Ircland. Now, we get the Real 
McKenzies ; natives of Vancouver, Canada singing 
the pra of Scotland. Whatever next? The 
McKenzies take the Dropkicks approach and adapt it 


WA “The Gone With The Wind of 
Samplers” (Kung Fu) 

With 19 tracks and 9 bands all from the Kung Fu 
stable you can smell the SoCal pop-punk before you 
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A: One problem I would describe it as, is people find it very hard to hand 
over a few quid at the door of the High Stool. It?s a really good venue to 
see most of the heavier gigs. We've got to pay the bands, We don’t get 
enough money as it is, so a couple of quid isn’t a whole lot when there’s 
value for money. Sure, there's free gigs up there, but if we have an 
international band coming through — like recently we've had bands from 
Hungary and The States — the Darkest Hour (US), Dawncore (Hungary), 
Stand Up Guy and Spindrift (both Northern Ireland) Cost just £3 - for 4 
bands! Even the most expensive gig we had up there was Trans Am/The 
Bucking Champs (£4) and I think everyone who was at that gig would say 
that that gig was phenomenal! 

M: That topped a bestgig poll we ran on the AMC website. 

UFC; Yeah...but thething that annoys me is that there were people at 
that who had\a great time but you’ll probably never see them at an 
AMC gig again... 

A: That's true, but my story ofthe night was a couple of metaller geezers 
were sitting down and when they saw the keyboards they were like “Jes, 
we're going to get out of here”. ButT said “lads. ..trust me! You'll enjoy 
the Fucking Champs’. Anyway I was doing the door, and I could see them 
sitting at their table, Next I heard the first riffand then I saw the boys 
going from Lifting the head, to leaning up asmall bit, then standing up and 
finally soaking itall up and loving it. But they actually didn’t pay in which 
brings us back to what we talked about earlier. 

UFC: Yeah but they did all dash out to a cash machine and buy loads 
of Fucking Champs merchandise! 

A: Byen though it wasa great gig, unfortunately it wasa Sunday night and 
there wasn't a huge crowd so we didn’t get to pay the bands as much as 
we wanted to. We actually took money froma gig on the Saturday night 
that we made a small couple of quid on to help us out. But that's where 
we're losing out, keeping the price down. We basically pay out 90% of 
money taken on the door. 

M: Our message to the outside world is: we’re not fuckin’ promoters, 
we're just kids helping out bands to come to our town. We’re not 
interested in making money out ofit. We keep the price down hoping that 
the bands will get to perform to larger crowds. Most of the bands we put 
on aren't rock stars...they’re not...ahem. ..Breed.77...ahem,.. That’s the 
idea but I don’t think most people are fully tunéd into that yet. Even some 
of the underage shows... which may sadly be RIP after last Friday... 

UFC; Why, what happened last Friday? 

Mi: Basically an all’ages show was happening in the Boat Club and some 
concemed mother rang up during the day. But anyway, the 3 local bands 
set up that evening, 70 kids showed up and the phone call ruins it all. The 
mother who rang up was saying she didn’t want her son/daughter getting 
in there where there wes a bar. The Boat Club decided the gig was to be 
over 18’s so not to cause any trouble. Anyway someone decided to throw 
a beer keg into the river venting their frustration and fuckin everything 
up... 

Az), let the parents findsomething for their kids to do in future.., 

M: Well they’te going to be under a bridge drinking instead now, talking 
about Limp Bizkit! 

Az Yeah well done Mum! But it must also be said that we have to give the 
ultimate thanks to Audrey and the Boat Club. Over the last year she has 
been: amazing. 

M: Yeah, we should present her with asct of AMC steak knives! 

M: She'really did try and facilitate that gig Friday. She had to have it over 
187s. That’s all she could do. She is willing to have all ages shows on 
Sundays with a mireral only bar. She’s tops. There’s been times when the 
turnout hasn’t’ been too good and she’s taken it easy on us, 

Mz | think underage: bands should seriously take up that offer. The whole 
American scene is famous for its Sunday afternoon gigs. The AMC would 
be happy to lend our resources, 

UFC: I guess the next thing to talk about are the venues, and 
experiences you’ ve had with each one, 

A: No terrible experiences really... 

M: We did loose the Savoy... 

Az Yeah I used to work there so we used to get a good little deal — well I 
used to get the place for nothing, pay security Which wasn’t a whole lot 
since I did security as well, We did‘ Raging. Speedhom up there to a good 
crowd and it was pretty fuckin’ cool, However for the press they received, 
the: turnout could have been ‘better again which brings us back to 
wondering what Kids here wanna see. Like I can guarantee the next time 
you get the chante. to sce) Raging Speedhom, it'll cost £16 or £18 in 
Dublin, They played here on your doorstep for £3!! 

M: The other venues are the Boat Club, The Globe, The High Stool, 
sometimes Dolan’s, Tim’s bar and Preachers for the quieter gigs. The 


venues usually have to be paid but sometimes they help us out which is 
greatly appreciated. 
A: Greg in the High Stool’s been very supportive. It’s a mutual thing as he’s 
really got good value for money too. 

Mz I did a search on the internet the other day for the High Stool on Goggle 
and I got all these fuckin’ mad things on Declan Nernie (??), Trans Am and 
lots of other little underground sites. So he might not be aware of it but our 
efforts have put the place on the map: 
As It?s mutual and that's what its all about. 

M: The Noizefest wouldn’t haye happened without the High Stool. That was 
a cool 2 days of rock n roll for Limerick locals who were around and didn’t 
happen to go to Witness, The bands that came and played thought Limerick 
was cool and said they would come back again. 

UFC: Anything else you'd like to add about the venues? 

Az Dolans we don’t use so much as you need a banker for there, And there’s 
no such thing, 

MI think that’s down to people in Limerick being happy to go to their 80’s 
nights and such. 

URC: Okay so you might want to avoid this one, but how are the AMC’s 
finances ‘cos I know the long term goal has always been to try and buy 
your own PA? 

M: We’re awful suckers in that if the moneys there we give it to the bands, 
Albert will tell:you I’m usually the bastard on the night, 

Az I?m the fair one, He’s the dodgy one. I’m the guy with the £££ in my 
hand and I’m like “nah, we'll take a hit on this one”. If I’mat every gig we'd 
be getting hit from here to Ajax(?)! 

Mz Ifyou pay a band nearly £200 and hang out with them, you kind of like 
to make it more. Sean’s kindness isn’t going to last forever, and we might 
lose the PA. So we need to save up..oh wait.,i know this zine gets around a 
bit so if theres some fuckin’ rich bastard out there with a PA just sitting 
around unused and if you want to help a “heart in the right place” music 
collective, don’t hesitate to hand it over. But anyway that’s the idea,..to try 
and hang onto cash and secure a PA. 

A: We've had a good. run and money was put away but we’ ye had to dip into 
it, Like the Trans Am gig, we lost money from it there. We still have money 
put away but its not even close.to covering the cost of a PA. It's three 
figures, 

UFC: So anymore postering fines? 

M: The story with the fines is one day Limerick Corporation decided to 
appoint a new officer whos job was to go around cleaning up the city, The 
way we found out was through 4 fines for 4 different posters that were in 
areas that are used to getting postered. However we found out the hard way. 
I subsequently went down and had a meaningful discussion with said new 
officer guy and explained that he wasn’t fining the venues, he was fining us 
(the Amc), At £200 for 4 fines it was a lot of money so I asked if he could 
look at itleniently at all. The latest on itis.,.no they’re not going to look at it 
leniently at all. Our value as a cultural addition to this town ain’t pulling any 
strings or whatever with the pen pushers at City Hall. 

Az I’ve seen quite alot of Socialist party posters hanging off every fuckin’ 
pole up and down the land... 

UEC: ...and fuckin’ pubs and venues here in Limerick are posting 
where they fuckin’ feel like. 

M: It would be worth asking did he hand out the same fines to them? 

A: ...ah he didn’t... 

Mz: Well, that’s for him to do his job right, but ah now we know he exists. 
T’mand environmentalist so its not in my best interest to ago around littering 


the place; 


UFC:...and sure you're being careful now,..using No.1 O’Connell Grill ” 


and the like! Anyway, whats been the best AMC gigs or moments for 
you? 

A: The best experience I*ve had this year was the Shiner/Aina gig. 

M: Yeah, my support slot rocked! 

A: Well getting back to reality...Shiner I really enjoyed and Aina, who I 
thought were class... 

UFC: ., that’s cos you're a big Jawbox fan 

A: Yeah, totally, At the end of that show, they told me they had no show the 
following night and could I organise something. So | ran the lads‘in) Cork 
and’Galway but neither could do it. So | asked Greg (High Stool) could they 
play again the following ‘night. He asked me how we could do it and J 
suggested £1 on-the door and that we'd sort the sound guy out. The bands 
Were happy with that, The next day was my. day off- but you wouldn’t have 
though so =as'l went down to the Art College and made up posters with the 
help of Aniy — thanks Amy!. It was actually £2 a pint night in the/High, Stool 
as well. So 1 put the posters up around town and changed all the ones already 


up: 


Mz As luck would have it... The Limerick Leader guy tnehardete ally ot the 
night wrong saying the gig was on the Wednesday night instead of the first gig 
which was Tuesday night, <4 
A; He also gave Shiner salbum a brilliant review and suid to wander up to the High, 
spol {See "em, So ittumed out that areally good crowd was up there — maybe 150 
Or So! oh 
UFC; Puck, thats way than the first night? i wie 
A: Yeall, [guess the £2 a/pint helped alot. There was actually people walking a 
when they saw they had ta pay £1. until | mentioned the mathematics of paying 
£1 in andl getting £2 pints all night as opposed to heading elsewhere and paying 
£2.65 a pint all night. Well done to those people who did walk avay! So the bands 
sold some more records and were fuckin’ chutted. Really it allladds np to making 
Limerick aplace on the map for bands to play, 
M: My best gigs..-well my best moment and I know its all Suppose to be 
underground andino-ones rock stars and alli that, but shaking Robbins hand had me 
allover the place: Td) seen Jawbox in America in °94 and here was J playing a gig in 
Limerick which | helped organise. So that was really cool. Other memorable stuff 
was Marco from Avocado Booking who brought over Darkest Hour and Dawncore 
stayed out in my house and we stayed up having a few beers and they gave me 
invaliable information like “citrus fruit makes your cum taste better” and stuff like 
that! Also Marco was in Genoa, so we had a chat about that which was cool, 
Similarly Catharsis we they played, I had a good chat with them about Genoa, 
Raging Speedhom. [ think were amazing. They were so fuckin’ loud-J felt they 
should have been headlining Reading or something. The Redneck Manifesto, every 
time they came down... ( 
A: Another moment for me was heading to Cork to see The Lapse and then getting 
asked by them to put a gig on in Limerick the next night. I drunkenly agreed and 
rang, all the lads in Lirnerick... - 
M: I got home from a night of leisure to hear Albert on the answering machine 
oe oa the Lapse were going to play and to make up some flyers. 
AYOne of the lads jokingly said “Jesus, most people come back after a gig with « -shirts, in’ Fe 
Gein slherieace Seat Re aay hac? afiera gig with cds and t-shirts, Albert brought the fuckin’ band!”’, 
Mi: Yep... its pretty hard to remember ital. Ithink the Chicago bands have been a different vein altogether amongst all the other genres. | think 90 
Day Men, Owls, The Handsomes, Chris Mills, Sweep...I dunno I've read some stuff on the net saying that Chicago band are up thei wn arses t 
they all kicked ass, Forme the Owls pushed back new boundaries, : caaimaiiaiel 
AT enjoyed Billy Mahonie ‘cos we got this huge list from Southern saying they wanted their slippers ¢ egrees Fahrenhei a is shit 
Seriously they had’ all this “wattage per area” kind ofibullshit. So we arrived aay ready to be ‘ont iy def pele ca adie ic ie ener 
the Stuff. And all they looked for Was Where they could get some dope and some food. They turned out to be lovely. ‘ : 
M: Talking aboutthat Kind of stuffa bitmore...most bands usually don’t have a problem with our PA. Its only a vocal PA so it can’t take much shit 
through’ it Most bands are Cool with that. Although Breed 777s manager wasn’t ~ he was like “is that the PA?, is itjust a vocal PA?, and you’ 
fucking monitors? Are you fucking joking me?” type shit. le - i oper 
ose: Sowhat can you offer bands...sell the AMC! 

= No bullshit anyway. They ll be fed very nicely. We’! 5 a decent show and get kids to come vn. The kids wi it. If 
te Sen’ eg eBay oa ec ey Baik on ici" a decent show and get kids to come down. The kids will knw about it. If 
1; Most of the bands we've put on people hayen’t heard of before and its gone well. Some e bands we’ ve 5 
coverage haven't gone down as well as expected. Bands looking for guarantees Aan aie ae hia we've pat on, elas (oe 

ie Grea ths Bena ie _. UFC: Sosto finish what would be 

your ideal AMC gig linetp? 
A: Dani¢l Johnson, Go ‘Betweens, 
Trans Champs, Minor Threat — that’s 
you tiken’ care Of Treyor — Husker 
Du., shit T can’bthink like that in five 
minutes... ; 
M: “Londén)~ Symphotiela (2), 
Dinosaur Jr, Slint, just ta balance 
thitgs Out get Anbapuma in as well 
and Stephen Ryan 
(GiveAManA Kick). 
As Vdijust like to thank all ihe guys 
in Dublin who help us out like Hag, 
Richie, Joss The Kids... 
M: ...Paul Clege. Cormy, Decimate, 
Medulla Nocté, Gree and The High 
Stool, Audrey and the Boat Club, all 
the other venues we use, 
Dangerhields, Spinditi, Stud Up 
Guy and! ali the Limerick bands: 
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like anything else out there now. We just play what we'd want to hear from a 
band. 


Getting back to the demo, it has an unbelievable rawness (even the 
photocopied cover adds to this!) something slightly forgotten about in 
todays more technical world, its gonna be pressed onto 7 inch by Denied A 
Custom in Japan. Will it be left untouched and sound as raw? 


We never got around to sending it over to Yoshi (from Denied A Custom) to 
press it but we will eventually. Putting out a demo was a big deal for us. We 
could have easily done what most ex-members of bands do and put out a full 
length CD two months after forming but to us that was bullshit. To us, it was 
always a demo, play some shows, do a7 inch and then do a tour, then an 
album... and so on. Nowadays its do a demo and leave on a 7 week European 
tourthe following week. Putting out a demo to us was what was necessary. Do 
ademo, thena 7 inch, then a full length, that’s the cycle we always knew. I'm 
kind of mad I never got around to sending Yoshi the stuff because now we've 
gota full length record coming out and we skipped a step in the process. We 
went from demo to album. I’m still trying to justify that. We just leaned things 
acertain way and I think that’s how it should be done. Today a band thats been 
around for 4 days has a CD out, or a CDR demo, whatever happened to 
cassette demos!!! That’s what we grew up with, There were no CD bumers 
yet. We're old. Cassette demos and print zines are a lost art, 


You seem to very regularly 
update the website yourself, 
another branch to your typical 
diy approach no doubt but its 
notvery common among other 
bands who get somcone clse to 
update. Are you computer gecks 
or just fascinated by the power 
of the Internet as a 
communication tool? I suppose 
the benefit is all the band and 
related news comes straight 
from the horses mouth if you 
like? 


Wejust live by if you want it done 
right, do it yourself, We just 
leamed how to do it and we 
update it ourselves. Rachel and | 
created the whole site. 1 think 
websites are definitely crucial. 
Emails too. 1am not that old 
fashioned, I don’t live in a shack 
in the woods but the internet has 
its downfalls, Email makes people 
less social and kills your real life 
conversation skills, I hate talking 
on the phone now thanks to email. 
But thanks to email I can keep in 
touch with people all over the 
world. The internet has definitely 
made the hardcore world a lot 
smaller because there so much 
connection. Its great. There are so 
many people! keep in touch with 
over email, Idon’t even know 
their phone numbers. 


Just another thing, for a band 

still in it’s early stages you've a decent lot of merchandise available? so 
who designs the shirts and how do you manage to keep the prices so 
cheap? 


This is another thing that we do because its what we learned. I don’t want to go 
to ashow and pay $15 for a fucking t-shirt. Shirts should be $7-$10 We've 
been screening our shirts for years. Why not? Do it yourself and make it 
cheaper for kids, instead of having some company do it, rip you offand then 
you're stuck with 4 dozen t-shirts that you have to sell for $15 each to make 
your money back. We do all that ourselves, shirts, patches... the whole deal. 
Wetry to make stuff that we'd like to see. Designs that we are into and prices 
that we would be cool with paying. We're not looking to make money off 
hardcore, Merchandise has become such a huge thing in 

hardcore now and we try to stay modest with it. I feel so embarrassed for bands 
who set up and have like 16 different shirt designs and all this other 
memorabilia, We usually only make t-shirts and sweatshirts. We don’t get into 
keychains and boomerangs and doggie sweaters, 


There seems to be a steady flow of new bands in the States, and being a 
new band yourself do you ever feel the scene isin danger of suffocation for 
instance lots of bands but no real quality of difference between them? 
Have you heard many bands lately that you feel are adding to the scene 
and doing something slightly 

different? 


There’s a lot of bands doing some unique stuff which is very cool. Its nice to 
have some new stuff and not just up-and-coming clones. I don't know ifits as 
strong, as it was a few years ago but its getting there. The scene always goes 
through cycles like this and I see it getting stronger. [think we lost alot of 
blood with the mass exodus and falling out over the past year or two, we need 
some new faces to replace all the grey hairs who left the scene in search of 
suits, ties and happy hours. I think the scene is doing OK now. Being involved 
in it for a while it feels dead at times because | remember in the mid 90's when 
hardcore was unbelievably huge, so think I’m a little bit jaded. I'm sure to 
most kids, hardcore is alive and more than well right now. [ think the main 
thing is the story I always tell, more bands need to concern themselves with 
just starting a band and not paying attention to whats popular. Its easy to 
emulate whats popular but thats why we've got 24 Hatebreeds running, around, 
we only need one. back in the day in the 70°s UK punk scene, people saw the 
Sex Pistols and said fuck, they suck, I can do that and they went home started 
bands of their own. But they came back and formed bandslike Siouxsie and 
The Banshees, The Jam, Joy Division, The 
Clash..... they didn’t form Sex Pistols 
clone bands just because they were popular 
at the time. 


Okay, | had intended to do an Indecision 
interview for the zine but sadly you 
broke up before I had the chance, soif 
its alright with you I'll ask you a few 
questions now, starting with the fact 
you're playing Indecision songs in the 
MPB liveset? What ones? Do you take 
requests and will youcontinue to play 
them even when MPB havea [ull set of 
their own material which I'm sure 
you're very close to having now or have 
already? 


When we first started playing we did 
Indecision songs because we had to, we 
didn’t have enough new MPB stuff to fill 
the set. So we did Indecision songs and 
Killing Time covers for the first few 
shows, But I think we'll always do one or 
two Indecision songs in our sct, because 
they're fun to play and we wrote them so 
why not. I can’tsee usever not doing 
“Hallowed Be Thy Name” simply because 
it means so much to us, But for the most 
part, we'll be playing Most Precious Blood 
songs. There's a reason we changed the 
name and were writing new music. But no 
requests please. Every show someone yells 
out “Believe” and we haven"t played that 
song in 3 years now. 


Most commonly Indecision were 
compared to Black Flag, mainly duc to 
the whole attitude and approach to 
touring and recording/releasing records 
I guess you couldn’t have wished fora better comparison being a big 
Black Flag fan yourself? 


It was the biggest compliment in the world but we went through fucking hell 
for people to make that comparison, We were really working ourselves to 
death, | can’t say how hard it was for those guys but! know the stories and | 
would never put us in the same category as legends like that but we definitely 
worked hard at it. Black Flag remains one of my favourite bands so to even be 
remembered by | person as akin to Black Flag would be unreal to me. 


What would be you favourite Black Flag item and story and what do ya 
think of Rollins today? You know the whole spoken word thing he does 
could you see yourself doing that or even getting into the movies? 


Rollins spoken word stuff is great, I’ve scen hima bunch of times and have a 
handful of his spoken records. I can relate to a lot of his stories because we've 
been to a lot of the same places and had the same band experiences. If you've 
ever travelled with a band you can really relate to his stories. I'd say Black 
Flags “The First Four Years” is one of the most intense collections of songs 
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takes the concepts seriously anymore, and for all we know that’s part of the 
plotto dilute the reality of it to keep people in the dark thinking its all fairy 
tales. I mean a show like X-Files for instance, would not have existed years 
ago. The government allows that to happen. They keep the shows Hollywood 
enough so people would never relate to it as a real story. There have be so 
many movies about stuff like it, just because Hollywood knows that people are 
intrigued by it. | was reading a lot of books at the time we were doing the 
record and I thought it would be cool to share this with everyone else so we 
attached it to the record. It was great though. We had 7 page interviews in 
Metal Maniacs and 5 
pages was about 
conspiracy theories, and 
that was awesome. | just 
wish a band that was big 
enough to bein Rolling 
Stone or something would 
open their eyes to itand 
used their fame to express 
something important. If 
youare at allinterested in 
it, pick up a book called 
“Behold A Pale Horse” by 
William Cooper, that is 
the holy grail of 
conspiracy books. Its 
amazing and scary 


So did any of the 
organizations you 
pointed the finger at get 
in touch with you to 
question your writings 
and asking you to prove 
yourself? 


No, thankfully no one cut 
my brake lines or 
anything. Not yet at least. 
Maybe if we were some 
huge band, I'm sure we 
would've been stifled, 


Is Justin MPB any different from Justin Indecision? 


Justin MPB just has better guitars. 


In “Carry the Lantern High” you address how our fathers and families 
are our true creators as opposed to gods and religion; do you condemn 
religion as a whole or condemn the way people obsess over it? And maybe 
are blinded by it? Do you not see how people can find a comfort in 
prayer? Is there a particular story behind the song? Andis it a 
continuation of sorts from the for those I love I will sacrifice line? 


The Lantern is about my father and his battle with lung cancer. We've always 
been against organized religion....1'll be here all day if explain it now. Our 
fathers and mothers are our true creators, god didn't make me. Prayer is a form 
of escapism like heroin or any other drug, Addictions give false hope, religion 
is adrug, it gives false hope. The reality is we are all mortal and the sooner we 
all realize the sooner we can start living our lives like everyday is our last. 
There is no afterlife, just dirt. You have to celebrate the living now when they 
arealive. 


You guested on the previous Candiria record? And they've recently 
signed to Century Media do you think you could go with a big metal label 
like that? Itwould sure help you out on the European tour 


I think the new record on Trustkill will be out on Earache in Europe. Big metal 
labels are cool but its important that your records are easily available for kids 
at shows. More kids buy our records at shows from distros than they do in 
malls at Sam Goody or The Wiz, The label Indecision was on for a while, 
MLLA.,, had that problem. They had big time distribution but the record was 
impossible to find in distros and stuff, It sucked, Unless we are touring with 
Slayer there’s no need for our records to be in The Wiz and Sam Goody. I'd 
rather them be at hardcore shows where people buy hardcore records. 


Just afew more questions and we're there, what happened with your 
proposed contribution to the “Too Legit for the Pit” compilation? 


We're going to be on the second instalment now, I think we're doing Body 
Counts “Cop Killer”, We're all into a lot of rap so it was hard to decide on one 
song. | thought “Cop Killer” would be perfect because of all the controversy it 
stirred up when it first came out. 


Some of your logos, “The Plasma of Gotham City” and “Gotham City 
Hardcore” Are you all big Batman fans? The originals were classic..those 
fights where everyone just danced around and huge banners flew across 
thesereens when someone threw a punch or lifted aleg.1 dunno f didn't 
take to the movies as much but that new cartoon version is amazing. What 
do ya think? 


1am into comic books and we're all into Batman, but [ always thought Gotham 
City was such a hard fucking name for New York City. Some people had no 
idea what 
Gotham City 
was, 


Are you happy 
with what 
you've achieved 
tight now or can 
youever be 
satisfied? Is 
there alot more 
to conquer and 
achieve? Both 
musically and 
personally? 


Playing in Most 
Precious Blood 
feels like the 
carly years of 
Indecision when 
we were just 
doing it for fun 
and didn‘treally 
care or know 
about anything 
else, We're all 
working again 
now, so we really 
look forward to 
the shows. When 
you're touring 
nine months a year it becomes ajob ina way and you don't know anything but 
touring, so its hard to look forward to every show, you take alot of things for 
granted because it becomes such an everyday routine. Having Indecision reach 
a level where I could pay my rent and bills from it was a dream come truc but 
it had its downfalls, So right now we're a weekend warrior band, the type of 
band Indecision would eat alive, but we were lucky enough to have 
experienced years and years of touring all over the U.S. and Europe so 'm 
happy with how it is now. But we aren't retired or anything. We plan to tour 
once the record comes out just not as insanely as Indecision did. We are 
definitely heading out in the U.S. and we're trying to finally get over to 
Thailand, Thanks for the interview - sorry for taking so long with it, but it was 
a lot to chew 


Please contact us: MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD PO BOX 581, BROOKLYN. 
NEW YORK 11209, USA. www.mostpreciousblood.com / 
info@mostpreciousblood.com: 


pd NY 


piennnl—f— 


Concrete Reality #6 (S4ppd) 
If you’re keen on the whole New York hardcore scene then this 
zines a must. Similar to the much lamented In Effect and the 
“currently on a break” Guillotine in layout, editor Kevin Will has 
obviously poured his heart and buckets of sweat into these pages, 
Check this out for a list of interviews : Awkward Thought, 
Inhuman, Chokeslam, Five Minute Major, Kill Your Idols, Next 
2Last, Indecision/Most Precious Blood, Quibron, 
Redline,Shutdown, RickTaLife,Step2Far,Sworn Enemy and Tears 
of Frustration. Theres also some New York Scene Reports, a No 
Redeeming Social Value tour diary and an interview with Tommy 
Rat who does Free Spirit Records. (TM) c/o Kevin Will, Po Box 
656750, Fresh Meadows, NY 11356-6750, USA. 
Kevinreality@hotmail.com 


Here Be Monsters # 22 (£2.50 ppd including Swellbellys cdep) 
Nice mixed bag here...covers all bases from metal to indie and 
everything around and in between. Very old school cut’n’paste in 
the layout stakes and the most bizarre zine cover I’ve ever laid my 
dobbers on. Comes with a Swellbellys cdep and they get 
interviewed alongside The Hives and The Heads. A handy read to 
be honest but still a zine | wouldn't mind popping in my letterbox 
every so often. (TM) HBM, Po Box 57, Harpenden, ALS 5YZ, 
England. clivemonster@hotmail.com 


Jakes Wrath # 3 & 4 (£2 ppd) 

Well | said when I reviewed Issue # 2 that | felt JW would grow 
and grow and get stronger, which was no amazing prediction or 
anything but I’m glad the girl hasn't let us down all the same. 
Liadian’s computer skills have improved drastically but while you 
gct avery neat little layout, it's the young girls enthusiasm and 
honesty that makes this a good read. It also makes for a pleasant 
bloody change from all the moaning you see in other zines. Issue 3 
gives you Tooth 
Speedhom and The Steam Pig. Issue 4 has the sub title: “The Irish 
Issue” and talks to Cold War, Sir Killalot, No Remorse. Ten Point 
Rule and Dropkick Murphys, You're a shithead if you don’t buy 
this. (TM) c/o Liadain O'Driscoll, Ballymacrown, Baltimore, Co, 
Cork, Ireland. Jakeswrath@ireland.com 


Alarm #10 (£3.79 Tower Recs) 

Working ina very polished and mixed bag — Alarm caters for a lot 
of individual genres of music. The interviews featuring Rival 
Schools, Sage Francis (underground hip hop artist), Alkaline Trio, 
The Donnas, Tim Biskup (artist/illustrator), All Natural (hip hop 
artist), Clear Path (landmine removal organisation in Asia) and Sut 
Jhally (Professor/founder of Media Education Foundation) testify 
to this Elsewhere you get the usual zine fare of music/zine reviews 
and columns, Alarm is a bloody good read, very diverse and very 


Nosebleed # 21 w/ free cd (£3 ppd) 

Issue 21 sees Boz interview Nerdlinger, Estel and Runnin’ Riot. This 
issue is more art heavy than usual | feel. It also features more music 
reviews than usual too. There’s a free “Kids Wanna Riot “ cd sampler 
courtesy of Burning Heart records which is pretty cool although you'll 
know most of the band. Well, should do anyway! Back to the 
artwork...and it showcases Boz’s fascination with religion, drug 
culture, blood and knobs. As always well worth the few bob it costs. 
(TM) Po Box 7674, Dublin 1, Ireland, bozxh@hotmail.com 


Ay Up Cocker! # 1 (£1 ppd) 

According to the intro of this zine , its writer is 43 years old and married 
with 4 kids! Well fair fucks to him if he is but where does he find the 
time? The interviews with Dugong, 46ltchy and ErrorType:!1 all 
revolve around the same set of questions and prompt some funny 
answers from the bands involved which makes for some humorous 
reading, As a first issue its not a bad start.to improve however..the 
pages layout needs to be mixed up a bit with the maximum usc of space 
brought to the fore. (TM) 7 Westfield Ave., Redcar, Cleveland, TS10 
1HF, UK. Michael. ToddZ@Ntlworld.co.uk 


Silent Screams #5 ($2 ppd) 

The first thing that strikes you about this A5 zine is its choice of using a 
large safety pin as a method of binding the pages together. Its original to 
say the least, Elsewhere this South African zine fills you in a bit about 
hardcore, punk and emo over there, as well as the similar scenes in the 
States. It?s a decent read. (TM) 16 Cocorio St, Chantecler 7550, Cape 
Town, South A frica. 

Xjen24@hotmail.com. www.punk.co,za/silentscreams 


Fracture #17 & #18 (free with SAE) 

Ah, It’s great to be reading Fracture again. Its an outstanding resource for 
the UK scene and beyond. The ads alone are great for keeping upto speed 
on new releases. The layout of Fracture never changes drastically but its 
always pleasing to the eye. The trump card however, is the interviews 
which are always a great read, # 17 runs Dead Inside, The Pattem and 
Peter Cortner (ex-Dag Nasty) interviews as well as The Propaghumbis tour 
report from Japan. # 18 interviews The Freeze, Dead End. Joe Kidd, 
Boilermaker, Soon The Darkness, Ebola and Reflections (zine and 
records). Look boss, if I’ ve said it once I've said it a 1,000 times —get your 
hands on Fracture now! (TM) Po Box 623, Cardiff, CF3 42A, Wales, UK 
fracturezine@hotmail.com 


Fracture #19 (free with SAE) 

Number 19’s just made it into my hands in time for a quick run down on 
what features. So here goes: Jello Biafra, Consumed, Bad Religion, The 
The (International) Noise Conspiracy and Fugazi. Some line up and 
read as always. (TM) Po Box 623, Cardiff. CF3 42A, Wales, UK. 
fracturezine@hotmail.com 


Jakes Wrath # 5 (£2 ppd) 

Best issue of JW so far by a long shot. Fair play to Liadain. They layout is 
great, especially the way she layed out her account of her summer hols 
with photos. I like the approach of the interviews: trying to catch the 
personal said of the people interviewed instead of the usual band only 
related questions most zines run. Cutting it down to three interviews was a 
bold move that works out very well as The Redneck Manifesto. Glyn 
Smith (Dagda/Warzone Collective/ Scrawl zine) and Tadhg Moran (circle 
Again/Your New Friend) all rise to the questions to deliver some good 
answers, I really enjoyed this one so hopefully Liadain keeps this standard 
up and the zine going for years to come. (TM) Liadain O"Driscoll. 
Ballymacrown, Baltimore, Co. Cork. jakeswrath@ircland.com 


Engine # 6 ($5ppd) 

Issue # 6!! Damn, where’s this zine been all my life? It’s a great read | tell 
ya. Interviews that cut the bullshit and ask tough questions which 
guarantee varying standards of answers. Bands who get the Engine grilling 
: MK Ultra, Smogtown, Benumb, Kill The Man Who Questions. There’s 
plenty more too, Crucial Response Records also get a brief interview slot 


but sadly it doesn’t amount to much. That’s a brief 
blip though and I'd love to get this every issue. 
(TM) Po Box 64666, Los Angeles, CA 90064. 
USA. 


Short, Fast + Loud # 7 (S5ppd) 

Amazing zine, 1 bought this in Auckland, NZ 
before a 12 hour flight to L.A., and read it cover to 
cover. I think this zine inspired me at the time to 
really give my own zine a much needed and good 
kick up the arse, After | had read it 1 wanted 
more...in a good way... you know?,..1 wanted to 
get back issues or] wanted the new issuc. There's 
heaps in here. The layout rules, very classy and not 
afraid to use basic cut’n’paste techniques. The 
Voorhees (fuck | just misspelled Voorhees and it’s 
in the spell checker!) interview was both 
interesting and funny and there's even a cool 
discography layout. Y’s tour diary from Israel is a 
truly inspiring read. After reading this zine there 
was 2 dozen bands I badly wanted to hear and 
that’s what a zine should do : promote the bands it 
writes about to the hilt. Max Ward's “Moss of Ass” 
demo review section rules! There’s even a review 
of Debt’s record this issue. (TM) Po Box 7337, 
Alhambra, CA 91802-7337, USA. 
shortfastandloud@slapaham.com 


HeartAttack #30 (50 cents) 

Rain praise down on HeartAttack. Why? ‘cos for 
50 cents it gave me almost 4 hours entertainment 
while stranded in a 24 hour Dunkin’ Donuts in 
Dover, New Hampshire following Function Fest 2, 
when my only wish was to get back to Boston and 
go asleep, So Heart Attack I owe you big time. 
Look, it’s issue 30 and if you’re anyway remotely 
interested in hardcore and punk you'll surely have 
seen this zine by now and either liked it or loved it. 
One thing it’s renowned for is intelligent comment 
and views in a punk world gone a smidgen too soft. 
Two interviews : Le Shok and Bury Me Standing. 
(TM) Po Box 848, Goleta, CA 93116, 
USA. heartattack@ebullition.com 


Under The Volcano # 62 ($Sppd / usually in 
Tower) 

Ilike UTV.1 mean its nothing complex or anything 
butit serves its purpose well, by showcasing lots of 
new music be it hardcore, metal, punk or whatever. 
The interviews are informative and the record 
reviews are always spot on. The layout never really 
changes from issue to issue, and I find this a bit 
magazinc-ish. Ah, theres a bomb of band interview 
every time covering most underground genres of 
music, (TM) Po Box 236, Nesconset, NY 11767. 
USA, RBlackUTV@aol.com 


Razorcake # 2 ($5ppd / usually in Tower) 

New zine on the block and one which I really 
enjoyed. Really cool layout, glossy cover and all. 
The columns are entertaining, ranging from apiece 
written by a guy who runs zine fairs, a tribute to 
Joey Ramone and a piece on Bloody Sunday. Then 
slap bang in the middle of it all there’s a half piss 
take, half serous interview with Mani, bassist for 
Primal Scream and ex Stone Roses. Oddly enough 
it’s @ great interview as the crazy Naarward is the 
interviewer. This guy asks the funniest questions 
but underneath it all he knows his interviewees 
inside out. Lots of L.A. punk bands get a plateful 
of questions too and the likes of The Forgotten, 
Flogging Molly and Scared of Chaka keep it 
interesting. The fans piece on Leatherface and Hot 
Water Music and The Adventures of the Rhythm 


Chicken were the highlights for me. (TM) Po Box 42129, Los 
Angeles, CA 90042,USA. www. razorcake.com 


Beanz Baxter #9 & #10 (??) 

BB is a cool zine I discovered while out in Australia. It’s 
editor Bevan was one hil of a nice friendly guy. So much so, 
that a column by yours truly features in issue # 9. One great 
thing about Beanz is that it regularly features Aussie bands 
such as Ballpoint, Muscle CAR AND Blood Sucking Freaks 
(issue 9) and H-Block 101, One Dollar Short, Soda Racer, 
Neveready and Area 7 (issue 10). International acts also 
feature with Good Riddance, Propaghnadi, J-Church and Mad 
Caddies spread over both issues. As you can tell from the 
bands interviewed, Beanz scems to focus on the melodic side 
of hardcore and punk. The variety of extras added from zine to 
zine are very entertaining ranging from cartoons to beer 
ratings to web reviews. Good stuff. (TM) Po Box 2013, 
Hotham Hill, Victoria, Australia 3051. www.beanzbaxter.com 


Ideas Is Matches # 3 (£1) 

Cool little AS zine here. More personal thought than music 
related — there isn't one me record review. However there’s 
zine reviews which is always a welcome sight. The writer, 
Clodagh, serves up reports from S26 and her travels around 
Europe, which I really enjoyed having just returned from 
travelling myself. The layout is fresh and varied, with hand 
written words scattered around the typed text. Overall a very 
enjoyable read and I look forward to the next issue. (TM) 57 
Woodview, Lucan, Co.Dublin, Ireland. 
clodagh@gurlmail.com 


Bite My Lip # 1 (£1) 

A zine like it should be, Cut and paste! BML is the brainchild 
of Fuktifino's frontman Kollin and for a 1" issue its 
encouraging. The diversity struck me the most, and | enjoyed 
the interviews be it with The Frames or The Dangerfields. 
Usual zine and music reviews and personal thought also 
included. (TM) britneyzombie@yahoo.com 


Third Engine #4 & #5 (£lppd each) 

AS zine time again. Third Engines a decent read. The 
interviews are fairly short but are brilliantly diverse. Issue 4 
had Garrison, Fall Silent, The Jazz June, Buddyhead.com, 
Burning Airlines, The Icarus Line and Darkest Hour. Issue 5 
has American Nightmare, Cave In, Kill The Man Who 
Questions and more. There’s plenty of short reviews and 
personal writings. Hardly any ads which is cool, However | 
did feel it should cover some more interviews with UK bands 
and labels. (TM) Matt Davies, 19 School Rd. Maesley, 
Bridgend, South Wales, CF34 9LN.UK. 
thirdengine@hotmail.com 


Riot 77 # 2 (£1.50) 

No Means No, UK Subs, The Steam Pig, EX-Cathedra, 
Nosebleed zine, Sir Killalot, Sebadoh, The Showcase 
Showdown, Good Clean Fun all feature. I'd like this zine more 
if it wasn’t for the stupid fuckin’ remarks made by its writer. 
There’s even some total bullshit regarding me in this issue. 
(TM) 


Cotton Fist # 14 (30p) 

Socio-political zine that’s been on the go for ages now. A few 
music reviews offset by logos, artwork and information for all 
you activists. Its all cut and paste and features some original 
artwork. Theres also a report from the G8 Summit. (TM) Eric. 
32 d Greygates, Stillorgan Rd. Stillorgan, Co,Dublin, Ireland, 


Promise Me Skies # 3 (£1) 

Printed on recycled paper I really like the format of this zine. 
Basically the zine is a documentation through music of the 
writers life, It’s the first time I’ve read something like this and 
it rules. Theres also some writing and the usual zine fare,(TM) 
toemy@gurlmail.com 


Donots  “Pocketrock” (Burning 
Heart) 

Jaysus, Buming Heart are cranking the 
releases out. ‘There seems to be 
something new from them every 
second week or so. This lot from 
Munster in Germany remind me a tad 
of Northen Ireand’s  pop-punkers 
Joyrider. Fast guitars, solid song: 
some more kick arse than others - and 
harmonies usually found in pop music. 
| liked this one even after very few 
listens, (TM) 


Pulley “Together Again for the First 
Time” (Epitaph) 

Formulaic, generic, boring melodic 
punk, As with Fat Wreck, Epitaph 
have some really good bands but also, 
like Pulley, some really average ones. 
Its fuckin insane that this is actually 
their fourth album in five years for 
Epitaph. Check aut what the bio says 
“A blistering attack of dynamic power 
punk, the new album is rife with 
memorable hooks and strong, melodic 
chonises, thick molten clectric guitars 
meshing perfectly with a relentlessly 
tight rhythm section.” My arse it is! 
(TM) 


Buck-O-Nine “Fifteen of 
Bree’? (MoonSka) 

Apparently Buck-O-Nine are a really 
popular ska band. | can’t see why. I 
think they suck the big one. Don't 
waste your money on this, support the 
ska influenced bands on 
Householdname Records instead. (TM) 


Songs 


Nekromantix “Return of the Loving Dead” (Hellcat) 

What haircuts! Dax Wax mustmakea fortune from these Danish psycho-billy 
punk rockers, Having recorded five albums (4 studio and | live) The Nek (as 
I'm sure no-one calls them) have finally got a readily available release in the 
form of their debut for Hellcat. The whole vibe is monster flick inspired 
madness and the band go as far as using a homemade upright coffin double 
bass!Fancy something different for the weekend? Then heres you answer. 
(1M) 


King Django “Reason” (Hellcat) 

Wow, has this guy got some history or what. Not only is he associated with 
bands such as The Slackers, Stubborn All Stars and Skinnerbox, he also 
published the first New York ska zine with “Rude Awakening’. Here on his 
second solo elpec, the first being “Roots and Culture” on Triple Crown 
Records, the King encompasses punk rock, ska, rhythm and blues, rocksteady, 
reggae, dub and dancchall to concoct some seriously head-bopping, toc- 
tapping tunes, I'm found myself listening to this one at work a lot, Theres 
some dangerously positive vibes radiating from this. Not my usual cup of tea 
but very enjoyable all the same, (TM) 


King Prawn “Fist Offence” and “Fired in London” (MoonSka) 
Double re-issue from Moon Ska of KP’s previous two records from 1995 and 


Tendencies vibe going on as they blend rap, rock, regga 
come with videos to play in your computer and bonus tracks of live and demo 
recordings.ls this raga muffin punk rock? (TM) 


Reason To Believe #3 & #4 ( pick it up in the Secret Record Store) 

s RIB is a lot like Fracture. It’s very impressive for a young zine 
mainly due to the strong team behind it, It’s also very informative, and I really 
like the idea of the news section from various places around Europe, Over 
issues Zand 4 theres interviews with E-150, Manifesto Jukebox, Newborn and 
Catharsis. Theres features galore with pieces on Genoa and Guerillavision. 
(TM) 145-149 Cardigan Rd., Leeds, LS6 1LJ.UK. rtbzine@hotmail.com 


inoue ina heist min, 


Razoreake # 4 & #5 ( pick it up in 
Tower) 

I've turned into quite a fan of this zine. # 4 
has TSOL and Nardwaar vs Ian Mackaye 
while # 5 ires Swingin Utters, Super 
Chinchilla Rescue Mission and more. Check 
zine review section for more on this cool 
zine. (TM) 


Circle Again #2 

“Hardcore punk fanzine” screams the cover, 
Interviews with DS-13, Sense of Purpose 
and No Longer Blind fanzine. Cool history 
of old Aussie punk and hardcore, some 
reviews, comics, crosswords and rants. It's 
all cut and paste which is cool (TM) Cade, 
10/47 Pacific St, Main Beach, QLD, 
Ausralia 42.17. circleone@hotmail.com 


The Geek Essay 46 

I've seen the Geek Essay before and from 
my sketchy memory it seems to be fairly 
similar to what it was then, Ints with 
Imbalance, Less, Lovejunk and Sawn Off. 
he photocopying isn't the best but theres 
still plenty to be had from this zine, 
However it would have been very useful if 
the editor had stuck a stapler or two into the 
spine of the pages cos they fell into my 
dinner when | was reading this. (TM) 


DIY “How To Guide" 

Brilliant read. This should be photocopied 
for years to come and passed on to the kids 
behind us. Everything from pirate radio to 
gardening, from patch making to booking 
tours. Very informative and_ inspirational. 
Afler reading this you'll feel like you can 
achieve anything you want. (TM) 


Scrawl # 2-46 

DIY hardcore punk bulletin. Political and informative the subject covered 
range from abortion in Ireland to the persecution of asylum seekers, The 
layout and artwork is top drawer, I satd it before an d Tl say it nT really 
would like to see this turn into a full zine. (TM) 1-5 Donegall Lane, Bel fast, 
N. Ireland, scrawlzine@hotmail .com 


Jesus Built My Talbot Samba #1 

Picked this up for free at Check Engine in Limerick. | think they had brought 
them with them from the UK. Its packed full of record and live reviews with 
cach one rated in “‘chops”, ie 4 chops or 5 chops, Again its cut and paste but 
lacks any layout imagination. 46 Prince of Wales Court, Aldershot, Hants 
GUI1 1QG,UK. stevepaulgibbs@hotmail.com 


Eaten Alive #13 

Poorly photocopied 80°s punk obsessed zine, Bands featured include 
intention, Condemned 84, Slaughter and the Dogs. Instant Agony. Vice 
Squad, MDM and a Holidays In The Sun report, Well worth a quid if youre 
into that sort of scene. I didn't like the messy’ layout though, (TM) 


Reflections #14 

Reflections is a fantastic zine. In fact its more than azine, maybe it should be 
called a magazine. The first thing you'll comment on is the cover. It looks 
amazing. The layout is neat and the photos are clear as hell, Theres even a 
photo section with some cool live shots, Ints this time round come from ‘Tim 
Vic Dicara, Chris Ruination, Mike Phyte. Maximum Rock N Roll, 
Halt, Paul from Seein” Red and Vique Simba. Tour reports courtesy of 
Stretch Armstrong and The Oath. Some cool columns and articles especially 
the one by Greg from Trial, Great zine (TM) 


Q.E.D, # 1 & #2 

First off this zine is very basic in layout, Its cold and computer gencrated 
Theres way too much white space for my liking. Aside from that its nota bad 
read, but more like a newspaper than a zine. Lots of socio-political 
commentary, movie and music reviews. This zine rose from the ashes of 
Infotainment and if you want a bit more than just music you may well warm 
to this., (TM) qedmag@hotmail.com 


